
Assess students’ skills 
You can find past papers and sample assessment materials (SAMs) for GCSE English Language on our website and Centre Services. You can use these to assess your 
students’ strengths and weaknesses.
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Students aged 16 to 19 who wish to continue into further education must have a grade 4 or above in either GCSE English Literature or GCSE English Language. In order to 
secure funding for their further education course, students with a grade 3 or below (including D or below in the June 2017 resit of the old English specification) must continue to 
study GCSE English Language or take an approved stepping stone qualification such as Functional Skills, English (8720) (8725). 

This flowchart will help you decide which qualification to enter your post-16 students for, and at which time.

Post-16 GCSE English: options for students from September 2017
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Enter June GCSE re-sit 
Look at Model 1 of the one-year teaching 
plan to give you some ideas about 
planning your year. 

Use the specific Post 16 GCSE English 
Language support in the Training and 
Events area of the Centre Services 

Enter November GCSE re-sit
Look at Model 2 of the one-year teaching 
plan which flags ideas about how to plan 
your time and prepare students for the 
exam in November. 

Student receives GCSE results
Those who don’t receive a grade 4 in an approved GCSE English specification must re-sit GCSE English Language or take an approved stepping stone qualification.

Student has a small number of skills gaps 
or is close to grade 4.

Student shows several skills gaps and 
requires further study.

Choose approved stepping stone 
qualification, such as 
Functional Skills, English (8720) (8725) 
or Step up to English (5970).

Student not ready to re-sit GCSE 
(those with grade 1 or 2 only).

Move on to GCSE English Language 
course.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/functional-skills/english-8720-8725
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-8700-TEACHING-PLAN-1YEAR.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/AQA-8700-TEACHING-PLAN-1YEAR.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/elc/step-up-to-english-5970
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/functional-skills/english-8720-8725



