Advance information June 2022
A-level History (7042)
Version 1.0
Because of the ongoing impacts of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we are providing
advance information on the focus of June 2022 exams to help students revise.
This is the advance information for A-level History (7042), 1K The making of a Superpower: USA,
1865–1975

Information
•
•
•
•
•

This notice covers advanced information for 7042/1K The making of a Superpower: USA,
1865–1975.
There are no restrictions on who can use this notice.
This notice is meant to support final revision.
The format/structure of the papers remains unchanged.
You are not permitted to take this notice into the exam.

Advice
•
•
•
•
•

•

Students and teachers can discuss this advance information notice.
Questions will be drawn from one or more of the indicated areas of specification content.
The information is presented in specification order and not in question order.
Students will be credited for using any relevant knowledge when answering questions.
Students will not be disadvantaged if solely using the areas indicated in this
document. There is no expectation of knowledge beyond that identified in order to achieve
full marks.
It is advised that teaching and learning should still aim to address the entire subject content
in the specification.
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Focus of the June 2022 exam
This paper will sample from the following areas of the specification content for 7042/1K.
Part one: From Civil War to World War, 1865–1920
Section one - The Era of Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, 1865–1890
•
•
•

The weaknesses of Federal Government: Johnson, Grant and the failure of Radical
Reconstruction
Social, regional and ethnic divisions: divisions within and between North, South and West;
the position of African-Americans
Economic growth and the rise of corporations: railways; oil; developments in agriculture;
urbanisation
Section two - Populism, progressivism and imperialism, 1890–1920

•
•
•

Political tensions and divisions: the reaction against Big Business at national and state level
The ideas and influence of Bryan, Roosevelt and Taft; Populism, Progressivism and
Wilson’s New Freedom
Economic change and developments: the rise of US dominance as an economic and
industrial power and the consequences of this

Part two: crises and the rise to World Power, 1920–1975
Section three - Crisis of identity, 1920–1945
•
•
•
•

FD Roosevelt and the New Deals: conflict of ideas over the role of the Federal Government
The economy: boom to bust and recovery; structural weaknesses and the impact of the
New Deals and the Second World War on economic recovery
Social and cultural developments: ‘the Jazz Age’ in the 1920s; new social values and the
role of women; the failure of prohibition and its significance; social impact of the Depression
and the Second World War
Social, regional and ethnic divisions: countryside versus city; divisions between North, West
and South; African-Americans and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan
Section four - The Superpower, 1945–1975

•
•
•
•

Domestic politics: Truman, Eisenhower and post-war reconstruction
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon; New Frontier; the Great Society; Nixon and Republican
revival
Economic change and developments: the rise of the consumer society and economic boom
The USA and international relations: the Cold War and relations with the USSR and China;
the Vietnam War
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