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Answers and commentaries

Please note that these responses have been reproduced exactly as they were written by
the student.

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level English Language and Literature
Paper 1 Telling Stories June 2022 Question paper and inserts.

Section A;: Remembered Places

Mark scheme
Total for this section: 40 marks

AO1: Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study
as appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent written
expression.

This rewards students’ ability to apply concepts and methods from integrated
linguistic and literary study to literary and non-literary material. AO1 also
rewards the ability to maintain an academic style throughout the essay.

Level 5: Select language levels with sustained relevance and evaluation of 13-15
patterns.

Apply a range of terminology accurately.
Express ideas with sophistication and sustained development.

Level 4: Select language levels purposefully and explore some patterns. 10-12
Apply terminology relevantly and mainly accurately.
Express ideas coherently and with development.

Level 3: Select language levels and explain some features. 7-9
Apply terminology with some accuracy.
Present ideas with some clear topics and organisation.

Level 2: Select language levels with incomplete development and identify some 4-6
features.

Apply terminology with more general labels.
Communicate ideas with some organisation.

© 2023 AQA 30f43



A-LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE - 7707 - PAPER 1 TELLING STORIES

Level 1:

AO3:

Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:
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Show limited awareness of language levels but may describe some 1-3
features.

Describe language features without linguistic description.
Present material with little organisation.

Nothing written about the extracts. 0

Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the
contexts in which texts are produced and received.

This relates to students’ ability to explore the significance and the influence of
contextual factors on the production and reception offered by different genres
and text types, and examine why writers and speakers choose to communicate
using various forms.

Offer a perceptive account. 13-15

Evaluate:

o the different factors associated with mode

e the use of particular generic conventions

e theinfluence of contextual factors on production and reception of the
extracts.

Offer a clear account. 10-12

Analyse:

o different aspects of mode

e genre conventions of the different extracts

e how the production and reception of the extracts are motivated by
contextual factors.

Offer some consideration. 7-9
Explain:

e aspects of mode

e more obvious genre conventions

e the contexts in which the extracts were produced and received.

Offer generalised awareness. 4-6

Describe:

e some features of speech and writing

e genre conventions with some limited awareness

e with limited awareness the contexts in which extracts were produced and
received.
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Level 1:

AO4:

Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:
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Offer little discussion. 1-3

Identify:

e basic points on speech and writing

e basic ideas about conventions of genre

e some basic ideas about production and reception.

Nothing written about the extracts. 0

Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and literary
concepts and methods

This relates to the students’ ability to make connections between texts,
exploring their similarities and differences in the light of how the writers and
speakers represent place.

Make sophisticated and perceptive connections. 9-10
Covers extracts evenly.

Evaluate:
e ideas about how individuals and societies are framed and represented
e indetail the ways in which the extracts are similar and different.

Make sound and occasionally perceptive connections. 7-8
Covers extracts evenly.

Analyse:

e some basic ideas about production and reception.

e ideas about how writers and speakers represent places, societies and
people

e anumber of ways in which the extracts are similar and different.

Make some connections. 5-6
Covers extracts reasonably evenly.

Explain:
e more obvious points about representation
e some ways in which the extracts are similar and different.

Make limited connections. 3-4
Covers extracts unevenly.

Describe:
e some simple points about representation
e some simple points on how the extracts might be similar and different.
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Level 1: Make very few (if any) connections. 1-2
Covers extracts unevenly.

Identify:
e isolated, basic points about representation
o very few (if any) ways in which the extracts might be similar and different.

Nothing written about the extracts or only one extract considered. 0
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Question 1: AQA Paris Anthology
Compare and contrast how the writers of Text A and Text B express their ideas about places
where the dead are buried in Paris.

You should refer to both texts in your answer.

[40 marks]
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This task assesses three assessment objectives (AOs): the application of concepts and
methods, the use of terminology and coherent written expression (AO1); the exploration
of the significance and influence of contextual factors associated with the production and
reception of texts (AO3); the exploration of connections between texts and the similarities
and differences between them (AO4).

AO1: This is a Level 4 response

In this response, language levels are selected purposefully and relevantly and
features/patterns are explored effectively to support the analysis being offered and links
to contextual factors. This can be seen in the discussion of how numerical information is
used to represent Jim Morrison’s grave as pedestrian and how the use of the proper noun
Jim" would move the reader. Mostly accurate terminology is used throughout the
response, but there is also some imprecision (spatial deixis, phrase), lack of
exemplification (quotations used without linguistic description) and identification of
features without evidence (personification). The strengths support a secure Level 4 mark,
but the weaknesses would not justify a mark in Level 5.

12/15 marks

AO3: This is a Level 4 response

There is clear focus on a range of contextual influences (including audience, purpose) and
the student shows a good awareness of genre throughout, all of which are linked to the
discussion of ideas and language throughout the response. However, there is no explicit
discussion of mode, a key element of the mark scheme, and so the response remains
securely in Level 4 rather than moving up to Level 5.

12/15 marks
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AO4: This is a Level 4 response

This assessment objective focuses on assessing the evenness of the coverage of the
extracts from the two AQA Paris Anthology texts selected and the nature of the connections
made - with a focus on representation and language/context.

A comparative approach is taken throughout this response. The student makes a range of
sound and thoughtful links in terms of language, context and genre. Some interesting and
more perceptive connections are offered (eg presence of the author and the use of
humour) but there is less developed and explicit focus on how the places are represented.
The response is placed securely in Level 4 as it is analytical in the approach to exploring
the connections offered and covers the texts evenly (aided by the chosen structure for the
response).

8/10 marks

Overall, the response is well-structured around a range of connections between the texts
in order and uses topic sentences to identify these, subsequently followed by developed
discussion of the similarities and differences. The first paragraph focuses on contextual
points, but the student also builds contextual discussion throughout the response.
Perhaps more emphasis could have been given to the representation aspect of the
question, as there is less developed discussion of how the actual places for the dead
described in the texts are presented.

Total marks 32/40
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This task assesses three assessment objectives: the application of concepts and methods,
the use of terminology and coherent written expression (AO1); the exploration of the
significance and influence of contextual factors associated with the production and

reception of texts (AO3); the exploration of connections between texts and the similarities
and differences between them (AO4).
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AO1: This is a Level 3 response

Selects relevant language levels and features (including a quantifier, minor and simple
sentences, elision, metaphors, prepositions) to discuss and uses accurate terminology.
However, the explanation of the effect is not always relevantly matched to the feature
highlighted, and the patterns are not always explored linguistically. For example, the
identification of the simple sentence ‘I found Jim' is then left as an isolated point, after
which the student identifies the writer's use of first person singular pronouns to express
the personal attachment to the grave. These points appear unconnected and these two
sentences could have been rewritten to offer a more coherent and developed explanation.
Another example is the student’s exemplification of pattern of grouping individuals, but
this may have been better labelled as examples of noun phrases initially and then followed
by a discussion of how and why the writer groups the individuals at the grave.

The mark awarded is at the top of Level 3 as it meets the ‘some’ criteria rather than with
the coherence and purposeful approach that would lift it to Level 4.

9/15 marks

AO3: This is a Level 4 response

Discusses relevant aspects of context (including audience and purpose), genre and the
written mode. Some of the discussion of context is more straightforward explanation but,

at points, the response approaches a clear account, so it is awarded a mark just into Level
4. There could also have been a greater focus on the genre conventions which could then
be more securely exemplified and developed with reference to a range of language
features for a potentially higher AO1 mark too.

10/15 marks

AO4: This is a Level 4 response

Makes relevant points of comparison and offers a number of different ways that the texts
are similar and different eg places where the dead are buried as historical sites. Indeed,
there are some sound ideas about representation, including the texts’ contrasting ones as
burial sites that are scary and educational (Text A) and busy/vibrant and personal (Text B).
Covers both extracts evenly. Meets the Level 4 criteria but lacks some perceptive
development for a higher mark.

7/10 marks

Overall, the response is structured around analysing connections between the texts, from
the opening contextual comparison to the three developed comparisons subsequently
offered; these are all based around representations, which shows a good understanding of
the nature of the task.

Total marks 26/40
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Section B: Imagined Worlds

Mark scheme

AO1:

Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:

Level 1:

AO2:

© 2023 AQA

Total for this section: 35 marks

Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study
as appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent written
expression.

This rewards students’ ability to apply concepts and methods from integrated
linguistic and literary study to prose fiction, and specifically to the analysis of a
specific narrative technique. AO1 also rewards the ability to maintain an
academic style throughout the essay.

Select language levels with sustained relevance and evaluation of patterns. 9-10
Apply a range of terminology accurately.
Express ideas with sophistication and sustained development.

Select language levels purposefully and explore some patterns. 7-8
Apply terminology relevantly and mainly accurately.
Express ideas coherently and with development.

Select language levels and explain some features. 5-6
Apply terminology with some accuracy.
Present ideas with some clear topics and organisation.

Select language levels with incomplete development and identify some 34
features.

Apply terminology with more general labels.
Communicate ideas with some organisation.

Show limited awareness of language levels but may describe some features. 1-2
Describe language features without linguistic description.
Present material with little organisation.

Nothing written about the extracts. 0

Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts

This relates to students’ ability to examine the ways that meanings are shaped
in their chosen text through the selection and exploration of relevant parts of
the novel in response to a specific focus.
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Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:

Level 1:
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Offer a thorough and open-minded analysis by:
interpreting the question focus subtly
providing a perceptive interpretation
making careful selections from the text
including wholly relevant ideas.

Provide perceptive accounts of how meanings are shaped by:

e investigating closely narrative techniques
e evaluating the writer's craft through close analysis of details.

Offer a good and secure analysis by:
e interpreting the question focus relevantly
e providing a clear and sound interpretation

e making appropriate choices from the text
e including ideas that are relevant.

Offer a clear account of how meanings are shaped by:

exploring how narrative techniques contribute to meaning
examining the writer's craft through close comment on some details.

Offer some analysis by:

identifying the question focus straightforwardly
providing some valid interpretations

making some successful choices from the text
including ideas that are generally relevant.

Show some awareness of how meanings are shaped by:
[ ]

explaining some ways that narrative techniques contribute to meaning
discussing the writer’s craft through reference to some examples.

Offer a partially descriptive/analytical account by:

commenting generally on the question focus
providing general interpretative points
showing less certainty in selecting from the text
possibly including some irrelevant ideas.

Show a partial or an emerging awareness of how meanings are shaped by:

commenting broadly on narrative techniques

making general observations about the writer’s craft with little comment on
how meaning is conveyed.

Offer a brief or undeveloped account by:

describing the question focus
offering limited interpretation
making limited reference to the text
including irrelevant ideas.

Show limited awareness of how meanings are shaped by:

isolated, basic points about representation
labelling with little relevance to narrative techniques
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AO3:

Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:

Level 1:
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e making brief or no reference to the writer’s craft.
Nothing written about the extracts. 0

Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the
contexts in which texts are produced and received

This relates to students’ ability to explore their chosen novel as part of a wider
literary genre (fantasy). It also rewards students’ ability to evaluate the influence
of contextual factors (social, historical, biographical, literary) on the production
and interpretation of their chosen text.

Offer a perceptive account. 13-15

Evaluate:

e aspects of the novel in relation to the fantasy genre

e the use of particular genre conventions

e the influence of contextual factors on the production and various
interpretations of the novel.

Offer a clear account. 10-14
Analyse:
e aspects of the novel in relation to the fantasy genre

e genre conventions
¢ how the production and various interpretations of the novel are motivated

by contextual factors.

Offer some consideration. 7-9
Explain:

e aspects of the novel in relation to the fantasy genre

e more obvious genre conventions

e the contexts in which the novel was produced and has been interpreted.

Offer partial awareness. 4-6

Describe:

e aspects of the novel in relation to the fantasy genre

e broad genre conventions

e the contexts in which the novel was produced and has been interpreted.

Offer limited discussion. 1-3

Identify:

e basic points on fantasy writing with limited or no relation to the novel
e basic ideas about the conventions of genre

e some basic ideas about production and interpretation of the novel.

Nothing written about the extracts. 0
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Question 6: The Handmaid’s Tale - Margaret Atwood
Read the extract printed below. This is from the section of the novel where Offred first meets
the Commander alone in his office.

Explore the significance of the character of the Commander in the novel. You should consider:
o the presentation of the Commander in the extract below and at different points in the

novel
e the use of fantasy elements in constructing a fictional world.

[35 marks]
Student responses
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The three assessment objectives for this section reward students’ ability to apply concepts
and methods to the study of prose fiction and specifically to the analysis of a specific
narrative technique while using an academic style (AO1), the ability to examine the ways
that meanings are shaped in their chosen prose text through the selection and exploration
of relevant parts of the novel in response to a specific focus (AO2), and the ability to
explore their chosen novel as part of a wider literary genre (fantasy), as well as to evaluate
the influence of contextual factors (social, historical, biographical, literary) on the
production and interpretation of their chosen text (AO3).

AO1: This is a Level 5 response

The student demonstrates sustained relevance in their selection of language levels
throughout, with often thoughtful exploration of features and patterns eg neologisms,
abstract nouns, modality, similes, declaratives, parenthesis and adjacency pairs.

Ideas are organised and developed effectively in the response, which is written in an
academic style. The response meets the Level 5 criteria, despite some slips and
imprecision in labelling some features.

9/10 marks

AO2: This is a Level 5 response

A thoughtful, open-minded and perceptive analysis with a range of developed
interpretations. The student interprets the question focus subtly and relevantly and makes
careful selections from the extract and elsewhere in the text. The range of interpretations
include the Commander’s artificial presentation, the removal of his mystery in his
unsuccessful attempts to appear desirable, the contrasts between the presentation of him
as a ridiculous character and as one who, likewise, is made strangely sympathetic. The
student also chooses Chapter 37 and the visit to Jezebel's to illustrate the Commander’s
hypocrisy. To support these interpretations, the student provides perceptive and
evaluative accounts of how these meanings are shaped with close analysis of details of the
ways that Atwood's choices of language and narrative techniques, especially Offred’s first-
person point of view through which her perceptions of the Commander are filtered, and
her role as both narrator and protagonist. Meets the Level 5 criteria, but perhaps there
was more scope for references to other parts of the novel.

CYADNGET S
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AO3: This is a Level 5 response

There are three strands to this assessment objective which is the dominant one for this
question in terms of marks: the exploration of genre conventions, aspects of the novel that
relate to the fantasy world, and the influence of contextual factors on the production and
interpretation of the novel. Clearly two are related to genre, and the student is aware of
this dominance in their foregrounding of identification, discussion and evaluation of
aspects of genre.

There is a thoughtful and perceptive account of a range of genre conventions, starting in
the introduction and then integrated into the main body of the essay with the student’s
discussion of these closely linked to the focus of the question - the character of The
Commander. These are evaluated in, and there is discussion of, the use of particular genre
conventions. For example, the discussion of The Commander’s less pleasant qualities is
connected to the typical dystopian convention of the divide between citizens in the story
world and authoritarian governments.

There is some consideration of the influence of contextual factors on the production of the

text, eg the rise of the Christian right in the US, but this aspect of context is not the major
focus of the response. As highlighted earlier, the discussion of genre is the most important
element of AO3, but the lack of other contextual factors result in the placement of the
mark just in Level 5 as opportunities are missed to explore this strand in light of the
question focus.

13/15 marks

Overall, this response is impressive in its range and detail. The student uses the
introduction to focus on the question by offering an overview of the significance of The
Commander’s character in the novel, as well as some key links between his character and
dystopian conventions. These are then explored and developed in the rest of the
response, with evaluation of the ways that Atwood presents this character and the links to
the dystopian/fantasy world of the novel through her choice of narrative and language
devices.

Total marks 31/35
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The three assessment objectives for this section reward students’ ability to apply concepts
and methods to the study of prose fiction and specifically to the analysis of a specific
narrative technique while using an academic style (AO1), the ability to examine the ways
that meanings are shaped in their chosen prose text through the selection and exploration
of relevant parts of the novel in response to a specific focus (AO2), and the ability to
explore their chosen novel as part of a wider literary genre (fantasy), as well as to evaluate
the influence of contextual factors (social, historical, biographical, literary) on the
production and interpretation of their chosen text (AO3).

AO1: This is a Level 4 response

There is evidence of a good selection of relevant language levels and specific language
features which are identified and discussed (verbs, elision, metaphor, pronoun, quantifiers
and speech acts). Terminology is also generally accurate. The student also begins to
develop and explore the effects of features and shows an appreciation of patterns (eg first
person pronouns). The response is placed at the bottom of Level 4, as there is still scope
for more language features to be explored and ideas to be developed.

7/10 marks

AO2: This is a Level 4 response

This response illustrates Level 4 characteristics as it is a good and secure analysis of the
significance of the character of the Commander within the novel and to Atwood'’s thematic
intentions. The student illustrates relevant interpretations from the outset by identifying
the Commander’s significance in representing the role of men in the novel, then exploring
his role as highlighting the dehumanisation of the Handmaids, and, finally, how his
character connects to the dystopian trope of indoctrination and fear. The student makes
appropriate choices from the extract and the wider text to support their analysis. They
examine Atwood's craft and some of her narrative techniques, such as the use of Offred’s
narrative perspective and her distinctive voice to reveal the Commander’s character to the
reader. Whilst the main focus is on the extract, there are some references to different
parts of the novel included where relevant to the overarching point being made. For
example, the reference to Chapter 7 to explore Offred’s use of time and flashbacks as a
narrative technique and Chapter 16 to explore Offred’s dehumanisation.

8/10 marks
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AO3: This is a Level 4 response

In this response, relevant aspects of genre and contextual influences in relation to the
question focus are discussed in a clear and analytical manner throughout, so it meets the
Level 4 criteria securely .

In terms of genre, the student refers to Atwood'’s notion of the novels genre as speculative
fiction, as well as some dystopian conventions like totalitarian governments and their
imposing of ideologies on others thorough indoctrination and their dehumanisation of
others. For broader contextual influences, there are ideas expressed about the
interpretations which can be motivated by various events related to the production of the
text eg 1980s global concerns about infertility, control of fertility in places like Romania
and broader ideological concerns around patriarchy and feminism. The comments are
solid and sensible but lack the evaluative element needed to tip into Level 5.

12/15 marks

Overall, there is a focus on the question from the introduction, although opportunities for
developing some of the initial ideas offered are missed eg the reference to the significance
of real life events in the early 1980s could have been explored with more specific evidence.
However, the student does address the main focus of the question, the ‘significance’ of the
Commander to the novel, which some students can overlook. The chosen approach to the
question foregrounds the extract, and there could have been a greater focus on other
parts of the novel that reveal aspects of the Commander’s character. However, there is no
one right way to structure responses to this question, and references to different parts can
be integrated, as here, or offered as discrete discussions. This student is clearly aware of
the importance of AO3 and this is embedded throughout their response.

Total marks 27/35
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Section C: Poetic Voices

Mark scheme

AO1:

Level 5:

Level 4:

Level 3:

Level 2:

Level 1:

AO2:

© 2023 AQA

Total for this section: 25 marks

Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study
as appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent written
expression.

This rewards students’ ability to apply concepts and methods from integrated
linguistic and literary study to poetry, and specifically to the construction of
poetic voice and the presentation of time, place, people, and events. AO1 also
rewards the ability to maintain an academic style throughout the essay.

Select language levels with sustained relevance and evaluation of 13-15
patterns.

Apply a range of terminology accurately.
Express ideas with sophistication and sustained development.

Select language levels purposefully and explore some patterns. 10-12
Apply terminology relevantly and mainly accurately.
Express ideas coherently and with development.

Select language levels and explain some features. 7-9
Apply terminology with some accuracy.
Present ideas with some clear topics and organisation.

Select language levels with incomplete development and identify some 4-6
features.

Apply terminology with more general labels.
Communicate ideas with some organisation.

Show limited awareness of language levels but may describe some features. 1-3
Describe language features without linguistic description.
Present material with little organisation.

Nothing written about the poems. 0

Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts.

This relates to students’ ability to examine the ways that meanings are shaped
in their chosen text through the selection and exploration of relevant sections
of poems in response to a specific focus.
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Level 5: Offer a thorough and open-minded analysis by: 9-10
e interpreting the question focus subtly
e providing a perceptive interpretation
e making careful selections from both poems
e including wholly relevant ideas.

Provide perceptive accounts of how meanings are shaped by:
e investigating closely the construction of poetic voice
e evaluating the writer's craft through close analysis of details.

Level 4: Offer a good and secure analysis by: 7-8
e interpreting the question focus relevantly
e providing a clear and sound interpretation
e making appropriate choices from both poems
e including ideas that are relevant.

Offer a clear account of how meanings are shaped by:
e exploring the construction of poetic voice
e examining the writer’s craft through some close analysis of detail.

Level 3: Offer some analysis by: 5-6
identifying the question focus straightforwardly

providing some valid interpretations

making some successful choices from both poems

including ideas that are generally relevant.

Show some awareness of how meanings are shaped by:
e explaining the construction of poetic voice
e discussing the writer's craft through reference to some examples.

Level 2: Offer a partially descriptive/analytical account by:- 3-4
e commenting generally on the question focus
e providing general interpretative points
e showing less certainty in selecting from both poems or selecting from only
one poem
e possibly including some irrelevant ideas.
Show a partial or an emerging awareness of how meanings are shaped by:
e commenting broadly on the construction of poetic voice

e making general observations about the writer’s craft with little comment on
how meaning is conveyed.
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Level 1: Offer a brief or undeveloped account by: 1-2
e describing the question focus
e offering limited interpretation

e making limited reference to both poems or limited reference to only one
poem

e include irrelevant ideas.

Show limited awareness of how meanings are shaped by:

e making limited or no comment on the construction of poetic voice
e making brief or no reference to the writer’s craft.

Nothing written about the poems. 0
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Question 10: John Donne
Examine how Donne presents the speaker’s attitude to his lover in The Flea and one other

poem of your choice.
[25 marks]

Student responses
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The two assessment objectives for this section reward students' ability to apply concepts
and methods to poetry and, specifically, to the construction of poetic voice and the
presentation of time, place, people, and events, as well as using an academic style (AO1)

and their ability to examine the ways that meanings are shaped in their chosen text
through the selection and exploration of relevant sections of poems in response to a
specific focus (AO2).
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AO1: This is a Level 4 response

The student selects some language levels (such as lexis/semantics and phonology) and
identifies features mainly accurately. They also show some appreciation of patterns (the
use and effects of direct address and hyperbolic language). Language choices are made
with a sense of purpose for Level 4, and to support the AO2 interpretations, with ideas
being mostly developed. A mark is awarded in the middle of the Level 4 mark band, as it is
perhaps less assured in meeting this last strand of the assessment objective with less
development of ideas in places.

11/15 marks

AO2: This is a Level 4 response

There is clear focus on the question and relevant selections from both poems are made to
analyse how Donne presents his speakers’ attitudes to their lovers. A range of
interpretations are offered if not developed, leading to a mark being awarded at the
bottom of Level 4. The student also begins to explore how poetic voice is constructed (eg
the spiteful voice of the speaker in Twicknam Garden’) and examines aspects of Donne's

craft with AO1 features used to illustrate his use of language to create meanings.

7/10 marks

Overall, the response shows an understanding of the task and chooses a structure of
moving between analytical paragraphs focusing on how the given poem (‘The Flea’) and the
chosen poem (‘Twicknam Garden’) can be interpreted in light of the question focus on
speakers' attitudes towards their lovers. This ensures that the two poems are covered and
that there is no AO2 rubric infringement but is not always logical and allowing for
development. For example, the first and third paragraph focuses on the same
interpretation of the speaker’s attitude of dismay towards their lover in ‘The Flea' and
might have been better placed together. However, it should be noted that any structural
approach can be successful (and the high-level response illustrates how writing about each
poem separately can develop interpretative points across each poem), as long as students
remember that there is neither a requirement to compare the poems, nor to write equally
about both.

Total marks 18/25

© 2023 AQA 39 of 43



A-LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE - 7707 - PAPER 1 TELLING STORIES
ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES
Question 12: Robert Browning

Examine how Browning presents the speaker’s attitudes towards love in Cristina and one
other poem of your choice.

[25 marks]
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The two assessment objectives for this section reward students’ ability to apply concepts
and methods to poetry, and, specifically, to the construction of poetic voice and the
presentation of time, place, people, and events, as well as using an academic style (AO1)

and their ability to examine the ways that meanings are shaped in their chosen text
through the selection and exploration of relevant sections of poems in response to a
specific focus (AO2).

© 2023 AQA 42 of 43



A-LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE - 7707 - PAPER 1 TELLING STORIES
ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

AO1: This is a Level 5 response

There is sustained relevant selection of language levels and some thoughtful exploration
of features and patterns in the use of modality and the layering of features to create
effects (eg the ellipsis combined with the direct address). There are occasional slips. For
example, phrases are identified on a few occasions but the student has quoted clauses,
and vague terms such as imagery also evident.

The discussion is clear and well-developed, and this is illustrated through the use of
helpful discourse markers to signal the student’s development of points.

13/15 marks

AO2: This is a Level 5 response

The student offers a sustained response to the question focus which is on attitudes
towards love.

The student offers a thorough and open-minded analysis by interpreting the question
focus subtly and provides a perceptive interpretation through observations about the
speakers' obsessive attitudes to love in both poems analysed. The construction of poetic
voice is investigated closely eg through an exploration of how the speaker’s feelings are
unrealistic and unfounded in ‘Cristina’. These feelings are evaluated through close analysis
of details from the poem, such as the significance of the modality and use of parenthesis
in creating the suggestion that these are the speaker’s attitudes. Perceptive interpretations
are combined with careful selections from both poems. Detailed evaluation of the writer's
craft and the construction of poetic voice can be seen in the student’s careful observations
about Browning's construction of the poetic persona in each poem. The sustained focus on
the question is characterised by the inclusion of wholly relevant ideas throughout the
response; everything raised and explored advances the interpretation.

CYADEGET S

Overall, the student’s response is structured sensibly around a brief introductory
paragraph introducing the given poem (‘Cristina’) and the chosen poem (‘Porphyria’s
Lover’) and their relevance to the question focus. The student then explores with
development firstly the given poem and then the chosen poem, showing a secure
understanding of the nature of the task and the assessment objectives.

Total marks 22/25
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Visit our website for information, guidance, support
and resources at aqa.org.uk/7707

You can talk directly to the English subject team
E: english-gce@aqa.org.uk
T: 01483 556 115
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