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We're here to help

We’ve assembled a collection of support resources so you can get better value from our mark
schemes.

Visit aga.org.uk/eaga and log in to Secure Key Materials. From there, navigate to English Literature
and on to Mark scheme support.

This quick guide for the English Hub School networks introduces the key elements of this support,
meaning you can jump straight in before pouring over the detail later.

Enclosed:
e Mastering the mark scheme: what to expect
e From the Chief Examiner: attributes of ‘Level 4’

e Example student response: no comments
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Mastering the mark scheme

The new mark scheme support can be found on aga.org.uk/eaqa, our secure logged-in area for
centres. It's free and easy to access from a desktop or laptop. Navigate to Secure Key Materials, on to
English Literature and finally Mark scheme support.

You can:

e Watch Sarah Darragh, the Chief Examiner, explain how she determined a mark for six distinct
student responses and levels.

e Better understand the different strands of progression at each response level.
e See key conceptual differences at the threshold of Level 3 and Level 4 responses.

* Access AQA-approved examples of mark scheme application through annotated, colour-coded
responses from students of different abilities.

English Hub School network session

For an introduction to key aspects of the resource, follow the steps below.

First

e Watch the Chief Examiner’s video of attributes that a Level 4 student demonstrates.
* A section of this explanation has been reproduced on page 4, overleaf.
* You may wish to refer to the mark scheme too.

Second

* Read the student response reproduced at the back of this document, this is judged to be Level 4.

e Based on the explanation in the film clip, work as a group to identify any key aspects of the response
that support a mark at this level.

e In particular, note any aspects that seem to demonstrate the conceptual grasp of ‘text as conscious
construct’.

e Discuss your thoughts.

Third

e Watch the Chief Examiner’s video commentary of the Level 4 response which explains how the
judgement has been made. Again, a section of this explanation has been printed for you to look at in
the session.

* Discuss the opportunities for teaching and learning.




From the Chief Examiner

The Chief Examiner explains attributes of a Level 4 response:

“One of the defining features of a Level 4 response is a candidate starting to focus on the text as
conscious construct, therefore it follows that there is clear focus on what the writer is doing (the
candidate will explain the effects of writer’s choices linked to purpose) and it also follows that
context will be relatively clearly understood and explained.

Typically, for a student to convincingly demonstrate consistent Level 4 qualities, their response will be
firmly focused on the text as a deliberate construction; in other words, it is in this level where students
really get to grips with the purpose of the subject — the fact that any literary text has been deliberately
created.

A further defining feature of Level 4 is a response that demonstrates clear understanding of what the
text is ‘about’ at a more abstract level: themes/ideas rather than just plot/character/feelings.”

From the mark scheme for Level 4

“Clear understanding”

16-20 marks

e (lear, explained response to task and whole text. At the top of the level, a
candidate’s response is likely
to be clear, sustained and
e Clear explanation of writer’'s methods with consistent.

appropriate use of relevant subject terminology.

e [Effective use of references to support explanation.

At the bottom of the level, a
candidate will have Level 3
and be starting to demonstrate

e Clear understanding of ideas/perspectives/ elements of understanding

contextual factors shown by specific links between | and/or explanation of writer’s
context/text/task. methods and/or contexts.

¢ Understanding of effects of writer’s methods on
reader.
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Example student response

W is

Lody mocker s Sho ko ba  pewecnld. pouwerfyl h-m;-fj_geﬂ
of bhar dekrrmunaiion ond manggelahon. She 1S Tubalasy
oo Feels Blmose noB Gdeb Goo— gull: (N many of

ey es "WMiough Uk Haa P ke Quort ' Srap
UP Fnlaccess and ¢035080 u  clineik. Shows ok Sl
wonrs o feal r-.m-hi.ngf'ﬂilr{_hg Hal e rumi Gdnan
Puncan - buled . W wanrs M eoka Sunt Whaor
eMehions At oive hut ocsaowy, 38 Sl Sonapaeng
EFI:,:-"H'/I':L?IU..I.UE Flarm ME“H{ af 'Sk ﬁ_ﬂ.m-r""l"lf-ﬂ warg

) ;@ADL ELFRLA uggesks  raok

hat fealing OFf Gvet gullr and fegrak can se Loy
Shrupped . by f‘hmcﬁng"m posSsage , Twis would howe
mod e s cwoghsacd el 'S.H.lnnﬂ_d btcowse Sha s
Eummnthg FY R AT T h-t:l:ﬂt*-l = he ol ok thak ,
POWNF LM Fuma and WS E'ﬂnled‘-”ﬁ/&m coutel Qanvina
har. hussbond o Lk,

Lt Another reasen Lody maockeH, is Shown hM’u}.ﬁrHJ
{5 Wwhan She 0SWE ¥z Spueds ™ Mokl e o iGN,
Tue quok " unges o el SHesses Shows Yok Lody
PAGCk e (uonks e ke o mMmon S dha Con lowe
Hop polwdr o ola Whoatk vaags re be Slana. Twe woy
Sha  Soys tuds guuote 15 very clema ng and Shous
mows Lady swocbad, 8 am peved g r{u, walnolk Gl
Wil Slu bueuneg -..hSLrndm.:; B e Slag
WOLNES  NASCeaks M Wil Duncstn o dowy afF Bla
Vheots waoCleadHa§ p-.,u,,q,“.g.l sf\-;g.fg.uﬁ.ﬁ?&' Polder s Saon
as posarkl. Twa word ‘unsex wplies  daar Sha naocks
At poluer O Moo 'r"-..E,-..."i*'-a-E.d.n.uH UI0een LIRNE gk
Joom el ety pPowerdul un ﬁhu.uspmi Hirg  ounel
Lody MMogwaH:. naagecl o mon: pouwsesr W canuvirce

LA Es




rAO ey Fuod 3Wa  gooonveol  luons oo k. Donceon

| Twis would Mowe  mnada  Has ootAen i el fhacuad
btcowse aatiaeugh  wWormen  probakly  weounseal ymens 0SEPEOT

_ond _POLASH Ay woBuld nanal tlo Sonad flung  So—eadeen.

| Throvgh our . Har fesr of e plowy  Locly mn.ch#.@;
| okrituda (s very ouFferent compored  do . Qekrock

i' fin_Bxampl, gEFULs 15 _walun St caihs_ wAGClatn

L e cowarel” . Looky fAocketh Wos rurned  Bo

| o Gor powes jSE has Srorked bo dagrode |
| Wir npudeones, OMDLLRN Cy l!-hﬂuw__m.ﬂ-r.hﬂ—'l'h iz

!_n.:: Cowoard _wwan cormasr B '..:.L!J-.mg — P
i baguaing of Mae plogy Lue Seo laimn + lahng

g

Mos, Lngs enemy.—Ir 15 o0l ofkur saocheth sencls
Lody mwoatbata v Wbitr oubgut. Hal wilthaes propheciey
Sl Srousrs Yo weant  powrer Yo g -pn.ﬂmr_wm -
U s bar ongry [Gggrasrive, She kellS waociclad
HASE i Dipasph Wit e 00O LuER  lag aldl nar
Ll M Aeng Y asofkee b LGNS o pfons kg Was
_wnfe fapk WA iS ne  coworch  eond _wxkh odo |

! w_@- for WAl ook Wi doeSnkE wonE s el B
[ MADE Yo POl ey .?al.;\r.- : : =12

Lody MMochess  olse  Was & hwuge. nﬂhﬂﬂ_mn.ng-n Foweurds

R R (il T NVR IV T B P 1O

_har 8 honos Sumador  vo Mn.qh.i_t'u_"r'-_#.tng Mmth —
and Srofts ™ LITE Y

W‘ﬁmﬁiﬁ - 2 Locuy Mocke s SFregrs Yo
Sleep wolle oung Specle oy \ouek Odsour v

hir  Wusband  duch and how r waoes her faulk wgbken
leads tp lhar deok., f:.uu,,w Steurs Yo kaus Guer, LYY,

ondd mochum OMEE o past ond_sla. Srorks Sgisng
ot  WACLCl Qg mhumn_, Hpnd =_-.5 olh War fqulk . Looky




MARK SCHEME SUPPORT: LAUNCHING A NEW RESOURCE PACK

pACCEH, Shosts Y& noka hely Wolborh  WooS n;u.ngu.d
and Storks o el mm%ﬁ 15 O @igolt aRouMpl
of hew Qullt con L olgsirrouy & F—'l-fﬁmf;-
Lips B Tl peunk af “BUlciChL. TWAS MuigwWwh hawe
w~ade e owdience eeid Sygmpoitaehe voroorol s
Loady waotlgath butr fluy weue Srul rem ke
ol Hae hopsds@ Faungs g Vol DR Hepugih our
Heu ploug. Ik would Shew fla owodenda  waw
weel, Loy wiogkiHs reouly Luts ound WoW power
ool o Waf rise cunal fopde

Tn Contlusion.
Lody paochetriv i5 3nown G5 o very pnu}fpﬁ wohan ,
Flred wit dthrnuﬁhmw whar Sl woanrs eut
wiven &l Fonodly gl tuhor Sha wanhed
uergyiulng Erosks ro Qo tlown Wil Wer ang Aoty
doupt olpolt aoncl  Sodnaest  rpdugs ORA L B Shg
goes from 3vwong ke wealk Powrful 1Y Rragil.

fAOCoH. Shaws foot o avdlients  Haode ey

Shuvld be Ccamfber Por wlad Yy wiyn Bor.




AQAH

Realising potential

Contact

T: 0161 953 7504

E: english-gcse@agqa.org.uk
¥ @AQAEnglish
aga.org.uk/english

Keep an eye on:

* AQA English updates. Sign up online
aga.org.uk/allquestionsanswered

e Teachlt for peer-reviewed resources
teachit.co.uk

* Approved text books, find the list online
aga.org.uk/englishbooks

aga.org.uk
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