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Reading and resources list  
2T The Crisis of Communism: The USSR and the Soviet Empire,                                 
1953–2000 
 

 

Key texts for classroom and individual study   
• J Laver, Triumph and Collapse: Russia and the USSR 1941-1991, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• A Todd, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000, Cambridge University Press, 2012 

• S Waller, From Defeat to Unity: Germany 1945-1991, Nelson Thornes, 2010 

 
Useful books for students  
• T Crump, Brezhnev and the decline of the Soviet Union, Routledge, 2013 

• D Evans and J Jenkins, Years of Russia, the USSR and the Collapse of Soviet Communism, 
Hodder Arnold (2nd edn), 2001 

• S J Lee, Russia and the USSR, Routledge, 2005 

• J Laver, C Rowe and D Williamson, Years of Division, Europe since 1945, Hodder Murray, 
1999 

• D Marples, The Collapse of the Soviet Union 1985-1991, Longman, 2004 

• M McCauley, The Khrushchev Era 1954-1964, Longman, 1995 

• M McCauley, The Soviet Union 1917-1991, Longman (2nd edn), 1981  

• J Smith, Fall of Soviet Communism 1986-1991, Palgrave Macmillan, 2005 

• W Thompson, The Soviet Union under Brezhnev, Routledge, 2003 

 

Reference books  
• A Applebaum, Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe 1944-56, Penguin, 2013 

• E Bacon and M Sandle (eds), Brezhnev Reconsidered, Palgrave Macmillan, 2002 

• A Brown, The Gorbachev Factor, Oxford University Press, 1997 

• M Dennis, The rise and fall of the German Democratic republic, Longman, 2000 

• R Edmonds, Soviet Foreign Policy – the Brezhnev Years, Oxford University Press, 1983 

• D Filtzer, The Khrushchev Era, Macmillan, 1993 

• M Fulbrook, Anatomy of a dictatorship: Inside the GDR 1949-1989, Oxford University Press, 
1997 

• M Fullbrook, The Fontana History of Germany 1918-1990, the Divided Nation, Fontana, 1991 
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• T Garton-Ash, The Polish revolution: Solidarity, Yale University Press, 2002 

• T Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern: The Revolution of '89 Witnessed in Warsaw, Budapest, 
Berlin, and Prague, Vintage Books, 1993 

• G Hosking, A History of the Soviet Union 1917-1991, Fontana, 1992 

• M Ilic and J Smith (eds), Soviet State and Society Under Nikita Khrushchev, Routledge, 2011 

• T Judt Postwar: A history of Europe since 1945, Oxford paperbacks, 2006 

• J Keep, Last of the Empires, Oxford University Press, 1996 

• D Lane, Soviet Society under Perestroika, Routledge, 1992 

• G Lapidus, V Zaslavsky and P Goldsmith, From Union to Commonwealth, Cambridge 
University Press, 1992 

• D Marples, The Collapse of the Soviet Union 1985-1991, Longman, 2004  

• R Medvedev and Zhores, Khrushchev: the Years in Power, Oxford University Press, 1977 

• A Nove, An Economic History of the USSR 1917-1991, Penguin, 1993 

• V Sebestyen, Revolution 1989, the Fall of the Soviet Empire, Phoenix, 2010 

• V Sebestyen, Twelve Days: Revolution 1956. How the Hungarians tried to topple their Soviet 
masters, Phoenix, 2007 

• R Service, A History of Twentieth Century Russia, Penguin, 1997  

• J Smith, The Fall of Soviet Communism, Palgrave Macmillan, 2005  

• G Swain, Eastern Europe since 1945, Palgrave Macmillan, 2009 

• R Walker, Six Years that shook the World: Perestroika –the impossible project, Manchester 
University Press, 1993 

• S White, After Gorbachev, Cambridge University Press, 1993 

• V Zubok, A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev, 
University of North Carolina, 2009 

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• T Garton-Ash, We the People: the revolution of 1989, Penguin, 1999 

• M Gorbachev, Memoirs, Doubleday, 2007 

• N Khrushchev, Khrushchev remembers, Andre Dutsch, 1974 

• S Khrushchev, Memoirs of Nikita Khrushchev, Penn State University Press, 2007 

• M McCauley, Gorbachev, Longman, 1994 

• P Molloy, The Lost world of Communism, BBC books, 2009 

• W Taubman, Khrushchev: the Man and his Era, Norton, 2005 
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Source Books 
• E Acton and T Stableford, The Soviet union, a documentary History, Volume 2, 1939-1991, 

University of Exeter Press, 2007 

• K Jarausch and V Gransow, Uniting Germany: Documents and debates, 1944-1993, Berghahn, 
1998 

• R Sakwa, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union: Routledge Sources in History, Routledge, 
1999 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989/primarysources   

• http://www.libraries.iub.edu/index.php?pageId=1001156 

• http://www.centraleuropeanobserver.com/on-line-primary-sources 

• http://libguides.adelaide.edu.au/content.php?pid=296810&sid=2436821 

• http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/ 
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