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Are you using the latest version of this specification?
•
•

You will always find the most up-to-date version of this specification on our website at
We will write to you if there are significant changes to the specification.
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1 Introduction
1.1 Why choose AQA for A-level Biblical Hebrew
A specification designed for you and your students
We’ve worked with a range of teachers to create this specification. We have focussed on ensuring
that our assessments are clear, accessible and discriminate effectively. Our objective is to enable
students of all abilities to develop their Biblical Hebrew linguistic skills to their full potential,
equipping them with a deeper understanding of the life and culture of the ancient world through the
literature studied.
Languages for life
At AQA we're passionate about the benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly
believe in languages as a skill for life and something students should enjoy and find rewarding. We
know you want a specification which you can enjoy teaching, and one which expands your
students' cultural knowledge of the ancient world whilst developing their linguistic skills. We are
confident our assessments will deliver the right results for your students. We want to help you to
attract students of all abilities to languages and to deliver the assessments and results you and
your students deserve.
You can find out about all our Biblical Hebrew qualifications at aqa.org.uk/languages

1.2 Support and resources to help you teach
We’ve worked with experienced teachers to provide you with a range of resources that will help
you confidently plan, teach and prepare for exams.

1.2.1 Teaching resources
Visit aqa.org.uk/7677 to see all our teaching resources. They include:
• marked student responses to the questions on our sample assessments, with examiner
commentaries
• training courses to help you deliver AQA Biblical Hebrew qualifications
• subject expertise courses for all teachers, from newly qualified teachers who are just getting
started to experienced teachers looking for fresh inspiration.

1.2.2 Preparing for exams
Visit aqa.org.uk/7677 for everything you need to prepare for our exams, including:
• past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports
• specimen papers and mark schemes for new courses
• example student answers with examiner commentaries.
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1.2.3 Analyse your students' results with Enhanced Results Analysis
(ERA)
Find out which questions were the most challenging, how the results compare to previous years
and where your students need to improve. ERA, our free online results analysis tool, will help you
see where to focus your teaching. Register at aqa.org.uk/era
For information about results, including maintaining standards over time, grade boundaries and our
post-results services, visit aqa.org.uk/results

1.2.4 Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development
Wherever you are in your career, there’s always something new to learn. As well as subject
specific training, we offer a range of courses to help boost your skills.
• Improve your teaching skills in areas including differentiation, teaching literacy and meeting
Ofsted requirements.
• Prepare for a new role with our leadership and management courses.
You can attend a course at venues around the country, in your school or online – whatever suits
your needs and availability. Find out more at coursesandevents.aqa.org.uk

1.2.5 Help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aqa.org.uk/7677
If you'd like us to share news and information about this qualification, sign up for emails and
updates at aqa.org.uk/keepinformed-computer-science
Alternatively, you can call or email our subject team direct.
E: mfl@aqa.org.uk
T: 01423 534381
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2 Specification at a glance
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.

2.1 Subject content
1. Unseen translation, comprehension, pointing and composition (page 12)
2. Prose literature and poetry (page 12)
3. Grammar (page 13)
4. Vocabulary (page 20)
5. Works (page 20)

2.2 Assessments
Paper 1: Translation, comprehension and composition (language)
What's assessed
• Unseen prose (translation, comprehension and pointing).
• Unseen poetry (translation and comprehension).
• Composition.
How it's assessed
• Written exam: 3 hours
• 150 marks
• 50% of A-level
Questions
The translation, comprehension and composition question paper has three sections.
Students answer all sections.
In Section A, students will:
• translate a passage of unseen prose into English (20 marks)
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on a passage of unseen prose (25 marks)
• point a passage of unseen prose (5 marks).
In Section B, students will:
• translate a passage of unseen poetry into English (25 marks)
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on a passage of unseen poetry (25 marks).
In Section C, students will translate a passage of approximately 100 words in length into pointed
Biblical Hebrew ( 50 marks).
No access to a dictionary during the assessment.
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Paper 2: Prose literature
What's assessed
• Set text comprehension, translation and analysis (set texts 1 and 2).
• Set text essay (set text 2).
• AO2 and AO3.
Students also study additional literature in translation in order to understand the context from
which the set texts have been taken.
How it's assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 75 marks
• 25% of A-level
Questions
The prose literature paper has three sections. Students answer all sections.
In section A students will:
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on set text 1 (10 marks)
• translate a passage from set text 1 (5 marks)
• answer a question analysing literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning
on set text 1 (15 marks).
In section B students will:
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on set text 2 (5 marks)
• translate a passage from set text 2 (5 marks)
• answer a question analysing literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning
on set text 2 (15 marks).
In section C students will write an essay which draws upon material from set text 2 and the
material read in translation (20 marks).
No access to texts during the assessment.
No access to a dictionary during the assessment.
Students are advised to write approximately 500 words per essay.
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Paper 3: Poetry
What's assessed
• Set text comprehension, translation and analysis (set texts 3 and 4).
• Set text essay (set text 4).
• AO2 and AO3.
Students also study additional literature in translation in order to understand the context from
which the set texts have been taken.
How it's assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 75 marks
• 25% of A-level
Questions
The poetry paper has three sections. Students answer all sections.
In section A students will:
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on set text 3 (10 marks)
• translate a passage from set text 3 (5 marks)
• answer a question analysing literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning
on set text 3 (15 marks).
In section B candidates will:
• answer comprehension and grammar questions on set text 4 (5 marks)
• translate a passage from set text 4 (5 marks)
• answer a question analysing literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning
on set text 4 (15 marks).
In section C candidates will write an essay which draws upon material from set text 4 and the
material read in translation (20 marks).
No access to texts during the assessment.
No access to a dictionary during the assessment.
Students are advised to write approximately 500 words per essay.
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3 Subject content
The key features of the A-level in Biblical Hebrew for you and your students are knowledge and
understanding of the language and knowledge and understanding of literature, society and values.
The specification will provide:
• the opportunity to develop linguistic skills which will help both in the study and application of
other languages
• the opportunity to be inspired, motivated and challenged by reading widely across a range of
set texts
• the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the life and culture of the ancient world
through the literature studied
• the encouragement to develop and apply critical analytical skills, which will help students in
their future study
• the separation of the assessment of unseen language and set texts in different question
papers
• the chance to develop the language and literature skills needed to progress to studying a
classical languages degree or equivalent.
A-level Biblical Hebrew will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills specified for GCSE
(9–1), although prior attainment of a GCSE (9–1) qualification in Biblical Hebrew is not a
requirement. Students will be introduced to a greater range of vocabulary through wider reading of
original material, more complex examples of syntax and accidence and the in-depth study of prose
literature and poetry.
There is no defined vocabulary list for A-level Biblical Hebrew. Rather, the qualification will require
students to know and build upon words which are listed in the Core Vocabulary List.
Students are expected to study a range of texts in order to develop a wider vocabulary and more
complex understanding and application of syntax and accidence. They will be required to not only
understand syntax and accidence but to be able to explain and apply it, both in unseen texts and in
the set texts. This will enable them to translate unseen passages, answer comprehension and
grammar questions on unseen prose and poetry passages, and translate a passage of English
prose into Biblical Hebrew.
A-level Biblical Hebrew will also extend the study of ancient literature in terms of breadth and
depth, further developing students’ ability to critically analyse and evaluate ancient literature. The
qualification also requires students to read additional literature in translation in order to understand
the context from which the set texts have been taken.
Over the course of the A-level, students will have studied four different books of the Bible in
preparation for the language and literature exams.
This specification follows the Orthodox Jewish tradition for the presentation of Divine names.
The four-letter Divine name will be written יי
Other Divine names will be written as they appear in the Hebrew Bible, except that a dash will be
added in between the first and second letters, for example: בָאוֹת- ְצ, דֹנָי- ֲ א,לֹהִ ים- ֱא
You may use this approach, but you are also free to approach the qualification from a Christian or
other perspective.
Schools/colleges should be aware that Hebrew verse counting will be used wherever relevant, for
example in listing the set texts.
Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 11

3.1 Unseen translation, comprehension, pointing and
composition
This component is designed to enable students to demonstrate their linguistic competence in
Biblical Hebrew. There is no Defined Vocabulary List for this component. Students should build on
and develop their range of vocabulary through wider reading of texts during the A-level course.
Students should be able to:
• extend and demonstrate their knowledge of vocabulary and linguistic structures through
continued linguistic study and through wider reading and by studying passages of Biblical
Hebrew
• recognise, explain, analyse and/or deploy, as appropriate, the accidence and syntax listed in
Grammar (page 13)
• accurately translate unseen material into English or Biblical Hebrew
• demonstrate a detailed understanding of the linguistic structures of material written in the
original language, including an understanding of individual words, phrases, clauses or
sentences
• present relevant information in a clear, concise and logical manner using appropriate
terminology in English
• understand and appreciate ancient Biblical Hebrew literature and have a critical awareness
of its meaning and its literary techniques.
Students will be required to:
• demonstrate their understanding of a passage of unseen prose text through comprehension,
translation and questions on syntax and accidence
• point approximately two lines of narrative prose
• demonstrate their understanding of a passage of unseen poetry text through comprehension,
translation and questions on syntax and accidence
• translate unseen material from English into Biblical Hebrew.

3.2 Prose literature and poetry
Students will study two prose texts and two poetry texts, as detailed in Works (page 20).
Students should be able to:
• demonstrate detailed knowledge and understanding of the set texts studied
• understand and appreciate the literary context from which the set texts have been taken by
reading an appropriate selection of ancient literature in English translation
• understand and appreciate, as appropriate, the social, cultural and historical contexts for the
set texts.
• identify, analyse and evaluate literary techniques, characterisation, strength of argument and
literary meaning in the set texts
• use appropriate technical terms in English to describe the literary techniques and features of
the set texts
• demonstrate appropriate historical and/or cultural knowledge when necessary for the
understanding or evaluation of a given phrase, clause, sentence or passage
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• appropriately select relevant information from the material studied to support their argument
and analyse and summarise their findings
• present relevant information in a clear, concise and coherent manner whilst writing at length,
using appropriate terminology in English.
Students will be required to:
•
•
•
•

understand and respond to passage(s) from a set text
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the wider context of a set text
translate passages of each set text into English
critically analyse the literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning of a
passage from a set text
• develop judgement and independence in their in-depth study of a range of literary texts and
their contexts
• demonstrate an increased level of critical appreciation by writing at sustained length on
passages and topics from the set texts as well as material studied in translation.
As well as all the grammatical forms defined in Grammar (page 13), students should study:
• more complex grammatical forms where they appear in the set text
• up to two explanations of the meaning of any complex, ambiguous or uncommon word or
phrase, supported by contextual and/or grammatical justification
• derivations of nouns which are derived from verbal forms, and of proper nouns (names of
people and places)
• background information about incidents, characters, places and people, where relevant for a
complete understanding of the storyline
• approximate locations of important places on maps of the region.

3.3 Grammar
Students must study the grammar below.
The general principle of this list is to cover all forms which may be examined in Paper 1: Language.
Students will be expected to be able to identify and explain more complex forms where they
appear in the set texts for Papers 2 and 3.

3.3.1 Accidence
3.3.1.1 Formation of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gender, number and state of regular and irregular nouns
Nouns formed with preformative letters  מ, אand ת, and afformative letter נ
Agreement of adjectives with nouns
Formation of comparatives and superlatives of adjectives
Cardinal and ordinal numbers
Pronominal suffixes attached to nouns, verbs and prepositions

3.3.1.2 Formation of verbs
• Weaknesses in verb roots
• All persons and numbers of the perfect and imperfect tenses/aspect, including the imperative
• Cohortative, jussive and polite imperative
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• Participles in all conjugations, used as verbs, nouns or adjectives, including the qal passive
participle
• Formation and function of qal, niphal, piel, hiphil and hithpael (in the prescribed tenses/
aspect)
• The following contracted/irregular forms of verbs:  פ''י; פ''נ; ע''ו; ל''ה; פand  עguttural; geminate;
irregularities of first root letters in hithpael
• Commonly occurring formations of hophal and pual
• Commonly occurring formations of polel, hithpolel, pilpel and hithpalpel
• Infinitive construct
• Infinitive absolute

3.3.1.3 Formation of words with prefixed and suffixed morphemes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inseparable prepositions and the preposition ‘from’
Definite article
Interrogative ה
Vav conjunctive
Vav conversive/consecutive
Gentilic י
Locative ה
Paragogic letters

3.3.1.4 Pointing
•
•
•
•
•

Syllables and vowels, including sheva and hataf vowels
Weak dagesh and strong dagesh, including euphonic dagesh
The effect of the guttural and labial letters on pointing
The effect of the accents milra/milei on pointing
Pausal form

3.3.1.5 Syntax
•
•
•
•

Word order
Relative clauses
Oath clauses
Interrogative clauses

In addition, passages selected for examination in Component 1 may contain any of the following
syntactical constructions for translation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Relative clauses
Common types of conditional sentence
Common temporal, concessive and causal clauses
Purpose clauses
Result clauses
Verbless clauses
Asseverative clauses
Common negative clauses (including legal prohibitions)
Common oath clauses
Common interrogative clauses

14 Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration

AQA A-level Biblical Hebrew 7677. A-level exams June 2020 onwards. Version 1.0 18 August 2017

3.3.2 Grammatical terminology
Students should be able to recognise and accurately use appropriate grammatical terminology
from the following list.
The Term column in this list defines the vocabulary that will be used in examination, either within
the question asked, or as part of the answer required.
Students will not be penalised for correctly using any of the acceptable alternative terms from the
list but they should not use unacceptable alternatives.
Phonetic spellings in English letters will be accepted as long as the intended meaning is clear.

3.3.2.1 Nouns, adjectives and pronouns
Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

construct form

construct state

semichut
סמיכות

preformative

noun prefix

introductory

cardinal
ordinal
dual form
mappiq

mapik

pronominal suffix
singular

יחיד

plural

רבים

comparative
superlative

3.3.2.2 Verbs
Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

root

shoresh

שׁרשׁ

aspect/tense
geminate

double ע
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Term

Acceptable alternative/s

first root letter

"פ

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

pefirst radical
I–
second root letter

"ע
ayinsecond radical
II –

third root letter

''ל
lamedthird radical
III –

perfect (aspect/tense)

past tense

עבר

imperfect (aspect/tense)

future tense

עתיד

imperative

command

צווי

emphatic imperative

softened imperative

cohortative
jussive

softening ה
extended imperative
polite imperative
infinitive construct

מקור
infinitive

negative מ

privative מ

infinitive absolute

מקור
infinitive

binyan

stem
conjugation
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Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

qal

kal

פעל

pa’al

Note that phonetic spellings of
pa’al are likely to be confused
with other conjugations.
Candidates should be
encouraged to learn the
recommended spelling or use
the terms ‘qal’ or ‘kal’.

nifal

נפעל

niphal
piel

פיעל

hiphil

hifil

הפעיל

hithpael

hitpael

התפעל

hispael
pual
hophal

פועל
hofal

הפעל

hufal
active
passive
causative
reflexive
interactive

reciprocal

participle
qal passive participle

present aspect/tense
qal passive

passive participle

3.3.2.3 Prefixed and suffixed morphemes
Term
definite article

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s
he hayedia
ה הידיעה
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Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

interrogative ה

questioning ה

he hasheila
ה השאלה

locative ה

directional ה
 הlocale
 הdirective

vav conjunctive
vav consecutive

vav conversive

vav hahipuch
ו ההיפוך

gentilic י

3.3.2.4 Pointing
Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

pointing

vowels

ניקוד

niqqud
patah

patach

פתח

kamats

qamets

קמץ

segol
hataf-

סגול
reduced

חטף

chatafcomposite
compound
hiriq

chirik

חיריק

tsere

zeire

צירי

holam

cholam

חולם

kubuts

קבוץ

shuruk

שורוק
melupim
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Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

vocal sheva

pronounced sheva

שוא נע
sheva na

silent sheva

unpronounced sheva

שוא נח
sheva nach

open syllable
closed syllable
accented syllable

tone syllable
stressed syllable

unaccented syllable

unstressed syllable

guttural letters

letters אהחרע

labial letters

letters בומפ
lip letters

weak dagesh

dagesh lene

דגש קל

dagesh qal/kal

beged kefet dagesh

 בגדכפתdagesh
strong dagesh

dagesh forte

דגש חזק

dagesh chazak
euphonic dagesh

asei merachek/dechik (where
correct)

3.3.2.5 Syntax
Term

Acceptable alternative/s

Examples of unacceptable
alternative/s

parallelism
pausal form

in pause

subject
object
ellipsis
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3.4 Works
3.4.1 Set texts
Students must study the four texts in the list below. These set texts will remain valid for the lifetime
of the specification.
Students must also study the texts included under the heading 'additional reading in English'. The
additional reading covers events referred to in the set texts and will enable students to understand
and appreciate their literary context.

3.4.1.1 Prose set texts
Set text 1: I Samuel 1-7 (omitting 2:1-10)
Set text 2: II Kings 9-13
Additional reading in English for set text 2:
I Kings 11:28-40, 12:19-33, 16:29-34, 21, II Kings 8:25-29

3.4.1.2 Poetry set texts
Set text 3: Jeremiah 13-18
Set text 4: Psalms 50-59
Additional reading in English for set text 4:
I Samuel 19:9-17, 21:2-16, 22:7-19, 23:14-28, 24:1-8, II Samuel 12:1-24

3.5 Vocabulary
There is no defined vocabulary list for the A-level in Biblical Hebrew. Rather, the qualification will
require students to know and build upon words and regular compounds of the words, which are
listed in the Core Vocabulary List for Biblical Hebrew.
This Core Vocabulary List is primarily intended as a guide for teachers to assist in the planning of
schemes of work.
Students should be introduced to a greater range of vocabulary through wider reading of original
material, more complex examples of syntax and accidence and the in-depth study of prose
literature and poetry. Students are expected to study a range of genres in order to develop a wider
vocabulary and more complex understanding of syntax and accidence. This will enable them to
translate unseen passages, answer comprehension and grammar questions on unseen passages,
and translate a passage of English into Biblical Hebrew.
In addition to the words printed in this list, the following forms are considered a part of the core
vocabulary:
• verbs formed from the listed roots
• cardinal and ordinal numbers.
Instructions for using this vocabulary list: verb roots are marked with a root sign √ and are not
pointed. All other parts of speech are pointed with their regular pointing.
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In the English column:
• a comma marks an alternative meaning which is synonymous or closely related
• a semi-colon marks an unrelated meaning.
In the Biblical Hebrew column:
• a comma marks an alternative form of the same word
• a semi-colon marks an alternative form which has a distinct meaning – marked by a semicolon on the meaning column as well.

3.5.1 General vocabulary
Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 אָבfather
√ אבדdestroy; lose
√ אבהaccept, be willing

 אֶ בְיוֹןpoor, oppressed

√ אבלmourn
 אֶ בֶןstone
 אָדוֹןlord, master

דֹנָי- ֲ אG-d

 אָדָ םman
 אֲ דָ מָ הground
 אֶ דֶ ןpedestal, socket
√ אהבlove, like

 אַהֲ בָהlove

 א ֹהֶ לtent
 אוֹor
 אוּלַיperhaps
 אָו ֶןwickedness, sin
 אוֹפַ ןwheel
supply, store-house,
 אוֹצָרtreasure
 אוֹרlight
√ אורshine
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 אוֹתsign
 אָזthen
√ אזןlisten
 אָחbrother

√ אחזseize, hold
√ אחרdelay

 אֹזֶןear
 אָחוֹתsister
inherited property,
 אֲ חֻ זָהpossession
 אַחַ רbehind, after
 אַחֵ רanother
 אַחֲ רוֹןbehind; last
 אַחֲ ִריתend, outcome
 אָחוֹרback; behind

 אִ יcoast, island, region
 אוֹי ֵב, אֹי ֵבenemy
 אַיֵּהwhere?
ְ אֵ יךhow
 אַיִלram
 אוּלָם, אֵ ילָםvestibule
 אֵ ין, אַיִןthere is/are not
 אֵ יפָ הephah (grain measure)
 אֲ נָשִׁ ים,( אִ ישׁs,pl) man, husband

 נָשִׁ ים,( אִ שָּׁ הs, pl) woman
 אֱ נוֹשׁmankind

ְ אַךonly; surely
√ אכלeat, devour
ל- ֵ אG-d, [other] gods
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 אֶ לto, towards
 אַלno, not
 אֵ לֶּהthese
 אָלָהcurse
לֹהִ ים- ֱ אG-d
 אַלְמָ נָהwidow
 אֶ לֶףthousand; tribe, clan

 אַלוּףtribal chief; friend; ox

 אִ םif, then
 אֵ םmother
 אַמָּ הforearm; cubit
female slave,
 אָמָ הmaidservant
be steady, firm,
trustworthy, faithful;
√ אמןbelieve

 אֱ מוּנָהsteadiness, loyalty

√ אמץbe strong
√ אמרsay

 אֵ מֶ רsaying, word
 אִ מְ ָרהword, utterance

 אֱ מֶ תtrustworthiness, truth
 אָנָה, אָןwhere? from where?
 אֲ נַחְ נוּwe
 אֲ נִי, אָנֹכִיI
√ אסףgather
√ אסרtie; be imprisoned
אַף

nose, nostril; anger;
also, even, the more so
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s
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ephod (priestly
 אֵ פ ֹדgarment, cult object)
end, nothingness;
 אֶ פֶ סwithout
 אֵ צֶלside; beside
√ ארבlie in ambush
purple
אַרגָּמָ ן
ְ
 אָרוֹןark
 אֶ ֶרזcedar
 א ַֹרחway, path
אַרי ֵה
ְ ,( אֲ ִריm, m and f) lion
√ ארךbe long

ְ א ֶֹרךlength

palace
אַרמוֹן
ְ
 אֶ ֶרץearth, land
√ אררcurse
 אֵ שׁfire
√ אשׁםbe(come) guilty
 אֲ שֶׁ רwho, which, that
 אֶ שֶׁ רfortune; happiness
 אֲ שֵׁ ָרהAshera, sacred tree
אֵ ת

(not translated); with,
beside

ְ אַתּ,( אַתָּ הs m,f) you
 אָתוֹןshe-donkey
(pl m; f) you
אַתּם; אַתֶּ ן
ֶ
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 אִ שֶּׁ הoffering by fire
 אָשָׁ םguilt, wrong; guilt offering
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English

 בְּאֵ רwell, pit
ֶבּגֶד

item of clothing,
garment

√ בגדtreat faithlessly
 בַּדpoles; shoots
√ בדלseparate oneself
√ בהלbe terrified
 בְּהֵ מָ הcattle, animals
√ בואgo in, enter, come

 תְּ בוּאָהproduce, yield

 בּוֹרpit, well
√ בושׁbe ashamed
√ בזהdespise
√ בזזplunder
 בָּחוּרyoung man
√ בחרchoose
√ בטחtrust

 בֶּטַ חsafety; securely

 בֶּטֶ ןbelly, womb
 בֵּין; בַּיִןbetween; interval
√ ביןunderstand

 בִּינָהinsight
 תְּ בוּנָהintelligence, skill

 בַּיִתhouse
√ בכהweep
 בְּכוֹר, בְּכ ֹרfirstborn
 בַּלnot
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Biblical Hebrew cognate
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English

√ בללmoisten; confuse
√ בלעswallow
non-existence, not,
 ִבּלְתִּ י; ְל ִבלְתִּ יexcept; not to
 בָּמָ הhigh place
 בֵּןson
√ בנהbuild
on account of, for the
sake of, because of, in
 בַּעֲ בוּרorder that
(n) distance; (prep)
behind, through, for
 בְּעַ ד,( בַּעַ דthe benefit of)
בַּעַ ל

owner, husband; idol
(Baal)

consume, burn,
√ בערdestroy; graze
√ בקעsplit
 בָּקָ רcows, herds, cattle
 בּ ֹקֶ רmorning
√ בקשׁask, search
√ בראcreate
 בּ ְַרזֶלiron
√ ברחrun away, flee
ַ בּ ְִריחbar
 בּ ְִריתcovenant, promise
√ ברךbless
 בָּשָׂ רflesh, meat
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 בּ ְָרכָהblessing
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 בַּתdaughter
ְ בְּתוֹךsee ְתָּ ו ֶך
 בְּתוּלָהvirgin
loftiness, exaltation;
pride
גָּאוֹן
√ גאלredeem

 גּ ֹאֵ לredeemer

√ גבהּbe high

ַ גָּב ֹהhigh

 גְּבוּלboundary, territory
ָ  גּstrength
ְבוּרה

 ֶגּבֶרyoung man; strong man
 גִּבּוֹרwarrior, strong man

 ִגּבְעָ הhill; (cultic) high place
 גְּדוּדraiding party
be(come) strong, great;
√ גדלbring up, let grow,
nourish

 גָּדוֹלgreat

 מִ גְדָּ לtower
 גּוֹיpeople, nation
sojourn, live
√ גורtemporarily

 גֵּרstranger

lot, lottery; allotment,
portion
ָ
גּוֹרל
 ַגּי ְאvalley
shriek ecstatically,
√ גילshout with joy
√ גלהreveal, uncover; depart

 גּוֹלָהexiles; deportation, exile

 גִּלּוּלidols
 גַּםalso, indeed
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 גָּמָ לcamel
√ גמלfinish; be weaned
 גַּןgarden
√ גנבsteal
 גֶּפֶ ןvine, grape
 גּ ֶֹרןthreshing-floor
banish, divorce, drive
√ גרשׁout; toss up
 גֶּשֶׁ םrain
√ דבקstick to, stay close
 דֶּ בֶרplague
√ דברspeak

 דָּ בָרword, thing, matter

 דְּ בַשׁhoney
 דָּ גָה, דָּ גfish
 דָּ גָןgrain
 דּוֹדbeloved, lover
 דּוֹרgeneration
 דַּ יsufficiency, enough
 דַּ לmean, scanty; poor
 דֶּ לֶתdoor
 דָּ םblood

√ דרךtread
√ דרשׁseek, ask
 הֶ בֶלbreath; vanity, idol(s)
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 הוּאhe
 הוֹיalas!, woe!, ahoy!
 הִ יאshe
√ היהbe, happen, become
 הֵ יכָלpalace, temple
√ הלךgo, walk
√ הללpraise

 תְּ הִ לָּהglory, praise

 הֵ נָּה,( הֵ מָּ הm, f) they
√ המהmake noise, roar
 הִ נֵּהbehold!, look!

 הָ מוֹןtumult, turmoil, crowd
 הֵ ןbehold!; if

 הֵ נָּהhere; until now
√ הפךturn, overturn
 הַ רmountain, range
√ הרגkill
conceive, become
√ הרהpregnant
√ הרסdemolish
√ זבחsacrifice

 ֶזבַחsacrifice
ַ מִ ְזבֵּחaltar

 ז ֹאת,( זֶהm, f) this
 זָהָ בgold
√ זובflow; suffer a discharge
 זַיִתolive (fruit and tree)
 ָזכָרman; male (animal)
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√ זכרremember
√ זמרsing
commit adultery, be a
√ זנהprostitute, be unfaithful

( זֹנָהfemale) prostitute

√ זעקcry out; call to arms
 זָקֵ ןold; old man, elder
 זָרstrange, different
√ זרהscatter
ַ זְרוֹעarm
√ זרעsow
 זרקscatter

 ז ֶַרעseed, descendants
 מִ ז ְָרקsprinkling basin

hide (oneself), be
√ חבאhidden
 חֶ בֶלrope; measure, plot
√ חבשׁbind; saddle
festival, feast, festival
 חַ ג, חָ גsacrifice
√ חגרgird, put on a belt
√ חדלstop
 חֶ דֶ רroom, bedroom
 חָ דָ שׁnew, fresh

 ח ֹדֶ שׁnew moon, month

√ חוהsee שׁחה
( חוֹמָ הcity) wall
 חוּץoutside, street
√ חזהsee
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 חָ זוֹןvision
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Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

be(come) strong; seize,
grasp

English

 חָ זָקhard, strong
 חַ טָ אתsin; sin-offering

√ חטאmiss (a mark); sin

 חֵ טְ אfault, sin
 חַ י; חַ יִּיםlife, living; lifetime

√ חיהlive, be alive

( חַ יָּהs or pl) animals
חַ יִל

strength; wealth; army;
virtue

 חֵ יקlap, bosom
 חָ כָםwise

 חָ כְמָ הwisdom

 חֵ לֶבfat
 חָ לָבmilk
√ חלהbe(come) weak, ill
 חֲ לוֹםdream
√ חללpollute; begin

 חָ לָלslain, struck dead

√ חלץtake off; ready for battle
√ חלקdivide; scatter

 חֵ לֶקpart, portion
 מַ חֲ לֹקֶ תportion, share

 חֵ מָ הheat; rage
 חֲ מוֹרdonkey
√ חמלfeel compassion for
 חָ מָ סviolence, wrong
√ חנהcamp

 מַ חֲ נֶהcamp, army

 חֲ נִיתspear
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without compensation;
 חִ נָּםin vain
√ חנןbe gracious to, favour
 חֶ סֶ דloyalty, kindness

 חֵ ןcharm, grace, favour
(one who is) faithful,
 חָ סִ ידdevout

√ חסהseek refuge
please, delight, take
pleasure,
want
√חפץ

 חֵ פֶ ץdelight, joy

 חֵ ץarrow
 חֲ צִי, חֵ צִיhalf (of)
 חָ צֵרcourtyard, settlement
 ח ֹקrule

 חֻ קָּ הstatute, law

 חֶ ֶרבsword
√ חרבbe dry

 חָ ְרבָּהdesert, waste

√ חרדtremble, shudder
√ חרהbe(come) hot, angry

 חָ רוֹןanger

√ חרםdevote to the ban
√ חרףtaunt, reproach
 חֶ ְרפָּ הreproach, disgrace
 חָ ָרשׁcraftsman
√ חרשׁbe deaf; be silent
√חשׁב

account, regard, value,
think

ְ ח ֹשֶׁ ךdarkness
become related by
marriage; father√( חתןmother-) in-law
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 מַ חֲ שָׁ בָהthought
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be shattered; filled with
√ חתתterror
 טַ בָּחbutcher, cook
 טַ בַּעַ תring, signet-ring
√ טהרbe clean, pure
√ טובbe good, pleasant

 טָ הוֹרclean, pure
 טוֹבgood; goodness
 טוּבgoodness, the best

√ טמאbe unclean

 טְ מֵ אָה, טָ מֵ אunclean
 טֻ מְ אָהuncleanness

 טַ ףchildren
 בְּטֶ ֶרם, טֶ ֶרםnot yet; before
(great) river (Nile,
 י ְא ֹרEuphrates)
√ יבשׁbe dry; dry up
 י ָדhand
throw; thank, praise,
√ ידהconfess
√ ידעknow, notice

(song, sacrifice of)
 תּוֹדָ הthanksgiving
 דַּ עַ תknowledge
ַ מַ דּוּעwhy?

√ יהבgive; come on!
ה-ָ  י,ה-ו-ה- יG-d
 יוֹםday

 יוֹמָ םin the daytime; daily

 יוֹנָהdove
 י ַחְ דָּ ו, י ַחַ דcommunity; together
√ יחלwait
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√ יטבbe good
 י ַיִןwine
√ יכחdispute; tell off
√ יכלbe able
√ ילדbring forth, give birth

 יַלְדָּ ה,( יֶלֶדs m; f) boy, girl
descendants,
 תּוֹלֵדוֹתgenerations

 י ָםsea; west
 י ָמִ יןright hand; south

 י ְמָ נִיright (hand); southern

√ ינקsuck, suckle, nurse
found, lay the
√ יסדfoundations of
√ יסףcontinue, add; stop
teach; teach oneself,
√ יסרtake advice

 מוּסָ רcorrection

√ יעדmeet, gather, set

מוֹעֵ ד

appointed place or time;
season

 עֵ דָ הcongregation, community
 י ַעַ ןon account of; because
√ יעץgive advice; ask advice
 י ַעַ רforest
 י ָפֶ הhandsome, beautiful
√ יצאgo out, come out
take one's stand,
position, stand firm;
√ יצבappear, arrive
dish up (food); pour out
√( יצקliquid)
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 עֵ צָהadvice
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 י ָקָ רrare, costly; noble
√ יראfear, be afraid

יִראָה
ְ fear, awe
 י ֵָראfearing, afraid
awe-inspiring
ָ
נוֹרא

√ ירדgo down
instruct, teach; throw,
shoot
√ירה

ָ
teaching, law
תּוֹרה

 י ְִריעָ הcurtain, tent
ְ י ֵָרךupper thigh
√ירשׁ

possess, inherit;
dispossess

 תִּ ירוֹשׁwine

 י ֵשׁthere is/are
√ ישׁבsit, live

 י ֹשֵׁ בinhabitant
 מוֹשָׁ בdwelling-place, seat

√ ישׁעbe saved; save

 י ְשׁוּעָ הsalvation
 י ֵשַׁ עsalvation, liberation

 י ָשָׁ רstraight, right, upright
 י ָתוֹםorphan
√ יתרbe left, remain

 י ֶתֶ רremainder

 כַּאֲ שֶׁ רas, when
√ כבדbe heavy, honoured
כָּבוֹד

 ָכּבֵדheavy, weighty; rich

possessions; honour,
glory

√ כבסwash
 ִכּבְשָׂ ה,( ֶכּבֶשׂm, f) young ram, lamb
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 כּ ֹהso
 כּ ֹהֵ ןpriest
 כּוֹכָבstar
√ כולseize; contain; clasp
√כון

be established;
establish; prepare

ַ כּ ֹחstrength, power
√ כחדbe hidden
כִּי

because, for, that,
when, but, indeed

 ָכּכָהso, thus
 ִכּכָּרloaf of bread; coin
 כּ ֹל, כָּלall, every
 ֶכּלֶבdog
 ַכּלָּהdaughter-in-law, bride
√כלה

ְכּלִי

finish, complete; finish
off
vessel, utensil,
container

√ כלםbe shamed, disgraced
 כְּמוֹjust like
 כֵּןrightly, upright, right
 כִּנּוֹרlyre, harp
√ כנעbe subdued, humbled
 ָכּנָףwing, corner
 כִּסֵּ אseat, throne
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Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s
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√ כסהcover
 כְּסִ ילfool, stupid person
 כֶּסֶ ףsilver
√( כעסbe) irritated, angry
 כַּףhand, palm
 לְפִ י,כְּפִ י

according to; as, so
that

√ כפרcover; expiate
 כְּרוּבcherub
 כּ ֶֶרםvineyard
√ כרעbend the knee, kneel
√כרת

cut (off); make (a
promise/agreement)

 כִּשְׂ בָּה, כֶּשֶׂ בsee ֶכּבֶשׂ
√ כשׁלstumble
√ כתבwrite
 כָּתֵ ףshoulder(-blade)
 לֹאno, not
 לְא ֹםpeople, nation
 ֵלבָב, לֵבheart
 ְלבַדalone; besides
√ לבשׁput on, clothe

 לְבוּשׁgarment; clothes

ַ לוּחtablet; board, plank
 לֶחֶ םbread, food
√ לחםfight

 מִ לְחָ מָ הwar, battle

Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 37

Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 לַיִל, ַליְלָהnight
√ ליןspend the night
√ לכדseize, capture
 ָלכֵןtherefore
√ למדlearn; teach
 לָמָּ ה, לָמָ הwhy?
לְמַ עַ ן

for the sake of; in order
that

 לְפִ יsee כְּפִ י
√ לקחtake
√ לקטgather, glean
 לִקְ ַראתtowards, opposite
 לָשׁוֹןtongue, language
 לִשְׁ כָּהhall
 מְ א ֹדvery; force
 מְ אוּמָ הanything (at all)
 מֵ אָזsince, formerly
√ מאןrefuse
√ מאסreject
 מִ ְבצָרfortress, fortified city
 מָ גֵןshield
 מִ ג ְָרשׁpasture, open space
 מִ דְ בָּרwilderness, desert
√ מדדmeasure
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 מְ דִ ינָהprovince, district
 מַ ה, מֶ ה, מָ הwhat? how?
√ מהרhurry
√ מוטwaver, totter
 מוּלfront; front of, towards
√ מולcircumcise
 מוֹפֵ תsign, omen, miracle
√ מותdie

 מָ ו ֶתdeath
 מֵ תdead

 מִ ז ְָרחsunrise, east
√ מחהwipe off; wipe out
 מָ חָ רtomorrow

the following day; on the
 מָ חֱ ָרתnext day

 מָ טָ רrain
 מִ יwho?
 מַ יִםwater
√ מכרsell
√ מלאbe full; fill, fulfil

 מָ לֵאfull
 מְ לֹאfullness, what fills

ְ מַ לְאָךmessenger, angel
 מְ לָאכָהwork
 מִ לָּהword, message
√ מלטescape; save, deliver
√ מלךreign, be king

ְ מֶ לֶךking
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 מַ ְלכָּהqueen
 מַ מְ ָלכָהkingdom
 מַ לְכוּתkingdom
מִ ן

from, out of, part of,
because of, than

 מִ נְחָ הgift; offering
 מֵ עֶ הbowels, abdomen
 מְ עַ טfew; a little
√ מעלbe unfaithful
 מַ עֲ לָלdeed, act
 מְ עָ ָרהcave
 מַ עֲ שֵׂ רtithe, tenth
√ מצאfind
 מַ צָּהunleavened bread
 מָ קוֹםplace
 מַ רbitter; bitterly
√ מרהbe rebellious, obstinate
 מִ ְרמָ הdeceit, fraud
√ משׁחanoint
√ משׁךseize, pull
 מָ שָׁ לsaying, proverb
√ משׁלrule, govern
 מִ שְׁ נֶהsecond, double
( מִ שְׁ פָּ חָ הextended) family; clan
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 מָ תַ יwhen?
 מָ תְ נַיִםloins
 נָאnow; please
נְאֻ ם

utterance, declaration,
says

√ נבאprophesy

 נָבִיאprophet

√ נבטlook at
 נְ ֵבלָהcorpse, carcass
 נֶגֶבthe dry country; south
 נֶגֶדopposite, before
√ נגדmake known, tell
 נָגִידchief, leader
√ נגעtouch, reach

 נֶגַעplague, blow

√ נגףinjure, strike
√ נגשׁdraw near, approach
√ נדחbe scattered
 נֵדֶ ר, נֶדֶ רvow, promise
 נָהָ רriver, stream
pasturage, abode;
 נָו ֶהpraiseworthy
√ נוחrest, make quiet, lay

ַ נִיחוֹחsoothing, tranquilising

√ נוסrun away, flee
√ נועshake, totter
√ נוףmove back and forth
√ נחהlead
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English

torrent valley, wadi,
river

√ נחלinherit property

 נַחֲ לָהinheritance

be sorry, repent;
√ נחםcomfort, console
 נְח ֹשֶׁ תcopper, bronze
√ נטהturn, stretch out

 מַ טֶּ הstick; tribe

√ נטעplant
√ נטשׁleave, abandon
√ נכהhit, strike
√ נכרinvestigate; recognise

 מַ כָּהblow, wound
 נֵכָרforeign land
foreign, strange;
 נָכ ְִריforeigner

(put someone to the)
√ נסהtest
ְ נֵסֶ ך,ְ נֶסֶ ךlibation (liquid offering)
√ נסעtravel, depart
 נַעַ רlad, youth, servant

 נַעֲ ָרהyoung girl, maid
ִ  נyouth
ְעוּרים

√ נפלfall
 נֶפֶ שׁlife, self, soul, mind
take a stand, be
√ נצבstationed
glory, victory;
 נֵצַחeverlastingness
lead; supervise, be
√ נצחlong-lasting
√ נצלbe saved; take away
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

√ נצרwatch, guard
√ נקהbe free, clean

 נָקִ יfree from, exempt

√ נקםtake revenge
 נֵרlamp
√ נשׂאlift, carry

ָ ְ מlampstand
נוֹרה
 נָשִׂ יאprince, leader
 מַ שָּׂ אcarrying, burden

√ נשׂגovertake
√ נשׁקkiss
√ נתןgive
√ נתץtear down, demolish
√ סבבturn around, surround

 סָ בִיבcircuit; surrounding

shut, close; deliver up,
√ סגרgive in one's power
 סוּסָ ה,( סוּסm, f) horse
√סור

turn aside; take away,
remove

selah (unexplained
technical term of
 סֶ לָהmusic)
√ סלחforgive
 סֶ לַעrock
 סֹלֶתfine wheat flour
√ סמךsupport
√ ספרwrite, count; tell

 מִ סְ פָּ רnumber
 ס ֹפֵ רscribe, writer
 סֵ פֶ רscroll, book
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 סָ ִריסeunuch, court official
√ סתרconceal, hide

 סֵ תֶ רhiding place; garment

√ עבדserve, work

 עֶ בֶדservant
 עֲ בוֹדָ הservice, work

√ עברpass, cross, transgress

 עֵ בֶרside, opposite side
 עֶ ב ְָרהarrogance

 עֵ גֶלcalf
עַ ד

to, as far as, until,
while; eternity, always

 עֵ דֶ רflock, herd
 עוֹדyet, still, again

√עוד
testify, surround

warning sign, reminder,
testimony;
 עֵ דָ ה, עֵ דוּתcommandment
 עֵ דָ ה, עֶ דwitness

 עַ וְלָהwickedness, unfairness
 עֹלָם,עוֹלָם

remote time, forever,
eternity

 עָ וֹןtransgression, sin
 עוֹףflying creatures; birds
 עוֹרskin, leather
√ עורarouse, awake
 עֵ זgoat; goat's hair
 עָ ז, ע ֹזstrength, power

 מָ עוֹזfortress

√ עזבleave, abandon
√ עזרhelp
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 עַ יִןeye; fountain
 עָ ִרים,( עִ ירs, pl) city
 עַ לon, upon, against, over
 ע ֹלyoke, burden
 מַ עַ לupwards; above

√ עלהgo up; offer up

 עֹלָהburnt offering
 עֶ לְיוֹןupper, Most High (G-d)
 מַ עֲ לָהascent
 עִ םwith
 עַ םpeople, nation, relative
( עִ מָּ דalways with suffix) with
√ עמדstand

 עַ מּוּדpillar, column

 ( ְל(עֻ מַּ תjust like; close to, at
 עָ מָ לdistress, trouble; effort
 עֵ מֶ קvalley
√ענה

answer, declare; be
afflicted, oppress

 עָ נִיafflicted, poor
 עֱ נִיmisery, affliction

 עָ נָןclouds
 עָ פָ רdry earth, dust
 עֵ ץtree
 עֶ צֶםbone; substance, self
√ עצרrestrain, stop
 עֶ ֶרבevening
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English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 עֲ ָרבָהdesert, plain
 עֶ ְרו ָהnakedness, shame
√ ערךarrange, set in order

ְ עֵ ֶרךlayer, row; accessories

 עָ ֵרלuncircumcised
 ע ֶֹרףneck, nape
 עֵ שֶׂ בgreen plants, herbs
√ עשׂהdo, make

 מַ עֲ שֶׂ הwork

√ עשׁקoppress, do wrong
 ע ֹשֶׁ רriches
 עֵ תtime

 עַ תָּ הnow

 פֵּ אָהside, corner
encounter, meet;
√ פגעentreat
buy (off), redeem,
√ פדהransom
 פֶּ הmouth
 פּ ֹא, פּוֹ, פּ ֹהhere
√ פוץscatter, disperse
 פַּ חַ דtrembling, terror
be extraordinary,
√ פלאwonderful
 פִּ י ֶלגֶשׁ, פִּ ֶלגֶשׁconcubine
√ פללpray, judge

 תְּ פִ לָּהprayer

 פֶּ ןin case
√ פנהturn
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 לִפְ נֵיbefore, in front of
 פְּ נִימִ יinner
Passover (festival,
 פֶּ סַ חsacrifice)
 פּ ֹעַ לdeed, work
√ פעלmake, do
 פַּ עַ םfoot, step; time
√פקד

visit, count, appoint;
miss; gather

 פְּ קֻ דָּ הappointment, service

( פַּ ר; פָּ ָרהm, f) young bull; cow
√ פרחsprout; break out
 פְּ ִריfruit, offspring
make a breach; burst
√ פרץout
break out, burst forth;
√ פררshake
 פָּ ָרשׁhorsemen, horse
√ פרשׂspread out; flaunt
 פשׁטtake off; ready for battle
√ פשׁעrevolt, rebel

rebellion, revolt,
transgression
פֶּ שַׁ ע

√ פתחopen, loosen

 פֶּ תַ חopening, entrance

 צ ֹאן; צֹנֶהflock, sheep
ָצבָא

service in war; army,
organised group

 צַדside
be in the right, have a
√ צדקjust cause, justify

 צַדִּ יקrighteous; fair, just
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

righteousness; what is
 צֶדֶ קright
 צְדָ קָ הrighteousness
 ַצו ְאָרneck
√ צוהcommand

 מִ ְצו ָהcommandment

( צוּרlarge) rock
 צֵלshadow, shade
√( צלחbe) strong; succeed
 ֵצלָעrib
√ צמחsprout
√ צעקcry out
arrange; overlay; keep
√ צפהguard, watch
 צָפוֹןnorth
 צִפּוֹרbird
√ צפןhide; treasure up
 צ ַָרעַ תskin disease
√ צרףsmelt, refine
wrap up; be hostile
√ צררtoward; be distressed

 צַרenemy
 צ ָָרהdistress

assemble, gather
√ קבץtogether
√ קברbury
 קֵ דֶ ם, קֶ דֶ םin front, east
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

√קדשׁ

be holy; make holy; set
aside

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

 קָ דוֹשׁholy
 ק ֹדֶ שׁholy
 מִ קְ דָּ שׁsanctuary, holy place

√ קהלassemble
√ קוהwait, await

 קָ הָ לassembly, congregation
 תִּ קְ ו ָהexpectation, hope

 קוֹלvoice, sound
√ קוםget up, rise, stand
 קָ ט ֹןsmall, insignificant
send an offering up in
√ קטרsmoke; make smoke

 קוֹמָ הheight, stature
 קָ טָ ןsmall, young
smoke (of sacrifice);
 קְ ט ֶֹרתincense

 קִ ירwall
be slight; declare
√ קללcursed; make light

 קְ ָללָהcurse

be envious of, arouse
√ קנאjealousy

 קִ נְאָהpassion

√ קנהacquire, buy

 מִ קְ נֶהpossession of land/cattle

 קֵ ץend; boundary

 קָ צֶהend, border

√ קצףbe(come) angry
√ קצרreap, harvest; shorten
√קרא

קֶ ֶרב; בְּקֶ ֶרב

 קָ צִירcrop, harvest

call; meet; read;
happen
inward part; in the
middle of

√ קרבdraw near

 קְ רוֹבָה, קָ רוֹבnear
 קָ ְרבָּןoffering, gift

 קֶ ֶרןhorn
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Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

√ קרעtear up
 קֶ ֶרשׁplank, board
√ קשׁבbe attentive
 קָ שֶׁ הhard, severe
√ קשׁרtie up, bind
 קֶ שֶׁ תbow (weapon); rainbow
√ ראהsee
 ר ֹאשׁhead
√רבב

be(come) numerous;
multiply

 מַ ְראֶ הsight, appearance
 ֵראשִׁ יתbeginning, first
ַרב

much, many; captain,
chief

 ר ֹבabundance, multitude
√רבה

be(come) numerous;
multiply

great number, many,
 הַ ְרבֵּהmuch

√ רגזshake, quake, rage
 ֶרגֶלfoot
√ רדףpursue, chase
ַ רוּחspirit, wind
√ רוםbe high, raise

ַ ֵריחscent, smell
 תְּ רוּמָ הtribute, contribution
 מָ רוֹםheight

√ רועshout

 תְּ רוּעָ הshout (of alarm, joy)

√ רוץrun away, flee
 ר ֹחַ בbreadth

 ְרחוֹב, ְרח ֹבbroad open space, plaza

 ַרחַ ם, ֶרחֶ םwomb
show love for, take pity
√ רחםon
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

√ רחץwash (oneself)
√ רחקbe(come) far, distant
√ ריבargue, plead (a case)
√ רכבride

 ָרחוֹקfar, distant; distance
argument, quarrel; legal
 ִריבָה, ִריבspeech
 ֶרכֶבchariot, chariotry
 מֶ ְר ָכּבָהchariot

 ִרמּוֹןpomegranate
√ רנןshout (for joy), cheer

 ִרנָּהshout of joy

ַ ֵרעfriend, companion
 ָרעָ בhunger, famine
√רעה

feed, graze, look after
(animals)

√ רעעbe wicked, evil; break

 ר ֹעֶ הshepherd
 ָרעָ ה, ַרע, ָרעevil

√ רפאheal
become slack, sink
√ רפהdown, be weak
√ רצהbe pleased with; like

 ָרצוֹןpleasure, favour, will

√ רצחkill, murder
 ַרקonly
√ רשׁעbe(come) guilty

 ְרשָׁ עָ ה,ָרשָׁ ע

(s m, f) guilty; wicked
(one)

 ִרשְׁ עָ ה, ֶרשַׁ עwrong, injustice, guilt
sheol, underworld;
 שְׁ אוֹלgrave
√ שׁאלask
√ שׁארremain; be left over

 שְׁ אֵ ִריתremainder
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Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

√ שׁבהtake captive

English

(those who are/that
 שְׁ בִיwhich is) taken captive
(carrying off to) captivity,
 שְׁ בִית, שְׁ בוּתimprisonment

 שֵׁ בֶטrod, stick; tribe
√ שׁבעswear, promise
√ שׂבעsatisfy, be satisfied
√ שׁברbreak
√ שׁבתrest, stop

breaking, fracture;
 שֵׁ בֶר, שֶׁ בֶרinterpretation
 שַׁ בָּתsabbath, rest

√ שׁדדdevastate, lay waste
 שָׂ דֶ הfield
דַּ י- ַ שׁG-d
 שֶׂ הlamb, kid
 שָׁ ו ְאworthlessness; in vain
√ שׁובturn, return
 שׁוֹפָ רram's horn, trumpet
 שׁוֹרbull, ox
√ שׁחהbow down
√ שׁחטslaughter, kill
play (act) clumsy;
√ שׂחקlaugh
√ שׁחתruin, destroy
√ שׂיםput
√ שׁירsing
√ שׁיתput, place
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

√ שׁכבlie down

English

 מִ שְׁ כָּבcouch, bed

√ שׁכחforget
have success;
√ שׂכלunderstand
 שְׁ כֶםShechem; shoulder
√ שׁכםrise early
 מִ שְׁ כָּןdwelling, tabernacle

√ שׁכןlive, settle
√ שׁלחsend, stretch out, let go
 שֻׁ לְחָ ןtable
√ שׁלךthrow
 שָׁ לָלplunder, booty, loot
be whole, complete;
√ שׁלםrepay; make peace

 שֶׁ לֶםfinal or peace offering
 שָׁ לוֹםpeace, health

 שֵׁ םname, reputation
 שָׁ םthere
 שְׂ מ ֹאלleft; left hand
√ שׁמדbe destroyed; destroy
√ שׂמחbe happy

 שִׂ מְ חָ הjoy, rejoicing

 שָׁ מַ יִםheavens, sky
be astonished; be
√ שׁמםdesolate

 שְׁ מָ מָ הhorror, desolation
 שַׁ מָּ הastonishment, horror

 שֶׁ מֶ ןoil
√ שׁמעhear, listen, obey
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English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

√ שׁמרkeep watch, guard

English

 מִ שְׁ מֶ ֶרתguard, obligation, service

 שֶׁ מֶ שׁsun
 שֵׁ ןtooth; cliff
√ שׂנאhate

 שֹׂנֵאenemy

 שָׁ נָהyear
 שָׁ נִיcrimson, scarlet
 שָׂ עִ ירhe-goat; hairy
 שַׁ עַ רgate

 שׁוֹעֵ רgatekeeper

 שְׂ ע ָֹרהbarley
 שָׂ פָ הlip; shore
female slave,
 שִׁ פְ חָ הmaidservant
√ שׁפטjudge; plead

מִ שְׁ פָּ ט

judgement, custom,
justice

 שׁ ֹפֵ טjudge
√ שׁפךpour out
goathair cloth,
 שַׂ קsackcloth; sack
√ שׁקהgive to drink
have peace, be at
√ שׁקטpeace, be quiet
 שֶׁ קֶ לshekel (unit of weight)
 שֶׁ קֶ רlie, falsehood
 שַׂ רleader, prince
√ שׂרףburn
 שׁ ֶֹרשׁroot
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Biblical
Hebrew

English

Biblical Hebrew cognate
word/s

English

√ שׁרתserve
 שֵׁ שׁlinen
√ שׁתהdrink

( מִ שְׁ תֶּ הdrinking-) feast

 תְּ אֵ נָהfig (-tree)
 תֵּ בֵלworld, continent(s)
 תְּ הוֹםdeep, ocean depths
ְתָּ ו ֶךְ; בְּתוֹך

middle; in the middle
of, through

 תּוֹלֵעָ הworm
 תּוֹעֵ בָהabomination
תַּ חַ ת

beneath, under, instead
of

 תַּ חְ תּוֹן, תַּ חְ תִּ יlower, lowest; the lowest

 תְּ ֵכלֶתviolet/blue wool
continuance; regularly,
continually
תָּ מִ יד
√ תמםbe complete

 תָּ מִ יםwhole, blameless

√ תעהwander off, stagger
 תִ פְ אֶ ֶרתornament, decoration
√ תפשׂseize, take hold of
drive, thrust; strike;
√ תקעpitch
 תְּ שׁוּעָ הsalvation
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4 Scheme of assessment
Find past papers and mark schemes, and specimen papers for new courses, on our website at
aqa.org.uk/pastpapers
This specification is designed to be taken over two years.
This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all
assessments at the end of the course and in the same series.
A-level exams and certification for this specification are available for the first time in May/June
2020 and then every May/June for the life of the specification.
All materials are available in English only.
Our A-level exams in Biblical Hebrew include questions that allow students to demonstrate their
ability to:
• read and understand a range of literary texts, both prose and poetry, in the original language
• apply analytical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level which show direct engagement
with the ancient texts
• apply their critical thinking skills to make an informed personal response to the material
studied.

4.1 Aims
Courses based on this specification must encourage students to:
• develop an appropriate level of competence in the language studied
• acquire the language skills which enable a student to read literary texts, both prose and
poetry, in the original language
• develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, the literary, historical and cultural features of the
ancient world
• acquire the literary skills which enable students to read ancient literature, both prose and
poetry, in its original language with appropriate attention to literary techniques, styles and
genres
• apply analytical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level which show direct engagement
with original texts in the ancient language
• make an informed personal response to the material studied
• begin to develop a sensitive and analytical approach to language generally
• develop research and analytical skills that will empower them to become independent
learners.

4.2 Assessment objectives
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all A-level Biblical
Hebrew specifications and all exam boards.
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The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the language.
• AO2: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature.
• AO3: Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature.

4.2.1 Assessment objective weightings for A-level Biblical Hebrew
Assessment objectives (AOs)

Component weightings
(approx %)

Overall weighting
(approx %)

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
AO1

50

50

AO2

11.7

11.7

23.3

AO3

13.3

13.3

26.7

25

25

100

Overall weighting of components

50

4.3 Assessment weightings
The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components.
Students’ final marks will be calculated by adding together the scaled marks for each component.
Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled marks are
shown in the table below.
Component

Maximum raw mark

Scaling factor

Maximum scaled mark

Paper 1: Translation,
Comprehension and
Composition

150

x1

150

Paper 2: Prose
Literature

75

x1

75

Paper 3: Poetry

75

x1

75
Total scaled mark: 300

4.4 Paper 1: Translation, comprehension and composition
Duration: 3 hours; total raw mark: 150
This component is designed to enable students to demonstrate their linguistic competence in
Biblical Hebrew.
There is no Defined Vocabulary List for this component. Students should build on and develop their
range of vocabulary through wider reading of texts during the A-level course. No dictionaries are
allowed in this exam.

4.4.1 Unseen prose translation, comprehension and pointing
In Section A, students will translate an unseen passage of Biblical Hebrew prose into English, and
respond to comprehension and grammar questions on a second unseen passage of Biblical
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Hebrew prose. One or two sentences of background information will be given in English as an
introduction to the Biblical Hebrew text. Names of people and places in the text will be glossed, as
well as words that are either very rare or used unusually, if the meaning cannot be derived from the
available text.
Questions will target accurate understanding of the Biblical Hebrew text. Students should be able
to translate unprepared passages from Biblical Hebrew into idiomatic English which accurately
transfers the meaning of the Biblical Hebrew, while showing an awareness of its morphology and
syntax. The split between comprehension and grammar questions will be approximately even.
Students will also be required to point approximately 25 words of Biblical Hebrew prose.

4.4.2 Unseen poetry translation and comprehension
In Section B, students will translate an unseen passage of Biblical Hebrew poetry into English, and
respond to comprehension and grammar questions on a second unseen passage of Biblical
Hebrew poetry. One or two sentences of background information will be given in English as an
introduction to the Biblical Hebrew text. Names of people and places in the text will be glossed, as
well as words that are either very rare or used unusually, if the meaning cannot be derived from the
available text.
Questions will target accurate understanding of the Biblical Hebrew text. Students should be able
to translate unprepared passages from Biblical Hebrew into idiomatic English which accurately
transfers the meaning of the Biblical Hebrew, while showing an awareness of its morphology and
syntax. The split between comprehension and grammar questions will be approximately even.

4.4.3 Composition
In Section C, students will translate a prose passage, of approximately 100 words in length, from
English into Biblical Hebrew. The passage will be based on a suitably ancient text, and may be
adapted. The passage will be written primarily in third person narrative prose, with some direct
speech. Names of people and places in the text will be provided in pointed Hebrew in a glossary.

4.5 Paper 2: Prose literature
Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 75
In Sections A and B, students will answer questions to show their understanding and appreciation
of Set texts 1 and 2. For each set text, students will translate a passage from the set text into
English and answer comprehension and grammar questions, which will target contextual and
grammatical understanding of the text.
For each set text, students will answer a 15-mark question analysing literary style, characterisation,
argument and literary meaning. Students will be asked to refer both to the content and to the
language of the passage.
In Section C, students will write an essay which draws upon material from Set text 2 and the
material read in translation. Students will need to select relevant examples from the set text and
draw and express conclusions based on the selected examples in relation to the question posed.
The question will require a critical and analytical response.
Students will be advised to write approximately 300 words for each 15-mark question, and
approximately 500 words for the essay question. Everything that students write will be marked;
there is no word limit. Students who write the recommended number of words will have access to
the full range of marks.
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No dictionaries are allowed in this exam.
Access to the set texts is not allowed in this exam, except for those extracts quoted within the
exam paper.

4.6 Paper 3: Poetry
Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 75
In Sections A and B, students will answer questions to show their understanding and appreciation
of Set texts 3 and 4. For each set text, students will translate a passage from the set text into
English and answer comprehension and grammar questions, which will target contextual and
grammatical understanding of the text.
For each set text, students will answer a 15-mark question analysing literary style, characterisation,
argument and literary meaning. Students will be asked to refer both to the content and to the
language of the passage.
In Section C, students will write an essay which draws upon material from Set text 4 and the
material read in translation. Students will need to select relevant examples from the set text and
draw and express conclusions based on the selected examples in relation to the question posed.
The question will require a critical and analytical response.
Students will be advised to write approximately 300 words for each 15-mark question, and
approximately 500 words for the essay question. Everything that students write will be marked;
there is no word limit. Students who write the recommended number of words will have access to
the full range of marks.
No dictionaries are allowed in this exam.
Access to the set texts is not allowed in this exam, except for those extracts quoted within the
exam paper.

4.7 Assessment Criteria
4.7.1 Paper 1: Translation questions (AO1)
Translation passages will be divided into sections, each worth 5 marks.
The general principle in assessing each section will be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved.
Marks

Description

5

Accurate translation with one slight error
allowed

4

Mostly correct

3

More than half right

2

Less than half right

1

Little recognisable relation or meaning to the
Biblical Hebrew

0

No response or no response worthy of credit
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4.7.2 Paper 1: Pointing question (AO1)
The number of pointing errors will be added up and marks awarded according to the grid below.
Each separate vowel or point will be included in the count, as follows:
1. An incorrect vowel = one error
2. A vowel on a letter which should be unpointed = one error
3. A missing vowel or dagesh = one error
4. A dagesh in a letter which should not have one = one error
Marks

Description

5

1–5 errors

4

6–10 errors

3

11–20 errors

2

21–30 errors

1

31–45 errors

0

more than 45 errors

4.7.3 Paper 1: Composition question (AO1)
The composition passage will be divided into nine sections, each worth 5 marks. Additional marks
to a maximum of 5 will be awarded for individual instances of idiomatic and stylish Biblical Hebrew
writing.
The general principle in assessing each section will be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved.
For each of the nine phrases, the examiner will start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and
use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the descriptor for that mark. The descriptor for
the mark indicates the different qualities that might be seen in the student’s answer for that mark.
If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme (eg pointing correct
but grammatical errors present, or no grammatical errors but spelling errors) examiners will use a
best fit approach for defining the marks. An answer with no attempt at pointing cannot gain more
than 2 marks for the phrase.
Marks

Grammar

Spelling and pointing

5

Accurate translation with one
slight grammatical error
allowed

Spelling all correct, pointing
75% or more correct

4

Mostly correct

One or two minor spelling
errors, pointing 50% or more
correct

3

More than half right

Minor spelling errors, any
attempt at pointing

2

Less than half right

Spelling errors, no pointing
present
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Marks

Grammar

Spelling and pointing

1

Little recognisable relation or
Spelling errors, no pointing
meaning to the Biblical Hebrew present

4.7.4 Papers 2 and 3: Translation questions (AO2)
Translation passages will be divided into sections, each worth 5 marks.
The general principle in assessing each section will be the proportion (out of 5) of sense achieved.
Marks

Description

5

Accurate translation with one slight error
allowed

4

Mostly correct

3

More than half right

2

Less than half right

1

Little recognisable relation or meaning to the
Biblical Hebrew

0

No response or no response worthy of credit

4.7.5 Papers 2 and 3: 15 mark questions (AO3)
This question focuses on students’ ability to select relevant examples of content and language
from the passage and to structure an answer around these examples to express relevant points.
Therefore students will be assessed on the quality of the points made and the range and quality of
the examples they have selected from the passage.
Examiners will use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and
weaknesses in a particular response, examiners will carefully consider which level is the best fit for
the performance overall.
15-mark grid for the extended response question.
AO3 = 15 marks = critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature.
Level

Marks

Characteristics of performance

5

13–15

Very good engagement with
the question.
Expresses a range of
perceptive points, with very
good development, leading to
convincing conclusions, based
on a range of well selected,
accurate and precise examples
from the passage.
The response is logically
structured, with a welldeveloped, sustained and
coherent line of reasoning.

62 Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration

AQA A-level Biblical Hebrew 7677. A-level exams June 2020 onwards. Version 1.0 18 August 2017

Level

Marks

Characteristics of performance

4

10–12

Good engagement with the
question.
Expresses a range of relevant
points, with good development,
leading to sound conclusions,
based on well selected,
accurate examples from the
passage.
The response is logically
structured, with a welldeveloped and clear line of
reasoning.

3

7–9

Some engagement with the
question.
Expresses reasonable points,
with some development,
leading to tenable conclusions,
based on a selection of some
accurate examples from the
passage.
The response presents a line
of reasoning which is mostly
relevant and has some
structure.

2

4–6

Limited engagement with the
question.
Expresses limited points, with
little development, leading to a
weak conclusion, which is
occasionally supported by
examples from the passage.
The response presents a line
of reasoning but may lack
structure.

1

1–3

Very limited engagement with
the question.
Expresses points which are of
little relevance and supported
with little evidence from the
passage.
The information is
communicated in an
unstructured way.
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0 = No response or no response worthy of credit.

4.7.6 Papers 2 and 3: Essay questions (AO2 and AO3)
Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in the Section C essay question – AO2
(Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature) and AO3 (Critically analyse, evaluate
and respond to literature). The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted.
Examiners will use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and
weaknesses in a particular response, particularly imbalanced responses in terms of the
assessment objectives, examiners will carefully consider which level is the best fit for the
performance overall. For example, you should not be able to achieve a mark of 14 made up of AO2
= 11 and AO3 = 3.
Responses are credited for AO2 for the detail and accuracy of the knowledge of the set text they
deploy and for their understanding of the set text as well as the social, historic and cultural context
for the set text.
Responses are credited for AO3 for how well the response addresses the question, for students
selecting relevant examples from the set texts they have studied and drawing and expressing
conclusions based on the selected examples in relation to the question posed. Students will be
assessed on the quality of the conclusions and points they argue and the range and quality of the
examples they have selected.
20-mark grid for the extended response question.
AO2 = 10 marks = demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature.
AO3 = 10 marks = critically analyse, evaluate and respond to literature.
Level

Marks

Characteristics of performance

5

17–20

Very detailed knowledge and a
thorough understanding of the
material studied including,
where appropriate, the social,
cultural and historic context
(AO2).
An excellent response to the
question containing a wide
range of relevant points, which
are very well-supported by
examples selected with
precision from the material
studied, leading to cogent
conclusions (AO3).
The response is logically
structured, with a welldeveloped, sustained and
coherent line of reasoning.
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Level

Marks

Characteristics of performance

4

13–16

Detailed knowledge and a
sound understanding of the
material studied including,
where appropriate, the social,
cultural and historic context
(AO2).
A good response to the
question containing a range of
relevant points, which are wellsupported by examples from
the material studied, leading to
appropriate conclusions (AO3).
The response is logically
structured, with a welldeveloped and clear line of
reasoning.

3

9–12

Some knowledge and
understanding of the material
studied including, where
appropriate, the social, cultural
and historic context (AO2).
Reasonable response to the
question containing some
relevant points, which are
generally supported by
examples from the material
studied, leading to tenable
conclusions (AO3).
The response presents a line
of reasoning which is mostly
relevant and has some
structure.
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Level

Marks

Characteristics of performance

2

5–8

A limited knowledge and
understanding of the material
studied including, where
appropriate, the social, cultural
and historic context (AO2).
A limited response to the
question containing some
points, which may be narrow in
scope, which are occasionally
supported by examples from
the material studied or are
unsupported assertions,
leading to a limited conclusion
(AO3).
The response presents a line
of reasoning but may lack
structure.

1

1–4

Very limited knowledge and
understanding of the material
studied including, where
appropriate, the social, cultural
and historic context (AO2).
Little or no engagement with
the question and any points
made are of little or no
relevance (AO3).
The information is
communicated in an
unstructured way.

0 = no response or no response worth of credit.
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5 General administration
You can find information about all aspects of administration, as well as all the forms you need, at
aqa.org.uk/examsadmin

5.1 Entries and codes
You only need to make one entry for each qualification – this will cover all the question papers,
non-exam assessment and certification.
Every specification is given a national discount (classification) code by the Department for
Education (DfE), which indicates its subject area.
If a student takes two specifications with the same discount code, further and higher education
providers are likely to take the view that they have only achieved one of the two qualifications.
Please check this before your students start their course.
Qualification title

AQA entry code

DfE discount code

AQA Advanced Level GCE in Biblical Hebrew

7677

TBC

This specification complies with:
•
•
•
•

Ofqual General conditions of recognition that apply to all regulated qualifications
Ofqual GCE qualification level conditions that apply to all GCEs
Ofqual GCE subject level conditions that apply to all GCEs in this subject
all other relevant regulatory documents.

The Ofqual qualification accreditation number (QAN) is 603/2295/0.

5.2 Awarding grades and reporting results
The A-level qualification will be graded on a six-point scale: A*, A, B, C, D and E.
Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade E will be recorded as U (unclassified)
and will not receive a qualification certificate.

5.3 Resits and shelf life
Students can resit the qualification as many times as they wish, within the shelf life of the
qualification.

5.4 Previous learning and prerequisites
There are no previous learning requirements. Any requirements for entry to a course based on this
specification are at the discretion of schools and colleges.
However, we recommend that students should have the skills and knowledge associated with a
GCSE Biblical Hebrew or equivalent.
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5.5 Access to assessment: diversity and inclusion
General qualifications are designed to prepare students for a wide range of occupations and
further study. Therefore our qualifications must assess a wide range of competences.
The subject criteria have been assessed to see if any of the skills or knowledge required present
any possible difficulty to any students, whatever their ethnic background, religion, sex, age,
disability or sexuality. Tests of specific competences were only included if they were important to
the subject.
As members of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) we participate in the production of the
JCQ document Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and Vocational
qualifications. We follow these guidelines when assessing the needs of individual students who
may require an access arrangement or reasonable adjustment. This document is published at
jcq.org.uk

Students with disabilities and special needs
We're required by the Equality Act 2010 to make reasonable adjustments to remove or lessen any
disadvantage that affects a disabled student.
We can make arrangements for disabled students and students with special needs to help them
access the assessments, as long as the competences being tested aren't changed. Access
arrangements must be agreed before the assessment. For example, a Braille paper would be a
reasonable adjustment for a Braille reader.
To arrange access arrangements or reasonable adjustments, you can apply using the online
service at aqa.org.uk/eaqa

Special consideration
We can give special consideration to students who have been disadvantaged at the time of the
assessment through no fault of their own – for example a temporary illness, injury or serious
problem such as family bereavement. We can only do this after the assessment.
Your exams officer should apply online for special consideration at aqa.org.uk/eaqa
For more information and advice visit aqa.org.uk/access or email
accessarrangementsqueries@aqa.org.uk

5.6 Working with AQA for the first time
If your school or college hasn't previously offered our specifications, you need to register as an
AQA centre. Find out how at aqa.org.uk/becomeacentre

5.7 Private candidates
This specification is available to private candidates.
A private candidate is someone who enters for exams through an AQA approved school or college
but is not enrolled as a student there.
A private candidate may be self-taught, home schooled or have private tuition, either with a tutor or
through a distance learning organisation. They must be based in the UK.
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If you have any queries as a private candidate, you can:
• speak to the exams officer at the school or college where you intend to take your exams
• visit our website at aqa.org.uk/privatecandidates
• email privatecandidates@aqa.org.uk
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Get help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at
You can talk directly to the Biblical Hebrew subject team:
E: mfl@aqa.org.uk
T: 01423 534381
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