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Listening and Reading tests 

Notes on the Mark Scheme 

Non-verbal answers 

Follow the mark scheme as set out. 

Verbal answers (English or target language) 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that students should gain credit for what they know, understand and
can do; provided their written response communicates the required message without ambiguity, it will get the
mark. The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking.

A. Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without
ambiguity. This applies whether the answer is in English or in the target language. A separate
assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required on these papers because of the
nature of the answers. However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and
marks cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to
communicate the required information without ambiguity.

B. Where a student has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following criteria
should be applied: - if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea or make it ambiguous,
accept - If the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject.

C. Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for
correct answers, no matter which line they appear on.

2. In questions where students are asked to give, for example, a list of three items, only the first three items
they write down should be considered.

3. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers. When in doubt, look for the key idea, where this is
appropriate.

4. Where a student has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible then it should be
marked. When part of an answer is crossed out, then only what remains should be considered.

5. .../..Means that these are acceptable alternative answers. (.....) Means that this information is not needed for 
full marks. 

6. The following general principles should be applied:
A. Incorrect personal pronouns – accept (unless this causes ambiguity)
B. Incorrect possessive adjectives – accept (unless this causes ambiguity)
C. Wrong gender – accept (unless this causes ambiguity)
D. Infinitive – will normally communicate without ambiguity, so should be accepted
E. Wrong tense – accept as long as student comprehension is not in question.
F. Minor spelling errors – accept as long as the answer is understandable with no ambiguity. In the target

language (TL) questions and answers sections, this means that even if the spelling error results in the
creation of a word in another language, including English, then, provided it is a recognisable attempt at
a spelling in the TL, it will get the mark.
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GCSE Bengali Listening Foundation Tier 

Question 24 
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GCSE Bengali Listening Higher Tier  

Questions 24 and 25 
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GCSE Bengali Reading Foundation Tier 

Translation - question 15 
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GCSE Bengali Reading Higher Tier  

Question 9 
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GCSE Bengali Reading Higher Tier   

Translation – question 14 
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GCSE Bengali Writing Foundation Tier 

Question 1 

18Copyright © iStock/Cathy Yeulet



GCSE Bengali Writing Foundation Tier   

Question 2 
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GCSE Bengali Writing Foundation Tier 

Translation – question 3  
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Mark Scheme - Foundation Tier
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GCSE Bengali Writing Higher Tier  

Question 1.2 
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Please turn over 
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GCSE Bengali Writing Higher Tier  

Question 2.1 
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GCSE Bengali Writing Higher Tier 

Translation – question 3 
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Mark Scheme - Higher Tier 
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GCSE Bengali Speaking Foundation Tier 

Part 1

Role-play 2 (Foundation Tier) 

Candidate’s role 

34



Role-play  2 (Foundation Tier) 

Teacher’s role 

35



Role-play 7 (Higher Tier) 

Candidate’s role 
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Role-play 7 (Higher Tier) 

Teacher’s Role 
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Part 2 

Foundation Tier 

Candidate’s Photo card 
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Higher Tier 

Candidate’s Photo card 
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