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Introduction

Printed below are two texts collected by a teacher to help prepare for A-level Paper 1 Section B
(on children’s language development). The question wording in the specimen assessment
materials begins with a quote for debate, followed by “Referring to Data Set [n] in detail, and to
relevant ideas from language study, evaluate this view of children’s language development”. What
quote for debate might you set your students using these texts as the basis?

Some ideas you might consider:
o Different text types written by children

e Children’s progress in writing during their years at school
e Children writing for different audiences and purposes

Data Set 1 - This is taken from the writing of an 11 year-old boy, whose History class was asked to
write a comic strip about the founding of Rome.

Data Set 2 - This is taken from the writing of the same 11 year-old boy. His class was asked to
write a letter to Duke William about the situation in England before the Norman Invasion.
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Data Set 1

1.1 Homework: Mythical Founding of Rome
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Transliteration:

In a time before Christ, there was a

city called Albo Longa. This city was was

ruled by king Numitor, the king had a daughter
called Rhea Silva, she married the god

Mars.
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Together they had two sons Romulus

and Remus. King Numitor’s brother
decieded to kill Romulus and Remus.

So he had them thrown in the river Tiber.
Where they were later found by a she wolf.
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When Romulus and Remus grew up they were
told of the treacherous King Amulius
(Numitors brother now king) they stormed
Alba Longa and killed Amulius.
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Data Set 2
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Transliteration:
The Battle of Stamford Bridge

Dear Duke William, 19th September 1066

Today a mighty victory was won for the English scum. My lord if you are planning on invading do it
now as there whole army is trapped in York. 300 longboats sailed from Norway carrying 10,000
Vikings, before their demise they managed to ransacked York, which means that we will encounter
less resistance when we invade.

The sucs(c)ess of the English was mainly due to the lack of equipment for the Vikings and that
their army was seperated by a river and this was another factor that helped the English. One of my
spies reported that the Vikings fought till the last man and had tried their best fight. It is said that
one Viking managed to kill 40 Englishmen before being cut down.

A clever report Liam. | like the idea of being a spy for William. House Point.

Data Set 1: Private Data

Data Set 2: Private Data
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