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Answers and commentaries 
 

 
 
Question 1 
With reference to these sources and your understanding of the historical context, assess the 
value of these three sources to an historian studying the reaction of the French people to life 
under Napoleon in the years 1801 to 1808. [30 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
L5: Shows a very good understanding of all three sources in relation to both content and  

provenance and combines this with a strong awareness of the historical context to 
present a balanced argument on their value for the particular purpose given in the 
question. The answer will convey a substantiated judgement. The response 
demonstrates a very good understanding of context.                                                   25-30 

 
L4: Shows a good understanding of all three sources in relation to both content and  

provenance and combines this with an awareness of the historical context to provide a 
balanced argument on their value for the particular purpose given in the question. 
Judgements may, however, be partial or limited in substantiation. The response 
demonstrates a good understanding of context.                                                            19-24 

 
L3: Shows some understanding of all three sources in relation to both content and  

provenance together with some awareness of the historical context. There may, 
however, be some imbalance in the degree of breadth and depth of comment offered 
on all three sources and the analysis may not be fully convincing. The answer will make 
some attempt to consider the value of the sources for the particular purpose given in 
the question. The response demonstrates an understanding of context.                  13-18 

 
L2: The answer will be partial. It may, for example, provide some comment on the value of  

the sources for the particular purpose given in the question but only address one or 
two of the sources, or focus exclusively on content (or provenance), or it may consider 
all three sources but fail to address the value of the sources for the particular purpose 
given in the question. The response demonstrates some understanding of context. 

         7-12 
 
L1: The answer will offer some comment on the value of at least one source in relation to  

Please note that these responses have been reproduced exactly as they were written by 
the student. 
 
This resource is to be used alongside the A-level History Component 2H France in 
Revolution, 1774-1815 June 2022 Question paper and inserts.   
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the purpose given in the question but the response will be limited and may be partially 
inaccurate. Comments are likely to be unsupported, vague or generalist. The response 
demonstrates limited understanding of context.                                                                1-6 
 
Nothing worthy of credit.            0 
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Student responses 
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This is a Level 5 response 

Across all three sources, the analysis of provenance is focused and effective. Evaluation of 
the date of each source is supported by means of good, specific subject knowledge that 
places each source within a specific timeframe and explains how this affects value. The 
evaluation of content is also supported by short, pithy quotation that reinforces a 
substantiated judgement about value. Each source has a clear and balanced evaluation of 
both provenance and content, using specific subject knowledge and quotation in support. 
At no stage does this become purely descriptive of the source. The provenance is 
addressed in an especially impressive manner. 
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Response B 

 



A-LEVEL HISTORY – 7042/2H FRANCE IN REVOLUTION – ANSWERS AND 
COMMENTARIES 

© 2024 AQA  13 of 25  

 

 



A-LEVEL HISTORY – 7042/2H FRANCE IN REVOLUTION – ANSWERS AND 
COMMENTARIES 

© 2024 AQA  14 of 25  

 

 
 



A-LEVEL HISTORY – 7042/2H FRANCE IN REVOLUTION – ANSWERS AND 
COMMENTARIES 

© 2024 AQA  15 of 25  

 

 
 



A-LEVEL HISTORY – 7042/2H FRANCE IN REVOLUTION – ANSWERS AND 
COMMENTARIES 

© 2024 AQA  16 of 25  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This is a Level 3 response 

The general introduction is not needed, neither is the comparison of the sources which 
appears throughout the response. Provenance is mentioned for each of the sources, but 
the evaluation is limited. this is also true for the content, which loses focus on the ‘impact 
on the French people’ as demanded by the question. There is an attempt at balance and 
some analysis as demanded at Level 3, but this is not fully supported and is consequently 
not entirely convincing. The analysis of B is the most effective, but that of C veers into 
description. There is however some attempt to address value for each of the sources as 
demanded at this level. 
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Question 2 
‘In the months of May to September 1792, it was the sans-culottes, rather than the deputies in 
the Assembly and Convention, that brought an end to monarchy in France.’  
 
Assess the validity of this view.    

         [25 marks] 
 
Mark scheme  
L5: Answers will display a very good understanding of the full demands of the question.  

They will be well-organised and effectively delivered. The supporting information will 
be well-selected, specific and precise. It will show a very good understanding of key 
features, issues and concepts. The answer will be fully analytical with a balanced 
argument and well-substantiated judgement.                                                                 21-25 

 
L4: Answers will display a good understanding of the demands of the question. It will be  

well-organised and effectively communicated. There will be a range of clear and 
specific supporting information showing a good understanding of key features and 
issues, together with some conceptual awareness. The answer will be analytical in style 
with a range of direct comment relating to the question. The answer will be well-
balanced with some judgement, which may, however, be only partially substantiated. 

16-20 
 
L3: Answers will show an understanding of the question and will supply a range of largely  

accurate information which will show an awareness of some of the key issues and 
features, but may, however, be unspecific or lack precision of detail. The answer will be 
effectively organised and show adequate communication skills. There will be a good 
deal of comment in relation to the question and the answer will display some balance, 
but a number of statements may be inadequately supported and generalist.          11-15 

 
L2: The answer is descriptive or partial, showing some awareness of the question but a  

failure to grasp its full demands. There will be some attempt to convey material in an 
organised way although communication skills may be limited. There will be some 
appropriate information showing understanding of some key features and/or issues, 
but the answer may be very limited in scope and/or contain inaccuracy and irrelevance. 
There will be some, but limited, comment in relation to the question and statements 
will, for the most part, be unsupported and generalist.                                                   6-10 

 
L1: The question has not been properly understood and the response shows limited  

organisational and communication skills. The information conveyed is irrelevant or 
extremely limited. There may be some unsupported, vague or generalist comment.  1-5 
 
Nothing worthy of credit.            0 
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 

The introduction is focused on providing a clear judgement and identifying reasons for this 
view. This sets up a fully analytical response which uses good, specific evidence in support 
of argument. The first paragraph, in addressing the most substantial factor not only gives a 
clear point of view which frames the overall essay, but ensures that this is substantiated by 
means of carefully selected information. At no time does this become a simple description 
of events. The final paragraph, which details the role of the king, is not strictly relevant to 
the demands of this question, although the student successfully links this to the role of the 
Sans Culottes or to the Assembly. Overall, a balanced, substantiated judgement with many 
features of Level 5. 
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This is a Level 3 response 

The introduction attempts to establish a judgement, but this is not focused, and brings in 
other factors such as the role of war which is not made relevant to the set question. The 
first substantive paragraph has a narrative feel as expected at Level 2, although this is 
punctuated by elements of evaluation which is more indicative of Level 3. This paragraph 
is the strength of the response, for the next relies heavily on assertion with some fairly 
cursory evaluation added to the end. A number of statements are therefore inadequately 
supported and generalist as expected at Level 3. 
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