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Paper 1 – Translation, 

comprehension and composition 

Question 2 

Read Passage 2 in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions in English. 
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What reasons do Laban and Bethuel give for agreeing to the proposed marriage? 
(line 1-2) Give two details.  

Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.1 It has been decided by G-d (1) And we 
are not able to voice an opinion (1) 

2 Accept literal 
translation 

Student response 

The matter came out from G-d. They were not able to speak to him bad or good. 

 

What is the servant’s first reaction to the response of Laban and Bethuel? (line 4) 

 

Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.2 He prostrates (before G-d) 1 Accept: he thanks G-d 

Student response 

He bowed to the ground. 

He gave presents to Rebecca 

 

What reasons does the servant give for rejecting this request? (line 7-8) 
Give two details. 
 

Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.4 He does not want to be delayed / ‘Do not 
delay me’ (1) G-d has made his /’my’ 
mission successful (1) He wants to return 
to his master / ‘Let me go back to my 
master’ (1) 

2 Any two of three 

Student response 

Send me to my master. 
 
and he’ll go to him 

 

0 2 . 1 

0 2 . 2 

0 2 . 4 
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Describe Rebecca’s reaction when she sees Isaac. (line 17-19) Give three details. 

 

Mark scheme  

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.6 She falls off her camel (1) She asks the 
servant who the man is (1) She covers 
herself with her veil (1) 

3  

Student response 

the man says, “He is my master”  

 

  

 

  

Mark scheme  

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.8 (a) Cohortative 1 ה  

02.8 (b) Relative 1 ה Accept: definite article attached to 
participle (1) See Gesenius #116n 

Student response 

(a) ‘we will ask her’ 
‘let us ask’ 

(b) Instead of אשר ‘that’ 
 

What is the root and conjugation of: 

(b)  ותִַּתְכָּס(line 19) 

Mark scheme  

Q Accept Mark Notes 

02.9 (b)  (1)כסה Hithpael (1) 2  

Student response 

 תכס  הכס 

 נכס

0 2 . 6 

0 2 . 8 

0 2 . 9 
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Question 4 

Translate Passage 4 from the Source Booklet into English. 

 

 

Mark scheme  

Q Accept Mark Notes 

04.1 The passage for translation has been 
divided into 5 sections, each worth 5 
marks. Award up to 5 marks per 
translated section according to the 5- 
mark marking grid above 

 Below are examples of “minor” and 
“major” errors 

 Seek the L-rd when He may be found 
and call upon Him when He is near. Let 
the wicked abandon his ways and the 
sinner his thoughts. Let him return to the 
L-rd Who will have mercy on him and to 
our G-d for He is very forgiving. 

 niphal not recognised – majorבהמצאו  5
error Jussive not recognised – minor 
error imperative not recognised – major 
error ‘he will abandon the wicked one’ – 
major error 

 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways My ways, says the L-
rd. 

5 your thoughts are not My thoughts – 
minor error My ways are not your ways – 
minor error 

0 4 . 1 
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 For as the heavens are above the earth 
so are My ways higher than your ways 
and My thoughts higher than your 
thoughts. 

5 comparative  מnot recognised – major 
error ‘they have raised the heavens 
above the earth’ – major error 

 For as the rain and the snow come down 
from the heavens and they do not return 
there until they have watered the earth 
and made it blossom and sprout so that it 
gives seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater. 

 accept sensible contextual –הרוה  5
translations  והצמיחה והולידה– hiphil not 
recognised – major error 

 So it will be with My Word that comes 
forth from My mouth. It will not return to 
Me unfulfilled / empty; rather it will 
achieve what I wish and succeed in what 
I have sent it [to do]. 

5 Future or past tense/aspect both 
acceptable, mixed tenses/aspects 
acceptable unless sense compromised 
Last phrase – pronoun understood to be 
‘him’ and ‘he’ rather than ‘it’ – minor error 

 

Student response 

 In His being foundבהמצאו 

 For He is abundant to forgive כי ירבה לסלוח 

 ’unless’ ‘except’ ’rather‘כי אם 

The students translated the whole passage as per mark scheme but my comments were only on 
specific phrases or words. 
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Question 6 

Translate Passage 6 from the Source Booklet into pointed Biblical Hebrew. 

 

Mark scheme  

Section C: Composition 

The passage has been divided into 9 sections each worth 5 marks. Award up to 5 marks per 
translated section according to the 5-mark marking grid listed below. The general principle in 
assessing each section should be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved. 
There are many acceptable ways of turning a piece of English into correct Biblical Hebrew. One 
approach for each sentence is given. 
Acceptable alternatives will be illustrated during Standardisation, but examiners should assess on 
its own merits any approach that satisfactorily conveys the meaning of the English. 
The determination of what is a 'minor' error is only necessary when it is the only error in a section; 
this distinction will then determine whether a mark of 5 or 4 is appropriate. Where marks of 4, 3, 2, 
1 and 0 are applicable, the overall proportion of meaning conveyed in the section is the only 
consideration. The term “major” error has been used here to determine an error which is more 
serious than a “minor” error. 
The classification below should be seen only as a general guide, the intention of which is to 
maintain standards year-on-year. Lead markers should consider each instance on its own merits in 
the context of the passage and the section. 
It is likely that some of the errors below may be regarded as “major” if they appear in a relatively 
short and straightforward section, whereas in longer or more complex sections they are more likely 
to be a “minor” error. 
• Errors of construction are always “major”. 
• Tense/aspect errors are “major”, including use of the perfect instead of imperfect with vav 

conversive for narrative prose. 
• Abstruse vocabulary or paraphrasing that conveys the required sense are “minor” errors; any 

wording that distorts the sense is a “major” error. 
• Any vocabulary word which is not used in Biblical Hebrew is a “major” error – even if it is 

common in Rabbinic or Modern Hebrew. 
• Omission of words where the sense is compromised is generally a “major” error, unless the 

word has been effectively taken care of by an idiomatic Biblical Hebrew rephrasing. Omission 
of words where the sense is not compromised is either a “minor” error or can sometimes be 
ignored – these will be categorised at Standardisation. 

• Errors in number are usually “major”, but where the difference is minimal, they are “minor”; 
sometimes they can be ignored altogether. 

• Debatable instances will be categorised at Standardisation. 
• Change from active to passive (or vice versa) is allowable if the agent is expressed or if the 

agent is omitted and the sense is not compromised. If the agent is omitted and the sense is 
compromised, it is a “minor” error. 

• Deviations from standard Biblical Hebrew word order are usually “minor” errors, unless they are 
clearly intentional, in which case they may be awarded an additional ‘style’ mark (for example 
for dramatic effect). In some cases word order deviation may be a “major” error – these will be 
categorised at Standardisation. 

• Candidates may change the format of a passage for the sake of the Biblical Hebrew style, for 
example from reported speech to direct speech. If this has been done successfully it should be 
awarded an additional ‘style’ mark. If done unsuccessfully, the attempt itself should generally 

0 6 . 1 
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not be counted as an error, but errors of grammatical construction within the phrase should be 
considered in accordance with the guidance above. 
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Student response 

After Judith had removed 

 אחרי הסירה יהודית

Omission of the direct object indicator   את 

 ראש של הלפרנס

She gave it  

 נתנה אתו 

 ( lit. and he gave)ויתן 

Who put it in a bag 

 השמה אתו בשק

And came 

 ובאות

The sentries 

 השומרים

 :ותַּאֹמֶר

 יי הוא עמנו

 כאשר שמעו

Look! 

 הביטו orראו 
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Paper 2 – Prose literature 

Question 1 

Read Passage 1 in the Source Booklet and answer the following question in English. 

 

How does this passage show Hannah’s depth of feeling?  

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage.  

You should write approximately 300 words. 

Mark scheme 

Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 15-mark extended response  

This question focuses on candidates’ ability to select relevant examples of content and language 
from the passage and to structure an answer around these examples to express relevant points. 
Therefore candidates will be assessed on the quality of the points made and the range and quality 
of the examples they have selected from the passage. Examiners must use a best fit approach to 

0 1 

0 1 . 1 
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the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, 
examiners must carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. 

15-mark grid for the extended response question  

AO3 = 15 marks = Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature 

Level Mark Characteristics of performance 
5 13-15  very good engagement with the question  

 expresses a range of perceptive points, with very good development, leading 
to convincing conclusions, based on a range of well selected, accurate and 
precise examples from the passage.  

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and 
coherent line of reasoning. 

4 10-12  good engagement with the question  
 expresses a range of relevant points, with good development, leading to 

sound conclusions, based on well selected, accurate examples from the 
passage. 

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of 
reasoning. 

3 7-9  some engagement with the question 
 expresses reasonable points, with some development, leading to tenable 

conclusions, based on a selection of some accurate examples from the 
passage 

The response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some 
structure. 

2 4-6  limited engagement with the question  
 expresses limited points, with little development, leading to a weak 

conclusion, which is occasionally supported by examples from the passage. 
The response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure. 

1 1-3  very limited engagement with the question  
 expresses points which are of little relevance and supported with little 

evidence from the passage. 
The information is communicated in an unstructured way. 

 

Q Accept Mark Notes 
01.1 How does this passage show Hannah’s depth of 

feeling?  
Assess against criteria in the 15-mark AO3 grid 
(see above).  
Indicative content: She is described as ‘bitter of 
soul’ i.e very unhappy  
She prays to G-d and weeps intensely  

• infinitive absolute  בכהgives emphasis  
• the imperfect  תראהhints that the action is 

continuous and repeated  
She makes a promise  

• addresses G-d as ‘L-rd of Hosts’  
• infinitive absolute  ראהgives emphasis  

AO3 
15 

Some responses may focus 
heavily on the content of the 
passage, ignoring the language 
element of the question, or vice 
versa. This will limit the level at 
which this work can be 
rewarded at, and should not 
normally be given a level higher 
than 3 (7-9 marks). 
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• parallelism: remember me and do not 
forget Your maidservant (positive and 
negative expression of the same concept 
for emphasis)  

Begs G-d to give her a son  
Promises that if she has a son she will dedicate 
him to G-d for his whole life and he will never cut 
his hair  

• she dedicates her unborn child as a 
Nazirite  

• mentions most obvious sign of a Nazirite – 
uncut hair  

She prays quietly  
• additional pronoun  היאadds emphasis 

Explains to Eli that she has ‘sadness of 
spirit’  

• word order change – pronoun  אנכיmoved 
to end 

‘I have poured out my soul before G-d’  
• poetic expression of prayer  
• metaphor  

Asks Eli not to consider her a worthless/wicked 
woman: she has been praying for so long 
because of the extent of her suffering. 

Comments 

In addition to the mark scheme, candidates may mention: 
Use of והיא as opposed to ותהי shows continuous action. 
 is the usual respectful, submissive way of saying ‘I’ or ‘me’ when talking (for males עבדך or) אמתך
to G-d or a king. 

Repeated pausal forms of  ָאֲמָתֶך (although the pausal is usually on an ethnachta or sof-pasuk) to 

create more individual phrases. 
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Read Passage 2 in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions in English. 

 

 

  

0 1 
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Translate from  ושמואל (line 7) until לנער (line 8).  

 Mark scheme 

Guidance on applying the marking grids for translation 

The general principle in assessing each section should be the proportion (out of 5) of sense 
achieved. 

One approach for each section is given. Acceptable alternatives will be illustrated during 
Standardisation, but examiners should assess on its own merits any approach that satisfactorily 
conveys the meaning of the Biblical Hebrew. 

The determination of what is a “minor” error is only necessary when it is the only error in a 
translation; this distinction will then determine whether a mark of 5 or 4 is appropriate. Where 
marks of 4, 3, 2, 1 and 0 look likely, the overall proportion of meaning conveyed in the section is 
the only consideration. The classification below should be seen only as a general guide, the 
intention of which is to maintain standards year-on-year. Lead markers should consider each 
instance on its own merits in the context of the passage and the section. 

1. Tense/aspect errors are “major”. Note, however, that participles can often be correctly 
translated as past, present or even future, depending on the context. If a candidate 
repeatedly makes the same error of tense/aspect, the error should be counted once only. 

2. Vocabulary errors that are close to the right meaning are “minor” errors; any wrong 
meaning that alters the sense is “major”. 

3. Omission of particles (eg conjunctions) that add nothing to the sense may be ignored; those 
that add little to the sense are “minor” errors; omission of other words is generally a “major” 
error. All likely omissions should be categorised at Standardisation. 

4. Errors of number are “major”, “minor” or they can be ignored altogether and this will depend 
on their context. 

5. Mistranslation of binyanim (eg passive to active, causative to reflexive) is a “major” error if 
the sense is compromised. If the sense is not compromised, it is a “minor” error. If the 
mistranslation includes an incorrect pronoun, this is usually a major error. 

The final decisions on what constitutes a “minor” and “major” error will be made and communicated 
to assessors via the standardisation process (after full consideration of candidates’ responses) and 
these decisions will be captured in the final mark scheme for examiners and centres. 

 

Marks Description 

5 Accurate translation with one minor error allowed. 

4 Mostly correct. 

3 More than half right. 

2 Less than half right. 

1 Little recognisable relation or meaning to the Biblical Hebrew. 

0 = No response or no response worthy of credit. 

0 1 . 5 
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Student response 

 
Before Samuel knew G-d and before G-d’s word will be revealed to him. G-d continued to call 

Samuel on for a third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, “Behold here I am because you 

called to me,” and Eli understood that it was G-d calling the lad.   
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Question two 

 

Read Passage 3 in the Source Booklet and answer the following question in English. 

 

 

0 2 
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How does the speaker make his words dramatic? 

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. 

 You should write approximately 300 words. 

[15 marks] 

Mark scheme 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

02.1 Assess against criteria in the 15-mark AO3 grid 
(see above).  

How does the speaker make his words dramatic?  

Indicative content:  

Attributes the content of his speech to G-d  

• uses first person throughout as if G-d Himself 
is speaking  

Jehu is told he will be the next king  

• parallel ‘over the nation of G-d, over Israel’  
• emphasis on Israelite nation as G-d’s nation  

Jehu is told to destroy the descendants of Ahab his 
master  

• ‘your master’ emphasises Jehu will have to 
destroy those who were formerly of royal blood 
So the blood of G-d’s servants the prophets will 
be avenged  

• dramatic ‘blood’ represents deaths  

The whole house of Ahab will perish  

• use of vulgarism: בקיר משתין’ one who urinates 
against a wall’ (perhaps referring to a male 
child, a male, or a dog)  

• ‘one who urinates against a wall’ – often used 
in context of extermination of a family  

 both in and out’ (among other ’ועזוב עצור •
meanings) also shows no-one will survive  

• repeated qal passive participles  

G-d will make Ahab’s house like the house of 
Jeroboam and Baasha 

• comparison to two previous notoriously wicked 
kings who had all their descendants wiped out 
after their deaths.  

Jezebel will have a horrible death and no proper 
burial  

AO3 

15 

Some responses may focus 
heavily on the content of the 
passage, ignoring the language 
element of the question, or vice 
versa. This will limit the level at 
which this work can be 
rewarded at, and should not 
normally be given a level higher 
than 3 (7-9 marks). 

0 2 . 1 
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• ‘the dogs will eat Jezebel’  
• word order begins with object for emphasis – 

  איזבל ואת
• ‘no one will bury her’ – stark language 

Student response 

He uses a typical prophetic expression, "So says G-d ... " 

Use of the word Israel but in two different contexts: In the phrase 'G-d of Israel', Israel here refers 
to the entire Israelite nation whereas in the phrase, 'I have anointed you over my people, over 
Israel', israel refers to the Kingdom of Israel i.e. the ten tribes as opposed to the Kingdom of Judah. 

He makes a dramatic exit at the conclusion of the speech - 'He opened the door and fled.' 
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Paper 3 - Poetry 

Question 1 

 

Read Passage 1 in the Source Booklet and answer the following questions in English 

 

0 1 
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Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 
01.2 (a) Any 1 of 2  

Types (1) [Altschuler]  
Punishments (1) [Jonathan]  
Species (1) 

1 One mark for any point 

01.2 (b) Any 1 of 2  
(The word  הָחָפְּשִׁמnormally means ‘family’ but) 
the translation ‘species’ is clearly correct in this 
context as the former would not make sense (1) 
The phrase introduces a list of four kinds of 
punishment (1) 

1 One mark for any point 

Student response 

(a) ‘groups’ 
(b) ‘family’ does not make sense in context’ 

 

 

Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 
01.3 Any 2 of 5  

Defiled the Temple by installing pagan altars (1)  
Sacrificed his son (in the Valley of Ben Hinom) 
to the idol Molekh (1)  
Filled Jerusalem with innocent blood (1)  
(Daath Mikra) Murdered the prophet Isaiah (1)  
He acted wickedly in public (1) [Altschuler] 

2 One mark for any point, 
maximum 2 

Student response 

‘He worshipped idols’ 

0 1 . 2 

0 1 . 3 
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Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 
01.4 Compensatory lengthening of the vowel on the 

first letter due to missing root letter  ה/ The root 
 roots andפ "י largely follows the style of theהלך 
this will account for the tsere under the 1 (ת)  
(Lengthening of vowel under second letter due 
to) pausal form (1) 

2  

Student response 

‘In many ways the root הלך follows the pattern of a Pé-Yud verb which takes a tzere vowel in the 
imperfect. 
 
 

 

Mark scheme 

Q Accept Mark Notes 
01.
6 

 
Assess against criteria in the 5-mark set text translation 
grid (see above). Suggested translation: I will 
winnow/toss them with a pitchfork in the gates of the 
land; I will make (them) bereft (of children); I will 
destroy my people (because) they have not repented 
from their (evil) ways. (The number of) widows will 
have increased because of Me, more than the sand of 
the sea, I have brought (this) upon them, upon the 
mother(s) of young men, as a plunderer at noon; I have 
caused destruction and terror to fall upon them/it 
suddenly 

A02 
5 

 

Student response 

Use of perfect tense throughout the passage. 
 

לִי אַלְמְנוֹתָיו מֵחוֹל יַמִּים עָצְמוּ  
Its widows were stronger to me from the sand of the seas. 

 I fell הִפַּלְתִּי
 

0 1 . 4 

0 1 . 6 
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Read Passage 2 in the Source Booklet and answer the following question in English. 

 

 

How does the author portray the extent of the folly of the Israelites?  
You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage.  

 You should write approximately 300 words. 

Mark scheme 

 

0 1 . 7 
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Student response 

‘Israel has always been warned to distance themselves from the idolatrous practices of the nations 
and yet has stooped to a lower level than they.’ 
 
Synonyms for ‘path’  דרך שבילים נתיבה  implying whichever way they went they sinned. 
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Question 2 

Read Passage 3 in the Source Booklet and answer the following question in English. 

 

 

 

0 2 
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How does the author portray G-d’s omnipotence in these lines? 
You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. 
You should write approximately 300 words. 

Mark scheme 

 

 

0 2 . 1 
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Student response 

 is a feminine singular verb referring to ‘fire’ or is a general verb meaning ‘it is stormy’. Daat נשערה
Mikra says it can also refer to וסביביו although the noun is masculine singular. 
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Notes   
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