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Answers and commentaries

Please note that these responses have been reproduced exactly as they were written by
the student.

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level History Component 2G The Birth of the
USA, 1760-1801 June 2022 Question paper and inserts.

Question 1

With reference to these sources and your understanding of the historical context, assess the
value of these three sources to an historian studying the problems facing the new nation
created in 1783.

[30 marks]

Mark scheme

L5:  Shows a very good understanding of all three sources in relation to both 25-30
content and provenance and combines this with a strong awareness of the historical
context to present a balanced argument on their value for the particular purpose given
in the question. The answer will convey a substantiated judgement. The response
demonstrates a very good understanding of context.

L4: Shows a good understanding of all three sources in relation to both content 19-24
and provenance and combines this with an awareness of the historical context to
provide a balanced argument on their value for the particular purpose given in the
qguestion. Judgements may, however, be partial or limited in substantiation. The
response demonstrates a good understanding of context.

L3:  Shows some understanding of all three sources in relation to both contentand 13-18
provenance together with some awareness of the historical context. There may,
however, be some imbalance in the degree of breadth and depth of comment offered
on all three sources and the analysis may not be fully convincing. The answer will make
some attempt to consider the value of the sources for the particular purpose given in
the question. The response demonstrates an understanding of context.

L2:  The answer will be partial. It may, for example, provide some comment on the 7-12
value of the sources for the particular purpose given in the question but only address
one or two of the sources, or focus exclusively on content (or provenance), or it may
consider all three sources but fail to address the value of the sources for the particular
purpose given in the question. The response demonstrates some understanding of
context.
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L1:  The answer will offer some comment on the value of at least one source in 1-6
relation to the purpose given in the question but the response will be limited and may
be partially inaccurate. Comments are likely to be unsupported, vague or generalist.
The response demonstrates limited understanding of context.

Nothing worthy of credit. 0
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Student responses

Response A

Source A is of good some for an historian studying the problems facing the new nation created in
1783, In this extract, Paine talks about a key issue facing the United States, that being the issue of
foreign policy. Paine mentions how because there was not a strong national government uniting the
states that the "world [...] will not be impressed merely by the name.' In other words, without a
strong national government, the world will not respect the United States as a nation, thus may
continue to harass the young nation. Paine's beliefs would be proven by the young nation's relations
with the United Kingdom and with Spain. The United Kingdom had relinquished its control over
much land around the Great Lakes, however, British soldiers continued to garisson forts in this
relinguished territory. However, when John Adams was granted audience by King George il in 1785,
the King told Adams that because Congress lacked authority over the States, and could not control
them, Britain would not negotiate with Congress. Spain, meanwhile, blocked US access to the
Mississippi river, which it had bee ngranted in the Treaty of Paris, and demanded harsh terms for the
US to gain access. As such, Paine's arguments concerning the problems that a weak national
government would cause in terms of foreign policy are of very good use to an historian studying the
the problems facing the new nation. However, Paine’s earlier arguments in the extract detract fram
the value of this source. Paine greatly underemphasises the serverity of other problems facing the
young nation. Paine argues that ‘the debt is small, compared to what America has gained', that
America could now direct its own ecanomic policy and that 'America has gained a great ally in
France.’ However, at the end of the Revolutionary War, American debt totalled to 541 million
dollars, with 533 million being domestic and 58 million being foreign. Congress lacked any means of
raising revenue, and as such, this debt would be a major issue facing the new nation. On top off this,
America was shut out of many markets, notbaly the Spanish market, and still heavily reliant on
Britain for much trade. Finally, France would largely ignore its American ally, and would not support
the new nation, despite their formal alliance. In the aftermath of independence, Franco-American
relations deteriorated signficantly. Thus, whilst Paine’s concerns over the issues that a weak national
gavernment will cause for the nation's foreign policy are of great use to an historian studing the
problems facing the new nation, Paine's underemphasis of other issues detracts somewhat from the
value of this source.

The provenance of Source A somewhat detracts from its value to an historian studying the prablems
faving the new nation in 1783 This publication was writtin in April 1783, very shortly after the war
had been won. This means that many issues, including those that Paine himself minimised, were not
yet apparent, thus Paine could not write about how the issues had effected the new nation, but anly
about how he believed they would effect the new nation. On top of this, the source is a publication,
intended for public consumption. This means that Paine is likely to be very one-sided. Paine was
likely trying 10 make the new government look in a more secure position than it actually was, to
inspire confidence in it. This can be seen, as Paine’s tone in this publication is overall very positive
about the new nation's siteation, not wanting to make the nation seem weak. Only in the latter half
of the extract does Paine adopt a more serious tone, concerning the one issue he truly sees for the
nation. Nonetheless, the author, Thomas Paine, was very politically active, thus he likely unde rstood
the position of the new nation well, adding somewhat to the Source's value. Overall, the provenance
slightly detracts from the Source's value, being written in 1783, befare some issues could become
apparent, and having been written to convince people of Paine’s viewpoint. However, the fact that
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the author was an important, politically active, figure adds to the Source's value for an historian
studying the problems facing the new nation created in 1783,

Source B is of some, but little value to an historian studying the problems facing the new nation
created in 1783, In Source B, Hamilton writes about how that now the war was over, the new
government should respect the rights of those who had been loyalist during the war. He specifically
mentions the clause in the Paris Peace Treaty which stated that the American government shiowld
return seired property to loyalists, and respect their rights as citizens. As much as 55% of the
American population may have, to some extent, been loyallsts during the American Revolutionary
War, and of those, many thousands joined loyalists militia, or otherwise supported the British during
the war. As such, the presence of such a large group, who had not wanted independence from
Britain, could potentially cause issues for the new government. Hamilton argues that they showld be
given 'not only protection, but also participation in government privileges.' Although Congress would
encourage State governments to return seized property, this rarely happened, and loyalists did often
face discrimination. However, loyalist disatisfaction did not end up becoming a large issue for the
new government ,as the revolts that the new government did face, such as $hay's Rebellion in 1786-
&7, were largely from disatisfled revolutionaries. Nonetheless, with loyalists makin up such a large
portion of the population, their opposition to government would be a large problems for the new
nation, thus Hamilton was correct that they posed a threat, even if his beliefs would not be praven.
As such, Hamilten's baliefs about loyalists is of little value to an historian studying the problems
facing the new nation. Althaugh there was a large loyalists population that could have opposed the
American povernment, they did not end up being a large issue for the new government, and
Hamilton's pleas were largely ignored.

The provenance of source B, by and large, detracts from the value of the source. The soUrce was
published in a newspaper in 1784, This means that the purpose of the source was Lo convince as
many people as possible to support Hamiltons' views on the treatment of loyalists, thus is likely very
onesided. The source is als owritlen in January 1784, when the issue of loyalists was still unresolved,
and the new government was yet to see if they would be an issue. However, the author being
Alexander Hamilton, detracts somewhat to the Source’s value. Hamilton was very influential over
early American politics, an ardent Federalist, Hamilton believed in the nieed for a strong national
government, largely dominated by the elite, although the fact that Hamilton was such an influential
figure adds somewhat to the Source's valuee, Hamilton's own personal convictions as a Federalist,
mean that this Source is likely one-sided, as Hamilton's ideal government would need strong popular
support across all of society, thus winning over loyalists was vital for Hamilton's own personal ends.
Thus, overall, the provenance of source B detracts from the value of the source, as due to Hamilton's
awn personal convictions, and the nature of the source as an newspaper article intended for public
consumption, means that this source is Bkely very onesided.

Sowrce C is of great value to an historian studying the problems facing the new nation created in
1783, In his letter, Washington argues that the nation is near crisis, as the states, described as
‘disunited’ are "refusing compliance with the central government under the Article of Confederation.’
This was something that was seen in the early United States. Many states continued to exercise
powers that they had relinquished under the Articles of Confederation, and Congress had no power
to prevent this, States began adopting their own fiscal policies, which caused major issues for the
new nation, as debt payment became difficult, and states whose fiscal policies failed. such as
southern staies who printed large amounts of paper money, would have a great negative impact on
investors in other states. Whilst there was cooperation to an extent, the States had agreed on
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Western Land policies with the Land Ordinances of 1784 and 1785, and no State was able to put
implace oppressive duties, as if they did, merchants would simply import through other states, this
lack of unity was causing significant issues. On top of this, Washington argues that the States had
‘violated the Peace Treaty’, but that Congress was powerless to deal with this. This is also true. The
Peace Trealy had stipulated that the US government would encourage American deblors to pay their
debt to UK holders in full, however, State governments refused to do o, which was a key reason
behind British occupation of forts in the Great Lakes region, Thus, Washington's arguments in this
extract are of great use 1o an historian studying the problems facing the new nation,

The provenance of Source C also adds to its value, The source is a private letter from George
Washington to John Jay. Both Washington and lay held similar views in regards to the issues facing
the new nation, thus Washington, not needing to convince Jay of anything, is likely expressing his
honest opinions in this letter, adding the source's value. The fact that this was a private letter, never
intended for public consumption, further implies that these are likely Washington's earnest views.
Furthermare, being written in late 1786, the problems facing the new naton had already become
apparent, thus the content of this letter is based upon events that had already taken place, and the
issues brought up were very apparent. Because of this, Washington is writing about issues that were
happening, not what he thought weuld happen, adding to the Source’s value, Furthermore,
Washington was arguably the single most influential figure over American politics during this period,
thus his apinion on the issues facing the new nation are of great importance. Thus, overall, the
importance of Washington as a political figure, the nature of this source and the date it was written,
add greatly te the value of this source to an Historian studying the problems facing the new nation
created in 1783

This is a Level 5 response

The response clearly attempts to assess the value of the sources in relation to content and
provenance. It shows good to very good understanding of the content of Sources A and B
and excellent understanding of the content of Source C. The content is closely interrogated

by the deployment of excellent and appropriate own knowledge. The evaluation of
provenance is detailed with references supported by knowledge, to author, date and
context. The conclusions as to overall value are somewhat tentative and contentious but
are fully supported by some convincing detail.
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This is a Level 3 response

The response attempts to assess the value of all three sources. The content of the sources
is generally understood, less so in Source A and more so in Source C. There is some
attempt to consider the provenance of the sources in relation to the author, but this is the

weakest part of the answer. Comments made on the authors lack developed contextual
knowledge and are assertive in approach. The dates and nature of the sources are not
explored in any detail. For example, little is made of the fact that Source C is a letter to a
close friend and what might be the significance of this.
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Question 3
To what extent was tension, in the years 1770 to 1774, the result of British, rather than
colonial actions?

[25 marks]

Mark scheme

L5:  Answers will display a very good understanding of the full demands of the 21-25
question. They will be well-organised and effectively delivered. The supporting
information will be well-selected, specific and precise. It will show a very good
understanding of key features, issues and concepts. The answer will be fully analytical
with a balanced argument and well-substantiated judgement.

L4:  Answers will display a good understanding of the demands of the question. It~ 16-20
will be well-organised and effectively communicated. There will be a range of clear and
specific supporting information showing a good understanding of key features and
issues, together with some conceptual awareness. The answer will be analytical in style
with a range of direct comment relating to the question. The answer will be well-
balanced with some judgement, which may, however, be only partially substantiated.

L3:  Answers will show an understanding of the question and will supply a range of  11-15
largely accurate information which will show an awareness of some of the key issues
and features, but may, however, be unspecific or lack precision of detail. The answer
will be effectively organised and show adequate communication skills. There will be a
good deal of comment in relation to the question and the answer will display some
balance, but a number of statements may be inadequately supported and generalist.

L2: The answer is descriptive or partial, showing some awareness of the question 6-10
but a failure to grasp its full demands. There will be some attempt to convey material
in an organised way although communication skills may be limited. There will be some
appropriate information showing understanding of some key features and/or issues,
but the answer may be very limited in scope and/or contain inaccuracy and irrelevance.
There will be some, but limited, comment in relation to the question and statements
will, for the most part, be unsupported and generalist.

L1:  The question has not been properly understood and the response shows limited  1-5
organisational and communication skills. The information conveyed is irrelevant or

extremely limited. There may be some unsupported, vague or generalist comment.

Nothing worthy of credit. 0
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Student responses

Response A
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This is a Level 5 response

The response demonstrates and excellent understanding of the demands of the question.
The introductory paragraph sets out a clear argument to be developed. In support of the
argument to be advanced, precise and well-selected materials are deployed with control

and extensive, supported comment. A balanced response is also offered in relation to
Britain's responsibility with equally appropriate supporting evidence. Whilst some of the
judgements may be challenged (especially around events in Boston), the supporting
information and the consistent focus on the question make this an impressive response.
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This is a Level 3 response

The response shows understanding of the question as demonstrated in the introduction
which sets out an argument to be advanced. It demonstrates an understanding of some
key developments (but lacks some range of issues) in the period to substantiate the overall
argument and is generally, consistently focused on the question. It does lack some
specificity of detail, for example, failing to provide an exact summary of the terms of the
Coercive Acts, and whilst there is balance of argument, the lack of precise detail and
development, the tendency to write generalised comment and the somewhat clumsy
structure, undermine the response.
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