AQAH

Realising potential

Notes and Guidance: Marking guidance

spidergrams

You may find these spidergrams helpful in matching students work to the correct
mark band for GCSE Art and Design (8201 — 8206).

The language can be used in conversations with students about what they need to
do and evidence, in order to progress to a higher mark band.
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Minimal ability: 1 - 4 marks

Little evidence of idea
development

A very short journey of
experimentation. Lacks
coherence, over-reliant on/
does not depart from copying
the work of others or has little
connection with analysis of
sources
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ldeas demonstrate little or
basic foundation

Strongly directed/ teacher-led

r

Little purpose, or lacking a
sense of purpose. A coherent
or focused investigation
is not clear or difficult to
find. The student’s intention
is not clear or difficult to
understand

Little or basic evidence.
Visual literacy, awareness,
independence, assurance,

understanding, skills or

application
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Some ability: 5 - 8 marks

Simple and basic

- understanding, evidenced in

o the use of visual language
The beginnings of a sense

of purpose, evidence
in reflections on ideas,
performance and processes

Showing initial signs of
understanding and purpose
with regard to developing
ideas from sources

Progress is reliant on
teacher direction as
work develops

Simple, uncomplicated
recording of insight,
observations and ideas

Brief, often limited relevance
of the way analysis and
understanding of sources
links to developing ideas

The beginnings of a / \
sense of intention evident
in experimentation and
investigation

understanding and purpose
with regard to developing

Shows initial sign of
ideas from sources

An attempt to control the use
of materials, technigues and
processes
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Moderate ability: 9 - 12 marks

of purpose, a focus, an

{ Working towards a sense

- - intention -
Uneven prograssion Inconsistent
L
- :\‘ /
A short journey, | . Teacher-led, directed,
obvious, safe - derivative and repetitive
- ’ Moderate -
, ~ ability
Shallow understanding - - Superficial analysis
of source
\ /’ ‘\
r ™y
Variable depth of analysis, r N Evidence needs to
understanding, exploration, _ o demonstrate greater depth
refinement and coherence Emerging/growing visual of understanding
literacy, awareness,
independence, assurance, \

understanding, maturity,
skills, application
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Consistent ability: 13 - 16 marks

Increasingly purposeful
levels of selection and
discrimination shown

throughout the journey

L.

Refinement is informed,
reflective and well considered

AN

4

”

Increasing confidence
to take informed risks
with experimentation and
exploration of ideas

!

Synthesis of information
and ideas resulting from
the process of exploration,
reflection and refinement
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Understanding and using the
results of experimentation on
the development of ideas

Demonstrating an increasing
depth of understanding and
analysis

Consistent
ability

/| |

Exploring an appropriate and
relevant variety of sources
. A

Evidence of the development
of ideas being less derivative

\_ and more independent )

Decisions made
demonstrating increasing

Recognising the informative
value of sources in the
process of developing ideas
and using materials and
technigues

levels of intention, selection
and discrimination
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Highly developed ability: 17 - 20 marks

Assured, skilful and
successful presentation
of a personal response
throughout the creative

5 journey. Bringing together
Genuine and consistent a depth of understanding,
depth of independent cons_idered choice
curiosity and enquiry evident exploration and control of
in the development of media
ideas and the realisation of ~

intentions

Using experimentation and
innovation to enhance the Hi
creative journey

ighly
devngoped
ability

Sustained and incisive
reflection and consideration
of choices throughout the
creative journey

Evidence of increasing levels

of confidence and control in

relation to the integration of
ideas and practice

Well informed and
purposeful risk taking

Increasing depth of high
levels of understanding and
informed intentions

Independent and perceptive.
Very good depth of
understanding. Growing
maturity and clarity of
purpose. Very confident and
insightful

Discrimination and informed
selection drives the choice
and successful use of
materials, processes and
techniques

© 2023 AQA

50f 6




Exceptional ability: 21 -

High degree of personal
response through
consideration of alternatives
and possibilities coherence

Highly discriminating
and rigourous process of
selection related to media

and materials

Clear and well informed
intentions, reflecting an
ability to qualify decisions,
compare, discuss and
originate ideas and
alternatives

24 marks

A mature ability to synthesise
ideas alongside the selection
of appropriate media and
technology materials

Exceptional
ability

Sophisticated ideas
consistently and confidently
demonstrating depth of
understanding

Maturity of thinking, analysis
and confident application of
findings

A genuine process of
discovery, possibly involving
a willingness to take risks

A mature awareness of the
significance of challenge and
change. An awareness of the

need for subtle, measured,

informed change
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Clarity and purpose
demonstrated through self-
awareness, a strong sense
of independent thought and

reflection throughout the
creative journey
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