
How to co-teach our AS and A-level  
Music specifications
 

AS Year 12 and A-level Year 12 (first year)

A-level Year 13 (second year)

All students can be taught together.
The whole class studies:
•	 Western classical tradition 1650 – 1910
•	 One optional area of study
•	 Analysis of one set work
•	 Performance
•	 Composition

At the end of Year 12 students decide to:
•	 continue straight to A-level with no exam; or 
•	 sit AS exams and finish with an AS 

qualification; or 
•	 sit AS exams then decide whether to 

continue to A-level or not.

AS assessment
Component 1 – Appraising 
music
•	 Covering topics studied in 

the first year
•	 Written exam paper  

(2 hours)
•	 40% of AS

Component 2 – Performance
•	 Covering performance 

studied in the first year
•	 Performance must last 6 

minutes minimum and 8 
minutes maximum

•	 30% of AS

Component 3 – Composition
•	 Covering composition 

studied in the first year
•	 Two compositions must 

last 4 and half minutes 
minimum and 6 minutes 
maximum

•	 30% of AS

A-level assessment
Component 1 – Appraising music
•	 Covering topics studied in the first  

and second year
•	 Written exam paper (2 hours 30 minutes)
•	 40% of A-level

Component 2 – Performance
•	 Covering performance studied in the first 

and second year
•	 Performance must last 10 minutes 

minimum and 12 minutes maximum
•	 35% of A-level

Component 3 – Composition
•	 Covering composition studied in the first 

and second year
•	 Two compositions must last 4 and 

half minutes minimum and 6 minutes 
maximum

•	 25% of A-level

Students study:
•	 Western classical tradition 1650 – 1910
•	 Second optional area of study
•	 Analysis of second set work
•	 Performance
•	 Composition
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A-level 
qualification
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