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Activity 1 
Command words card sort 
 
As a group, use the command words card sort PowerPoint to match the command word to the 
description. 
 
The answers can be found on page 4 of the handouts booklet. 
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Activity 2  
Command words students find challenging 
 
Read the statement that describes what the student is required to do for the command word. In 
pairs or small groups, look at the questions, the mark schemes and student responses. Discuss 
what the students are being asked to do and what common mistakes your students are likely to 
make when they answer this type of question. 
  
Describe 
 
Students are being asked to state some facts, events or process in an accurate way. They may 
also be asked to describe patterns or trends in data 
 
GCSE Combined Science (biology), Paper 1F (2019)  
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Mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (chemistry), Paper 2F (2019)  
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (physics), Paper 2F (2019) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Student responses 
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Commentary 
Students often do not achieve the marks as they do not know the facts or are too vague and don’t 
use precise scientific language. There is often unqualified use of the term ‘it’. 
In the physics level response question the students received 2 and 3 marks respectively. 
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Explain 
 
Students need to make something clear, or state what is happening and then give a reason linking 
to why it is happening. Connectives ‘so’ and ‘because’ are useful here. 
 
 
GCSE Combined Science (biology), Paper 1F (2019) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (chemistry), Paper 1H (2019)  
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
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Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (physics), Paper 1H (2019)  
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
Student responses 
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Commentary  
Students are often not achieving the marks as they are giving statements that are not linked. The 
use of connectives should be encouraged. Students need to give a statement and then give 
reasons why. 
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Suggest  
 
This term is used in questions where students need to apply their knowledge and understand a 
new situation. There is more than one possible answer. 
 
GCSE Combined Science (biology), Paper 1F (2019) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (chemistry), Paper 1F (2019) 
 

 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
Student responses 
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GCSE Combined Science (physics), paper 2F (2019) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Student responses 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Commentary  
The suggestions students make need to be sensible and appropriate to the question. Any 
reasonable answer would be considered. 
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Compare 
 
Students are required to describe the similarities and/or differences between things, not just write 
about one.  
 
If there is statement saying ‘use values from’ then students also have to quote some figures and 
say something about those figures, for example, increased by 10, 3% more. 
 
It is good practice to do this whenever they see a compare question where there is data involved. 
 
 
GCSE Combined Science (biology), Paper 1H (2019) 
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Mark scheme 
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GCSE Combined Science (chemistry), Paper 2F/2H (2018) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
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GCSE Physics, Paper 1F (2018)  
 

 
 

 
Mark scheme  
 

 
Commentary  
Students tend to describe each feature separately and don’t link the two things together. 
Unless they make an explicit comparison between the two, marks cannot be awarded. The 
examiner is looking for linking words such as ‘but’ and ‘and’.  
 
 



 

 
Evaluate 
 
Students should use the information supplied, as well as their knowledge and understanding to 
consider evidence for and against when making a judgement. 
 
It is good practice to encourage students to always include a judgement as this is required to 
access the highest level at extended response. 
 
Discuss what is different about what students are required to do for evaluate rather than compare. 
What do students find challenging when structuring their answers to this command word?  
 
 
GCSE Biology, Paper 1H (2019)  
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Mark scheme 
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Student response 
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GCSE Chemistry, Paper 1F (2019) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
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Student response 
 

 
 
 
Commentary  
To achieve top marks there needs to be a judgement. The judgement needs to be supported with 
reasons taken from the information given in the question.  
 
Students need to give arguments for and against things (positives and negatives), not just give 
statements about one of the pieces of information; they need to make a comparison and a 
judgement. 
  
The student response to the biology question was limited to Level 2 because they did not make a 
judgement and were, therefore, awarded 4 marks. If the student had added a judgement it would 
have achieved full marks. 
  
The student’s response to the chemistry question was assigned to Level 1 and given 2 marks as it 
doesn’t link reasons well and just states the properties of each material.  
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Activity 3 
Applying a levels of response mark scheme process 
 
Template 
 
Use the below template to create a process for applying a levels of response mark scheme. Then 
review it alongside the process and level descriptors on pages 6–8 of the handouts booklet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 1:  

Step 2:  

Step 3:  
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Activity 4 
Bringing command words and levels of response together 
 
The student responses below all received full marks. Using the mark schemes, work in pairs or 
small groups to highlight the areas in the responses that have led to the students gaining full 
marks. Be prepared to discuss your findings with the wider group. 
 
Example 1 – GCSE Trilogy (biology) 
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Example 2 – GCSE Trilogy (physics) 
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Example 3 – GCSE Trilogy (chemistry) 
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Activity 5  
Applying levels of response correctly 
 
Using the provided mark schemes, mark a selection of the following student responses. Compare 
your marks with the examiner commentaries on pages 54–55. 
 
Compare 
 
Example 1 response 
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Example 1 mark scheme 
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Example 2 response 
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Example 2 mark scheme 
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Describe 
 
Example 3 response 
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Example 3 mark scheme 
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Plan/Design 
 
Example 4 response 
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Example 4 mark scheme 
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Evaluate 
 
Example 5 response 
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Example 5 mark scheme 
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Example 6 response 
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Example 6 mark scheme 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

45 of 60  

 



 

 
Example 7 response 
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Example 7 mark scheme 
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Explain 
 
Example 8 response 
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Example 8 mark scheme 
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Example 9 response 
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Example 9 mark scheme 
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Example 10 response 
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Example 10 mark scheme 
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Commentaries 
 
Example 1 commentary 
Two simple statements have been made. There is no indication of the magnitude of the differences 
– simply stating ‘less’ and ‘more’ is not sufficient. This is not a Level 2 response. 
However, there is an idea of comparison rather than simply making statements, so there is enough 
here to gain more than 1 mark. 
2 marks awarded 
 
Example 2 commentary 
This student has presented their comparison in tabular form, which is perfectly acceptable. They 
have identified scientifically relevant features of both types of cup, and clearly linked each feature 
to whether it is an advantage or disadvantage. The comparison of the features of the two types of 
cup is clearly shown in the tabular presentation, and there is numerical data to indicate the 
magnitude of the difference in cost production. 
This is a top Level 2 answer and deserves full marks. 
4 marks awarded 
 
Example 3 commentary 
The student has given a clear and logically sequenced account of how a reflex action is carried 
out. They have detailed the electrical transmission from receptor and to effector, identified the 
neurones involved and indicated how the signal is transmitted across the synapse and the 
response that would occur. 
There is little else this student could have included. 
6 marks awarded 
 
Example 4 commentary 
The student has given a detailed and logically sequenced method that would allow valid results. It 
is clearly a Level 3 answer. However, some of the detail is not clear – for instance, how the timing 
is carried out and the number of repeats so it is not a top Level 3 answer. 
5 marks awarded 
 
Example 5 commentary 
The student hasn’t actually given a judgement so this answer is not in Level 3. They have given 
some relevant points; ‘taste good all year’, ‘grow very big’ (although they’ve extrapolated this from 
the fact that they grow rapidly which is not necessarily correct), ‘the chemical used in production 
can cause cancer’. They have linked their statements simply to a reason for and against the use of 
these oysters; ‘can be useful to people wanting to eat the oysters (although they haven’t indicated 
how), ‘could lead to people…eating the food getting cancer’ so this is more than a Level 1 
response. 
Since there are only the two simple statements and the links are simple and not entirely clear, this 
is a low Level 2 answer. 
3 marks awarded 
 
Example 6 commentary 
The student gives a judgement (line 11), and a number of linked reasons for and against the use of 
each type of contraceptive. The level of detail given is sufficient for a top Level 3 mark. 
6 marks awarded 
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Example 7 commentary 
There is no judgement here, so this student is not working in Level 3. They have made an attempt 
at linking some reasons for and against the use of each type of bag with information given in the 
table (although no figures are quoted) and using their own knowledge. This answer is just sufficient 
to reach Level 2. 
3 marks awarded 
 
Example 8 commentary 
Relevant points have been identified – increase in nuclear power, decrease in coal and a note 
about a difference in use of renewables (although have not stated whether this is an increase or 
decrease). Some further detail is given (quoting numbers from the charts), links have been made 
to changes in pollution and greenhouse gases, and the student has speculated on possible use of 
renewables (if it’s wood based). The link between nuclear fuel and CO2 pollution is incorrect, but it 
does not contradict the correct statement about burning coal and can be ignore. This is clearly a 
Level 2 answer. 
They have simply quoted numbers from the charts rather than go a little further with the numbers, 
and the links are quite simple, so this is not enough for a top Level 2 answer. 
3 marks awarded 
 
Example 9 commentary 
This student correctly identifies the component as an LDR and states that a high light intensity will 
cause a decreased resistance of the LDR. Unfortunately, the student writes that both the ammeter 
and the voltmeter readings will increase with high light intensity. If the student had sense checked 
this by remembering R=V/I, they might have realised this mistake. 
There is correct reference to current charging, but this has been combined with incorrect 
statements about potential difference in two places in the response. There is no reference to 
components being in series or parallel, so no explanation why the voltmeter reading changes.  
The student has attempted to write in a logical order and there are some relevant statements 
made, but there are also some incorrect statements that mean the response is limited to Level 2. 
3 marks awarded 
 
Example 10 commentary 
This answer is given as a clear sequence of relevant bullet points, which link to give a clear 
account of what happens in the plant. The level of detail given is sufficient for Level 3 and this 
student gains full marks. 
6 marks awarded 
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Contact us 
 
T: 01483 477756 
E: gcsescience@aqa.org.uk 
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