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New learning  
Look at the specification content below, which parts of the statements are covered at KS3 and 
which is new learning? 
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Examples of required practical questions  
Foundation question 6 and Higher question 1   
Question   Question   
6.1 30% 0  39% 1 1.1 13% 0    22% 1 
6.2 34% 0  44% 1 1.2 7%   0    42% 1 
6.3 73% 0  24% 1  1.3 31% 0    55% 1  
6.4 95% 0 1.4 85% 0  
6.5 72% 0 1.5 50% 0 
6.6 83% 0 1.6 61% 0 
6.7 58% 0 1.7 25% 0 
6.8 76% 0 1.8 38% 0 
6.9 53% 0  1.9 30% 0 
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Chemistry Foundation P1 question 5 and Higher question 1   
 
Question 5  Question 

1 
 

5.1 72% 0 1.1 49% 0 
5.2 70% 0 1.2 54% 0 
5.3 58% 0 1.3 36% 0 
5.4 70% 0   1%  1  28% 2 1.4 29% 0   3%   1     67% 2 
5.5 87% 0   11% 1  1.5 69% 0   36% 1  
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Combined Physics Higher P2 Question 4  
 
Question 4  
4.1 27% 0     70% 1 
4.2 41% 0     51% 1       
4.3 65% 0    5.6% 1      5%  2    17% 3    0.8% 4      1% 5         5% 6  
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Required practicals  
Useful websites and resources 
Our resources:  
Updated practical handbooks aqa.org.uk/subjects/science 
 
Exampro: section on required practicals exampro.co.uk  
 
Teachit: summary revision required practical lessons teachitscience.co.uk 
£150 department subscription  
 
Other resources: 
STEM Stem.org.uk 
 
CLEAPSS cleapss.org.uk  
 
Getting Practical gettingpractical.org.uk  
 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
http://www.exampro.co.uk/
http://www.teachitscience.co.uk/
http://www.stem.org.uk/
http://www.cleapss.org.uk/
http://www.gettingpractical.org.uk/
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Examples of graph questions  
 
Trilogy Physics Foundation P1 Question 7.2/Higher Question 2 − bar chart  
 
Question 
7.2  

Foundation  Higher  
2.2 

0 22%  3% 
1 9 %  3% 
2 12 %  7% 
3 18%  20% 
4 39% 67% 
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Trilogy Chemistry Foundation P2 Question 5.6 – line graph 
 
Question 
5.6 

 

0  34%  
1  21%   
2  34 %  
3 11% 0    
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Trilogy Biology Higher P1 Question 4 – line graph 
 
4.1 90%  0 
4.2 6%    0 or 1 ,  26%  2 , 46% 3,  21%  4  
4.3 66%  0  
4.4 45%  0 ,  28% 1,   12%  2,  10 % 3,    4% 4  
4.5 97%  0 
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Maths in science  
 
Useful websites and resources  
Our resources: aqa.org.uk/resources/science/gcse/teach/maths-skills-in-GCSE-sciences  
 
Maths skills in GCSE science: Teaching guides and presentations to support the teaching of the 
following skills 
1. Standard form and order of magnitude calculations 
2. Estimates and significant figures 
3. Averages 
4. Simple probability 
5. Graphs 
 
Additional resources webcast, slides and sample maths questions from first set of sample 
assessment materials  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/gcse/teach/maths-skills-in-GCSE-sciences
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Summary information on assessing Physics equations 
 
• 23 Physics equations that students need to know and be able to apply (21 in Combined 

Science). 
• 12 further Physics equations (7 in Combined Science) that students must be able to select from 

a list and apply. Students will be given the prompt ‘Use the correct equation from the Equation 
sheet’. 

• How assessed on the papers  
Low demand grades 1−3 (Foundation tier) 
• Recall (AO1) grades 1−3 be asked to recall an equation by multiple choice, link boxes. Will 

only be worth 1 mark. 
• Apply (AO2) students will be given the equation to apply.  
• Simple equations with substitution of two numbers, no transformations. 

 
Standard demand grades 4−5 (Foundation and Higher tier) 
• Students will be given the prompt ‘Write down the equation that links…’ so they access AO1. 

These will be written in alphabetical order not necessarily in the way they need to be used 
• Calculation will involve something ‘extra’ eg simple transformation. 

 
High demand grades 6−7  
• No prompts about which equation to use.  
• Students will not gain marks simply for writing the equation down without doing something with 

it (so no AO1).  
• Questions will involve transformations or ‘something extra’. 
 
High demand grades 8−9  
• No prompts to help students remember the equation.  
• Include complex equations.  
• Will involve transformations and multiple steps. 

 
Calculations that involve multiple steps (5 mark extended response on Higher tier) will have the 
prompt ‘Write down any equations you use’, as students may need to use more than one equation. 
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Notes  
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Contact us 
 
T: 01483 477756 
E: gcsescience@aqa.org.uk  
 
aqa.org.uk 
 

mailto:gcsescience@aqa.org.uk
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