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Reading and resources list  
2P The Transformation of China, 1936–1997  
 

 

Key texts for classroom and individual study   
• L Benson, China Since 1949, Routledge, 2011 

• R Whitfield, The Impact of Chairman Mao, 1946-1976, Nelson Thornes, 2008 

• M Lynch, China: from Empire to People’s Republic 1900-1949, Hodder, 1996 

• M Lynch, The People’s Republic of China 1949-1976, Hodder, 2008 

• G Stewart, China 1900-1976, Heinemann, 2006 

 

Useful books for students  
• P Bailey, China in the Twentieth Century (HA studies), Wiley-Blackwell, 2001 

• J Chang, and J Halliday, Mao: the Unknown story, Vintage, 2006 

• D Davin, Mao Zedong, Sutton, 1997 

• F Dokotter, Mao’s Great Famine, Bloomsbury, 2010 

• R Evans, Deng Xiaoping and the making of Modern China, Penguin, 1995 

• R Karl, Mao Zedong and China in the twentieth Century World, Duke University Press, 2010 

• M Lynch, The Chinese Civil War 1945-1949, Osprey, 2010 

• P Short, Mao: A life, Murray, 1999 

• J D Spence, The Search for Modern China, Norton, 1990 

 

Reference books  
• J Cheek, A critical introduction to Mao, CUP, 2010 

• L Feigon, Mao, a re-interpretation, Ivan Dee, 2002 

• J Fenby, Modern China, Ecco, 2008 

• A Feuerwerker and J Fairbank, The Cambridge History of China, CUP, 1987 

• J Gittings, The Changing Face of China, OUP, 2006 

• J Grasso, Modernisation and Revolution in China, Sharpe, 2009 

• R C Krauss, The Cutural revolution, a very short introduction, OUP, 2012 

• R Macfarquhar, (ed.) The Politics of China, CUP, 1993 

• R Macfarquhar, Mao’s last Revolution, Belknap, 2008 

• M Meisner, Mao’s China and after, Free Press, 1999 
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• M Meisner, Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait, Polity, 2006 

• M Meisner, The Deng Xiaoping Era: An Inquiry into the Fate of Chinese Socialism, 1978-1994, 
Hill and Wang, 1996 

• R Mitter, A Bitter Revolution; China’s struggle with the ModernWorld, OUP, 2005 

• R Mitter, China, a very short introduction, OUP, 2008 

• E E Moise, Modern China, Routledge, 2008 

• A Pantsov, Mao: the Real Story Simon and Schuster, 2012 

• J D Spence, Mao (lives), Phoenix, 2000 

• R C Thornton, China: a political history 1917-1980, Westview press, 1982 

• D Wilson, China, the Big Tiger, Little Brown, 1996 

 

Source Books 
• Pei-kai Chen, The search for modern China-a documentary collection, Norton, 2013  

• W Hinton-Fanshen, A Documentary of revolution in a Chinese village, Monthly review press, 
2008 

• A Lawrence, China since 1919 Revolution and reform-a sourcebook, Routledge, 2003 

• R K Schoppa, Twentieth Century China: A History in Documents, OUP, 2010 

• E Snow, Red Star over China; the classic account of the birth of Chinese Communism, Grove 
Press, 1994,  

 

Personal Reminiscences 
• Aiping Mu, Vermillin Gate, Abacus, 2000 

• Gao Yuan, Born Red, Stanford, 1987 

• Jung Chan, Wild Swans, Flamingo, 1992 

• Nien Cheng, Life and Death in Shanghai, Grafton, 1986 

• Sirin phathanothai, The Dragon’s Pearl, Simon and Schuster, 2006 

• Wu Nngkun, A Single Tear, Hodder and Stoughton, 1993 

• H Wu and C Wakeman, Bitter Winds, John Wiley, 1994 

• Zhang Xianliang, Grass Soup, Seeker and Warburg, 1992 

• Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Chatto and Windus, 1996 
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Visual sources and websites 
• http://www.china360online.org/learning-materials-and-resources/ 

• http://resources.primarysource.org/modernchina 

• http://chineseposters.net/gallery/theme-07.php 

• http://www.iisg.nl/landsberger/ 

• http://www.history.org.uk/resources/student_resource_3374,3390_110.html 
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