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January 2018

Practical endorsement update

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.2 of 30



Overview of practical questions

AO grids document
• Level 2 Maths
• Practical
• AOs.
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ERA tool - eAQA
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Feedback on 2017 practical questions

Overall performance
Minimum 15% of marks on qualification must assess practical skills.

Mean mark Biology Chemistry Physics 
(without 
option paper)

Qualification 122/260 171/300 106/215

Qualification % 47% 57% 49%

Practical questions 16.9/39 32.8/64 17.4/45

Practical questions % 43% 51% 39%
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Practical skills assessment

• 12 required practicals
per subject

• 12 apparatus and techniques
per subject

How do we assess this content?
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 2
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 2

• N/A – 0.2%
• 0 marks – 17.2%
• 1 marks – 46.6%
• 2 marks – 36%
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 2

• N/A – 0.2%
• 0 marks – 40.2%
• 1 marks – 50.9%
• 2 marks – 8.7%
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 2

• N/A – 0.3%
• 0 marks – 17.7%
• 1 marks – 44%
• 2 marks – 38%
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 3

• N/A – 1.1%
• 0 marks – 20.7%
• 1 marks – 20.1%
• 2 marks – 58%
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Practical skills assessment – Biology Paper 3

• N/A – 0.9%
• 0 marks – 4.5%
• 1 marks – 18.7%
• 2 marks – 44.4%
• 3 marks – 31.5%
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2

• N/A – 0.3%
• 0 marks – 6.4%
• 1 marks – 93.2%
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2

• N/A – 1.6%
• 0 marks – 66.7%
• 1 marks – 31.7%
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2

• N/A – 2.2%
• 0 marks – 34.3%
• 1 marks – 63.5%
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.17 of 30

Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2
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Practical skills assessment – Chemistry Paper 2

• N/A – 2%
• 0 marks – 4.8%
• 1 marks – 6.2%
• 2 marks – 11.2%
• 3 marks – 17.3%
• 4 marks – 22.6%
• 5 marks – 18.1%
• 6 marks – 17.7%
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Practical skills assessment – Physics AS Paper 2
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Practical skills assessment – Physics AS Paper 2

Q2.4
• N/A – 0%
• 0 marks – 80.8%
• 1 marks – 19.2%

Q2.5
• N/A – 0%
• 0 marks – 65.1%
• 1 marks – 34.9%

Q2.6
• N/A – 8%
• 0 marks – 31.3%
• 1 marks – 14.4%
• 2 marks – 46.3%
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Practical skills assessment – Physics Paper 1
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Practical skills assessment – Physics Paper 1

Q2.1
• N/A – 2.1%
• 0 marks – 43.2%
• 1 marks – 21.5%
• 2 marks – 33.2%
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Practical skills assessment – Physics Paper 1

Q2.2
• N/A – 1.4%
• 0 marks – 47.3%
• 1 marks – 17.3%
• 2 marks – 3.4%
• 3 marks – 30.7%
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Practical skills assessment – Physics Paper 1

• N/A – 7.1%
• 0 marks – 82.8%
• 1 marks – 7.4%
• 2 marks – 2.7%
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Practical skills assessment – Physics Paper 3A

• N/A – 2.7%
• 0 marks – 37.4%
• 1 marks – 31.7%
• 2 marks – 20%
• 3 marks – 5.7%
• 4 marks – 2.5%
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Practical questions at A-level 

Suggested student worksheets in the practical handbooks

• How would you improve or add to the questions?

• How do you bring the RPs into your teaching?

• How do you bring the ATs into your teaching?

• What applications and calculations could potentially be used with each
RP?

• How would you set up application questions so that students that have
done the practical can apply their knowledge?

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.27 of 30

How did we do?

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.28 of 30

• Please rate this session on the Sched Conference app.

• Using the post-its provided, please write:
• one thing you enjoyed about our session or will take away for your

teaching
• one thing you feel could be improved.

• Stick these on the feedback poster as you leave.



Get in touch

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.29 of 30

Contact us
aqa.org.uk/contact-us

Customer Support Team
01483 477756
alevelscience@aqa.org.uk

Events Team
0161 696 5994 
events@aqa.org.uk
aqa.org.uk/professional-development

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Assessment grids 
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A-level Biology 

June 2017 Paper 1 – 7402/1 

 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     1     

1.2     3     

1.3     1     
1.4     2     

            

2.1     2     

2.2     1 1   

2.3       2   

2.4 2     2   

            

3.1       3   
3.2   2     4 

3.3     2     

            

4.1     2     

4.2     2 2   

4.3     2     

4.4     2     

            
5.1     1     

5.2         1 

5.3 2     2   

5.4 2 2   2   

5.5       3   

            

6.1   2     2 

6.2   4     4 
6.3   2     2 

            

7.1     3     

7.2     3     

7.3       2   

            

8.1         2 

8.2     1     
8.3       1   

8.4     3     

            

9.1     3     

9.2       2   

9.3 3     3   
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

9.4   2     2 

            

10.1     6     
10.2     2 2   

10.3     2   3 

            

Total 9 14 44 27 20 
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A-level Biology 

June 2017 Paper 2 – 7402/2 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     4     

1.2       3   

            

2.1       2   

2.2     3     

2.3       1   

2.4         1 

2.5         2 

            

3.1       1   

3.2       3   

3.3 2     2   

3.4       2   

            

4.1   2   2   

4.2   2     2 

4.3   2     2 

4.4   1     1 

4.5   2   2   

            

5.1     1     

5.2     1     

5.3 1       2 

5.4         4 

5.5         2 

            

6.1     2     

6.2     1     

6.3     2     

6.4         4 

            

7.1     2     

7.2     1     

7.3       1   

7.4       3   

7.5 2     2   

            

8.1     1     

8.2     1     

8.3       2   

8.4 2     2   
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

8.5       1   

8.6       2   

            

9.1     1     

9.2     3 2   

            

10.1 2     2   

10.2       3   

10.3       2   

10.4       2   

10.5       2   

10.6       2   

10.7       2   

            

Total 9 9 23 48 20 
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A-level Biology 

June 2017 Paper 3 – 7402/3 

 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     3     

1.2       2   

1.3       2   

            

2.1     1     

2.2 2 2   2   

2.3   1     1 

2.4   2     2 

2.5         3 

            

3.1     2     

3.2 2       2 

3.3         2 

            

4.1 2 2   2   

4.2   3   3   

4.3         3 

            

5.1     2     

5.2     2     

5.3       1   

5.4         3 

            

6.1 2 2   2   

6.2   3     3 

6.3   1     1 

6.4       2   

6.5       3   

6.6       1   

6.7         3 

            

7.1/7.2     13 12   

            

Total 8 16 23 32 23 
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A-level Chemistry 

June 2017 Paper 1 – 7405/1 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     2     

1.2       2   

1.3         2 

1.4   2 2     

            

2.1 2     3   

2.2 3     6   

            

3.1     1     

3.2 2     2   

3.3         1 

3.4 2     3   

3.5   2     2 

            

4.1 1     2   

4.2       2   

4.3     1     

4.4 2     3   

            

5.1 3   2 3 1 

            

6.1     1     

6.2   2     3 

6.3     2     

6.4     4     

6.5     1     

6.6     1     

6.7     1     

            

7.1     1     

7.2       1   

7.3   2 1 1   

7.4   1     1 

7.5   1   2   

7.6   2 2     

            

8.1   3 1 2   

8.2   3 1 2   

            

9.1     2 2 2 

9.2       2   
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

9.3 4   1 5   

            

10.1         2 

10.2         1 

10.3         2 

10.4     2   2 

            

11.1 4 8   8   

11.2     1 1   

11.3         3 

11.4         1 

            

Total 23 26 30 52 23 
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A-level Chemistry 

June 2017 Paper 2 – 7405/2 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1       1   

1.2     2     

1.3 2     3   

1.4       2   

1.5   1 1     

1.6     1 3   

            

2.1 1 1     1 

2.2 1 1     1 

2.3 2     2   

            

3.1 2     3   

3.2 4     4   

            

4.1     1     

4.2     2     

4.3     1 2   

4.4       1 1 

            

5.1       1   

5.2       3   

5.3       1 1 

5.4 3     3   

            

6.1     1     

6.2       1   

6.3       2   

6.4     1 5   

            

7.1   6 3   3 

            

8.1     1     

8.2     1 3   

8.3   1     1 

8.4     1     

8.5     1     

8.6   2     2 

8.7   2     2 

            

9.1     2     

9.2     2     
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

10.1     1     

10.2 2   1 4   

10.3         3 

10.4         3 

10.5         3 

10.6     1 2   

10.7       1 2 

            

11.1     5 1   

11.2     3 2   

            

Total 17 14 32 50 23 
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A-level Chemistry 

June 2017 Paper 3 – 7405/3 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1   1     1 

1.2 1     2   

1.3   6     6 

1.4 5 2   2 3 

            

2.1     1     

2.2       4   

2.3         1 

2.4     1   1 

2.5         3 

2.6     3     

2.7     2     

2.8     3     

            

3.1   1   1   

3.2 2 2   2   

3.3   1   1   

3.4   1   1   

3.5   1   1   

3.6         1 

3.7         2 

3.8   6 6     

3.9 1 3     3 

            

4.1         1 

4.2         1 

4.3       2   

4.4 2     2   

4.5 1     1   

4.6 2   2     

            

5         1 

6     1     

7     1     

8     1     

9 1     1   

10 1     1   

11 1     1   

12       1   

13       1   

14       1   
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

15     1     

16       1   

17       1   

18       1   

19 1     1   

20       1   

21       1   

22       1   

23         1 

24         1 

25         1 

26 1     1   

27 1     1   

28 1     1   

29 1       1 

30 1       1 

31         1 

32         1 

33 1     1   

34 1     1   

            

Total 25 24 22 37 31 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 1 – 7408/1 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     2     

1.2     2     

1.3 3   1 2   

1.4     1   2 

            

2.1 2   1 1   

2.2 2     3   

2.3         2 

            

3.1     1     

3.2 2   1 1   

3.3     1   2 

            

4.1   1 2     

4.2 1   1   3 

4.3 3     1 2 

            

5.1       1   

5.2       2   

5.3 2     2   

5.4         3 

            

6.1     1     

6.2 2     2   

6.3         2 

6.4 3     3   

6.5 2   1 1   

            

7.1 4   1   3 

7.2 2     2   

7.3         4 

            

8 1   1     

9       1   

10     1     

11 1     1   

12       1   

13       1   

14     1     

15       1   

16     1     
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

17 1     1   

18       1   

19     1     

20 1     1   

21       1   

22 1     1   

23     1     

24     1     

25 1     1   

26 1     1   

27       1   

28   1 1     

29 1     1   

30 1     1   

31     1     

32 1   1     

            

Total 38 2 26 36 23 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 2 – 7408/2 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     1     

1.2 2     2   

1.3 1   1 1   

1.4 1       2 

1.5       1 2 

            

2.1       1   

2.2       1   

2.3     1     

2.4 2     2   

            

3.1       1   

3.2 3     3   

3.3 2   1 1   

            

4.1     1     

4.2     1     

4.3     3     

4.4     5   1 

            

5.1 3     3   

5.2 1     2   

5.3       1   

5.4 2   1 1 1 

            

6.1     1     

6.2     1   1 

6.3         2 

6.4     1     

6.5     1     

6.6         2 

            

7.1 2   1 1   

7.2 2     2   

7.3 2   1 2   

7.4 3       3 

            

8 1   1     

9 1     1   

10 1     1   
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Continued. 

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

11 1     1   

12 1     1   

13 1     1   

14     1     

15     1     

16       1   

17 1     1   

18     1     

19       1   

20       1   

21 1     1   

22 1     1   

23 1     1   

24     1     

25 1     1   

26     1     

27     1     

28     1     

29 1     1   

30 1     1   

31 1     1   

32 1     1   

            

Total 41 0 29 42 14 

 



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas S treet, Manchester M15 6EX. 

36 of 44  

 

A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3A – 7408/3A 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1   1 1     

1.2   1   1   

1.3   2 2     

1.4 1 3 2 1   

1.5 2 2   2   

1.6 2 3   2 1 

1.7 3 2   2   

1.8 2 4     4 

            

2.1 1 1   1   

2.2 2 2   2   

2.3 2 2     2 

2.4 1 3 1 2   

2.5 2 2 1 1   

2.6   2 1 1   

2.7   2 1 1   

            

3.1   1     1 

3.2 1 1 1     

3.3 3 3 3     

3.4 1 1     1 

3.5 3 3 1   2 

3.6   4     4 

            

Total 26 45 14 16 15 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3BA – 7408/3BA 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1     2     

            

2.1 1       3 

2.2     2     

2.3         2 

            

3.1     2     

3.2         3 

3.3 1     2   

3.4       2   

3.5       1   

3.6 3     3   

            

4.1     3     

4.2     1     

4.3     3     

            

5     3   3 

            

Total 5 0 16 8 11 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3BB – 7408/3BB 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     2     

1.2 3     3   

1.3     1     

1.4     3     

            

2.1     3 3   

2.2         2 

2.3 4     4   

            

3.1     1     

3.2 1     1   

3.3         3 

3.4       2   

3.5 2       2 

            

4.1     2     

4.2         3 

            

Total 10 0 12 13 10 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3BC – 7408/3BC 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     2     

1.2 1   1     

1.3 2     2   

1.4         3 

            

2.1       1   

2.2         2 

2.3 2     2   

2.4     1   2 

            

3.1 4     4   

3.2     2     

3.3         3 

            

4     4 2   

            

5.1     1     

5.2     1 2   

            

Total 9 0 12 13 10 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3BD – 7408/3BD 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1         2 

1.2     3     

1.3       1 1 

            

2.1     2     

2.2       1 1 

2.3       1 1 

2.4     1   2 

            

3.1     1     

3.2 2     2 1 

3.3     4 2   

            

4.1 2     2 2 

4.2    1   1 

            

5 3     3   

            

Total 7 0 12 12 11 
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A-level Physics 

June 2017 Paper 3BE – 7408/3BE 

  

Question 

number 
Level 2 Maths Practical AO1  AO2  AO3 

1.1     1     

1.2     1     

1.3     2     

1.4       1   

1.5     1 1   

1.6         1 

            

2.1         2 

2.2       1   

2.3 2     2   

2.4         3 

            

3.1 2     2   

3.2     1 2   

3.3         2 

            

4.1     1     

4.2     1     

4.3       1   

4.4 1     1   

4.5         2 

            

5     4 2   

            

Total 5 0 12 13 10 

  



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas S treet, Manchester M15 6EX. 

42 of 44  

 

Notes   
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