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Answers and commentaries

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level Politics Component 7152 Paper 2,

Government and politics of the USA and comparative politics and inserts.

Section A

Levels of response mark scheme for 9-mark questions
Target AO1: 6 marks, AO2: 3 marks

Level | Marks | Descriptors

3 7-9 e detailed knowledge of relevant political concepts, institutions and
processes is demonstrated and appropriate political vocabulary is
used (AO1)

e thorough explanations and appropriate selection of accurate
supporting examples demonstrates detailed understanding of
relevant political concepts, institutions and processes (AO1)

e analysis of three clear points will be structured, clearly focused on
the question and confidently developed into a coherent answer
(AO2).

2 4-6 e generally sound knowledge of political concepts, institutions and
processes is demonstrated and generally appropriate political
vocabulary is used (AO1)

e some development of explanations and generally appropriate
selection of supporting examples demonstrates generally accurate
understanding of relevant political concepts, institutions and
processes, though further detail may be required in places and some
inaccuracies may be present (AO1)

e analysis will be developed in most places, though some points may
be descriptive or in need of further development. Answers will, for
the most part, be clearly expressed and show some organisation in
the presentation of material (AO2).

Students who only make two relevant points will be limited to this level.
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1 1-3 ¢ limited knowledge of political concepts, institutions and processes is
demonstrated and little or no appropriate political vocabulary is used
(AO1)
¢ limited development of explanations and selection of supporting
examples demonstrates limited understanding of relevant political
concepts, institutions and processes, with further detail required and
inaccuracies present throughout (AO1)
e analysis will take the form of description for the most part.
Coherence and structure will be limited (AO2).
Students who only make one relevant point will be limited to this level.
0 0 nothing worthy of credit.
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9 mark questions

Question 1
Explain and analyse three factors that can influence voting behaviour in the US.

[9 marks]

Mark scheme

Indicative content

In their explanations and analysis, students may be expected to cover areas such as the
following:

explanation and analysis of the range of factors that can influence US voting behaviour.
Students are likely to select a combination of themes that reflect long-term ‘primacy’
factors connected to voters' social characteristics (socio-economic status, region, age,
gender, religious affiliation or race/ethnicity) and short-term ‘recency’ factors, such as
candidates, policies, political issues and events (that are different at each election)
explanation and analysis of partisanship and partisan alignment, with supporting
evidence. This could include the greater degree of voting support for the Democratic Party
from lower socio-economic groups/females/racial and ethnic and minorities/Catholics,
Jews and secular voters/younger voters/urban voters in North Eastern and coastal states
(Blue America). This could be compared with the higher degree of voting support for the
Republican Party from higher socio-economic groups/males/white voters/protestant and
evangelical Christians/older voters/rural suburban voters in middle America and the South
(Red America)

explanation and analysis of the influence of region, as there is evidence that voters from
the South vote differently from voters in the North-East states, or in the West compared to
the Mid-West. Because of the US electoral cycle with different elections taking place at
different levels and for the different branches of government, students may introduce the
concept of split-ticket voting to show complexity as voters vote for different parties and
candidates on the same ticket (although such voting patterns have declined in the last two
presidential elections)

explanation and analysis of rational choice theories of voting behaviour and short-term
factors, including the increasing importance of the media in focusing on candidates and
their image and personalised politics. Recent presidential elections suggest that for some
voters there is also increasing attention paid to the importance of salient issues such as
the economy or abortion, gun control and in 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic

explanation and analysis of retrospective voting and how voters respond to changing
candidates and issues on the political agenda. Examples could include the economy in
1992, 2008 and 2020, 9/11 and the war on terror in 2004, and/or wedge issues such as
abortion and gay marriage. Students may also refer to the impact of different candidates
and their characteristics such as Trump vs Clinton in 2016 and Trump vs Biden in 2020 or
events such as Hurricane Sandy in 2012. Some responses may discuss incumbency either
in terms of presidents or Congress and why voters reward candidates with another term
in office.
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Students are required to consider only three factors that can influence voting behaviour in the
US. If a student exceeds this number reward only the best three. However, some may include
relevant points not listed above and these should be credited. If a student gives only one or
two examples they will receive a maximum of three and six marks respectively.

Student responses
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This is a Level 2 response

This response was awarded a Level 2 mark. It has a narrow and limited focus on the

question as set. It also contains errors and is descriptive in places. It just got into the level.

4 marks
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This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, at the top of the mark range. While it has focus on the
question as set and does provide three factors that can influence voting behaviour in the

US, it lacks examples of specific elections. Using relevant elections to support the points
made would have got it into the next level.

6 marks
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This is a Level 3 response

This was awarded a Level 3 mark, just into the mark range. There are three clear points

made, with analysis and evaluation. The points made needed to be further developed for it
to get higher marks in the level.

7 marks
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Question 2
Explain and analyse three ways in which executive power can be constrained by the other
branches of government.

[9 marks]

Mark scheme

Indicative content

In their explanations and analysis, students may be expected to cover areas such as the

following:

e explanation and analysis of the constitutional checks and balances that the president is
subject to and the intentions of the framers to have three separated and co-equal
branches of government. Students may refer to the fact that the Constitution is based on
the ideas of philosophers such as Locke and the concept of limited government. Students
can be awarded level 3 marks if they give three ways executive power can be constrained
by only focusing on one branch of government

e explanation and analysis that Congress can reject legislation supported by the executive
even when a president's party controls the legislature, for example, Trump was unable to
repeal Obamacare. Students may also refer to Congress's ability to overturn a presidential
veto such as the Defence Bill, December 2020

e explanation and analysis that Congress enjoys the power of the purse. This can force the
executive to compromise with Congress in order to keep the federal government running.
In April 2017, Trump was forced to remove funding for a border wall on the US-Mexican
border from his budget

e explanation and analysis that Senate approval is required to confirm presidential
appointments and this has been refused or postponed (eg Merrick Garland was
nominated by Obama for the Supreme Court but the Republican-controlled Senate
Judiciary Committee refused to hold hearings on his appointment)

e explanation and analysis that Senate approval is needed to ratify treaties and this has
been refused, with significant consequences (eg the Treaty of Versailles in 1920). Other
examples can include the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (1999), and the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2012)

e explanation and analysis that Congress can investigate executive actions, which can lead
to impeachment. The threat of impeachment led to Richard Nixon'’s resignation in 1974
and Clinton’s 1998 impeachment defined the latter years of his presidency. Students are
likely also to refer to Trump’s impeachment in January 2020 and his second trial in 2021

e explanation and analysis of the role played by the judiciary both at national and state
level. Students are likely to discuss the Supreme Court and judicial review in declaring
actions such as executive orders as unconstitutional. Students may use the example of US
v Nixon 1974 or judicial decisions during the Trump presidency.

Students are required to consider only three ways in which executive power can be
constrained by the other branches of government. If a student exceeds this number reward
only the best three. However, some may include relevant points not listed above and these
should be credited. If a student gives only one or two examples they will receive a maximum
of three and six marks respectively.
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Student responses

Response A
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This is a Level 1 response

This was awarded a Level 1 mark, at the top the mark range. It lacks clarity and the

analysis is limited and descriptive.

3 marks
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This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, at the top of the mark range. The response gives

three ways that executive power can be constrained and there is generally sound
knowledge but it is descriptive in places.

6 marks
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This is a Level 3 response

This was awarded a Level 3 mark. There is relevant knowledge of how the executive can be
constrained, with explanations and appropriate selection of accurate supporting examples

(AO1). These could have been developed further to reach the middle or top of the level.
There is analysis of three clear points (AO2).

7 marks
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Question 3
Explain and analyse three ways that rational theory could be used to study how members of
Congress and Parliament vote within their respective legislatures.

[9 marks]

Mark scheme

Indicative content

In their explanations and analysis, students may be expected to cover areas such as the
following:

explanation and analysis of rational theory and how it can be applied to understanding
how members of the US and UK legislatures vote. The approach emphasises the role of
the individual and assumes they will normally act or make political choices in a logical way
to maximise positive outcomes for themselves or a cause. The ‘rational’ dimension refers
to the differing political choices that individuals make as citizens or as elected politicians. A
key assumption about individuals is that they are ‘self-interested actors'. This means
people can be expected to make decisions that will give them a beneficial outcome such as
members of legislatures voting with their party or in line with the wishes of their
constituents

explanation and analysis of the relationship members of each legislature have with their
parties and extent of party discipline. In the US there is no ‘national manifesto’ to follow or
rarely a national party line to ‘toe’. In comparison, in the UK there is a national manifesto
to follow and party discipline is strong, with the whips wielding power in terms of ‘carrots
and sticks'. Rationally, most back-bench MPs ‘toe the party line’ to advance their careers
and therefore their aim to ‘climb the greasy pole of promotion’. Front-bench ministers and
those on the ‘pay-roll’ vote are bound by cabinet and ministerial responsibility so rationally
will vote with the government to maintain the loyalty of the prime minister and the
government itself

explanation and analysis of the nature of representative democracy in both countries.
Students may make use of the theories of representation alongside rational theory. In the
UK party representation and the mandate theory apply. While in the US the delegate and
Burkean or trustee models mostly apply. Students may contrast voting patterns between
chambers using the rational approach. For example, members of the House of
Representatives are subject to re-election every two years (students may refer to “pork
barrelling”) so therefore it is likely members when voting on bills will be paying attention to
the view of their voters while senators with six-year terms can be more reflective of
national issues as the founders of the Constitution intended. Students may refer to
differences between the Commons and Lords; members of the Lords are subject to less
pressure to follow a party line and many are also cross-benchers which means they can
exercise independence of thought when voting without fear of sanction

explanation and analysis of different voting patterns within each legislature. For example,
in the Commons students may refer to how some MPs may choose to vote with colleagues
based on ideology, for example, members of the ERG within the Conservative Party.
Similarly, groupings can be found in Congress, particularly in the House with caucuses
such as the conservative republican Freedom Caucus and the democrat liberal
Congressional Progressive Caucus voting together.
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Students are required to consider only three aspects of how rational theory could be used to
study the voting behaviour of US and UK legislators. If a student exceeds this number reward
only the best three. However, some may include relevant points not listed above and these
should be credited. If a student gives only one or two examples they will receive a maximum
of three and six marks respectively.

Student responses

Response A
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This is a Level 1 response

This was awarded a Level 1 mark, at the top of the mark range. This is an incomplete and
sometimes vague response, but it does demonstrate some understanding of the named

comparative theory. Defining and explaining the named theory is vital to answering
question 3.

3 marks
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Response B
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This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, in the middle of the mark range. The response was
capped at Level 2 (as the mark scheme states) because only two ways were given.

Responses need to follow the “rule of three” to have a chance of getting into Level 3 (7-9
marks).

5 marks
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This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, at the top of the mark range. The response did not have

an explanation of the named comparative theory which is necessary (as the mark scheme
states) and the points made lacked development.

6 marks
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Section B

Extract-based essay

Question 4
Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the above extracts regarding the extent to
which democracy in the US is undermined by lobbying.

Mark scheme

[25 marks]

Target AO1: 5 marks, AO2: 10 marks, AO3: 10 marks

Level

Marks

Descriptors

5

21-25

Detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant
political concepts, institutions and processes are used to support
analysis of the issue under discussion (AO1).

Analysis of the extract is balanced and confidently developed (AO2).
Comparisons are well explained, are focussed on the question and
fully supported with relevant and developed examples (AO2).
Evaluation of the above leads to well substantiated conclusions that
are consistent with the preceding discussion (AO3).

Relevant perspectives and/or the status of the extract are
successfully evaluated in the process of constructing arguments
(AO3).

The answer is well organised, coherent and has a sustained analytical
focus on the question (AO2).

16-20

Accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant political
concepts, institutions and processes are used to support analysis of
the issue under discussion, though further detail may be required in
places (AO1).

Analysis of the extract is balanced and developed, though some
elements of the analysis could be expanded and/or developed
further (AO2).

Comparisons are relevant to the questions as set, and supported
with examples (AO2).

Evaluation leads to conclusions that show some substantiation and
consistent with the preceding discussion (AO3).

Relevant perspectives and/or the status of the extract are evaluated
in constructing arguments, although in some places there could be
further development (AO3).

The answer is well organised, analytical in style and is focused on the
question as set.
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3 11-15 | *® Generally sound knowledge and understanding of relevant political
concepts, institutions and processes are used to support points
made, though inaccuracies will be present (AO1).

e Analytical points relating to the extract are made and developed in
places, showing some balance, though some points are descriptive
rather than analytical (AO2).

e Comparisons are made and may be supported by examples (AO2).

e Evaluation leads to conclusions that are consistent with the
preceding discussion, but that lack substantiation (AO3).

e Relevant perspectives and/or the status of the extract are
commented on in constructing arguments, though evaluation is
lacking depth (AO3).

e The answer is organised, occasionally analytical and focused on the
qguestion as set (AO2).

2 6-10 e Some knowledge and understanding of relevant political concepts,
institutions and processes are used to support points made, though
these contain inaccuracies and irrelevant material (AO1).

e Analysis of the extract takes the form of description in most places,
with some attempt at balance, though many points are unsupported
assertions (AO2).

e Comparisons tend to be limited and unsupported by examples (AO2).

e Some attempt to draw conclusions is made, but these lack depth and
clear development from the preceding discussion (AO3).

e Relevant perspectives are identified and some awareness of the
status of the extract is shown in the process of constructing
arguments, though evaluation will be superficial (AO3).

e The answer shows some organisation and makes some attempt to
address the question (AO2).

1 1-5 e Limited knowledge and understanding of relevant political concepts,
institutions and processes, with inaccuracies and irrelevant material
present throughout (AO1).

e Analysis of the extract takes the form of description and assertion,
with little or no attempt made at balance (AO2).

e Comparisons tend to be superficial and undeveloped (AO2).

e Conclusions, when offered, are asserted and have an implicit
relationship to the preceding discussion (AO3).

e Little or no evaluation of relevant perspectives and the status of the
extract is present (AO3).

e The answer shows little organisation and does not address the
question (AO2).

0 0 Nothing worthy of credit.

Indicative content
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In the analysis and evaluation of lobbying and the extent to which it undermines democracy in
the US, as made in the extracts, students should be expected to cover areas such as the
following:

analysis and evaluation of lobbying, the role of “lobbyists” and the significance of “K Street”
as referred to in Extract 1. Reference may be made by some students to the views of C.
Wright Mills and the elite theory argument and the critical view of lobbying which suggests
wealthy groups are buying influence in Washington. Such an approach could include
analysis of why companies such as “Pfizer, Amazon and Apple” would employ lobbying
firms

analysis and evaluation of why lobbing firms such as Miller Strategies, as referred to in
Extract 1, would employ ex-"White House aides”. It is likely responses will refer to the so-
called “revolving door syndrome” and make links to elite theory

analysis and evaluation of why the White House is so important to lobbyists as referred to
in Extract 1. Students should recognise the White House as one of a number of significant
“access points” within the US governmental system. Students may also discuss Congress
and the Supreme Court as being the other key access points in Washington. Students may
also discuss the roles and powers of the executive and why groups would seek to
influence whoever was the President. Such an approach could include analysis of why
Trump failed to “drain the swamp”. Students are likely to discuss the elite theory of
pressure groups

analysis and evaluation of why a lobbying firm such as Ballard Partners would seek to
“effectively advocate on both sides of the aisle in our nation’s capital” as referred to in
Extract 1. Such an approach would involve looking at Congress as an access point and
students are likely to evaluate congressional committees in terms of the legislative process
(as referred to in Extract 2), Iron triangles and the revolving door syndrome

analysis and evaluation of why Extract 2 argues that lobbying is a “vital part of American
democracy”. Students should discuss the First Amendment of the Constitution. Students
may discuss the wider context of US political culture and make synoptic links to First
Amendment rights in regard to interest group activity. Students may note the term
“lobbying” does not appear in the amendment but the right “to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances” is specifically noted. Students may also make links to pluralism
to reinforce the arguments made in the extract for the benefits of lobbying. Students in
comparison with Extract 1 are likely to discuss elitist perspectives and argue that the US
has often been described as having either a ‘coin-operated congress’ or ‘the best
democracy money can buy’

analysis and evaluation of how and why Extract 2 argues there are benefits to lobbying
firms as the “liaisons between the public and representatives in Congress”. Students may
also examine why the legislative process is “complex” and the relationship that can exist
between “Lobbyists” and Congressional committees (such as those focused on agriculture
or veterans’ affairs)

analysis and evaluation of why Extract 2 takes the view that “lobbyists represent all points
of view on every issue imaginable”. Reference may be made by some students to the views
of Dahl and the positive advantages of pressure-group activity in dispersing power,
representing causes/interests and how they can educate and inform law-makers and
citizens. The pluralist approach being advocated in Extract 2 can be contrasted with the
concerns expressed in Extract 1 about the lobbying industry appearing to be “selling
connections” and “buying influence”.

© 2024 AQA 29 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

The analysis and evaluation of any political information is affected by:

e who the author is - their position or role

e the type of publication - newspaper, academic journal, electronic media

e the overt or implicit purpose of the author - to inform, persuade or influence

e the relevance of the extract to a political issue or concern, and how representative the
extract is of a particular viewpoint.

Students will be expected to address some of these factors in their analysis and evaluation of

the extracts:

e Evaluation of relevant perspectives within the extracts concerning the extent to which
lobbying undermines democracy in the US. Extract 1 is an article, which appeared on the
website of the Center for Responsive Politics at the end of the Trump presidency and
Extract 2 from an article written for the lobbying firm Lobbyit. Both articles have a purpose
to inform and explain lobbying and the role that lobbyists play in shaping public policy in
the US and in terms of representing interests and competing points of view. Students may
refer to the fact that the Center for Responsive Politics is an impartial organisation and is a
political transparency advocacy group. In comparison students can refer to the fact that
Lobbyit is a lobbying firm which is naturally defending and promoting the benefits of
lobbying not just for “special interests, rich industries and corporations” but also for
“everyday citizens”.

e Comparisons can be made between the strong criticisms of lobbying, the revolving door
and access points described in the first extract and the second extract which offers a very
positive and pluralistic viewpoint of lobbying and interest groups in general. The concerns
made in Extract 1 suggests that US democracy is being undermined by wealthy corporate
interests and that democracy itself is for sale. On the other hand, Extract 2 takes a very
different view and argues that lobbying is a means for participation and representation
because “in a true democracy, everyone has a voice".

Students are required to analyse and evaluate the arguments presented in the extracts.
Students who identify which arguments support which of the different views regarding extent
to which lobbying undermines US democracy may be awarded marks for analysis (AO2). To
gain marks for evaluation (AO3) students must assess the relative strengths of the differing
arguments and whether lobbying undermines US democracy are more or less convincing. The
analysis and evaluation must clearly focus on the arguments presented in the extracts.

Students would not need to cover each and every one of the above points to gain high marks;
equally, some may introduce further relevant points and these should be credited. The
conclusion should clearly focus on the issue in question. In their evaluation, it does not matter
what view students reach. However, their position must be supported by their arguments and
examples.

Students who fail to focus their discussion on the arguments in the extracts, however
complete their answer may otherwise be, cannot achieve above Level 2.

Student responses
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This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, near the top of the mark range. The response was put
into Level 2 because it has a limited introduction and there is little use of the extracts

(using the extracts is required to get into the higher levels). Where there is analysis of the
extracts, it takes the form of description and some of the points made are unsupported
assertions.

9 marks
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This is a Level 3 response

This was awarded a Level 3 mark, in the middle of the mark range. This response
demonstrates generally sound knowledge and understanding. There are analytical points

relating to the extracts made and developed in some places. The response also makes use
of pluralism and elitism to evaluate lobbying, but the provenance of the extracts is not fully
developed for marks to be awarded in the higher levels.

14 marks
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This is a Level 4 response

This was awarded a Level 4 mark, just into the mark range. This response demonstrates
accurate knowledge and understanding in places but some points are not developed with

examples. To gain more marks in the level and beyond there needed to be more
evaluation of the extracts.

16 marks
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Section C

Levels of response mark scheme for 25-mark essay
Target AO1: 5 marks, AO2: 10 marks, AO3: 10 marks

Level | Marks | Descriptors

e Detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant

> 21-25 political concepts, institutions and processes are used to support
analysis of the issue under discussion (AO1).
e Analysis is balanced and confidently developed. (AO2).
e Synoptic links are well explained, are focussed on the question and
fully supported with relevant and developed examples (AO2).
e Evaluation of the above leads to well substantiated conclusions that
are consistent with the preceding discussion. (AO3).
e Relevant perspectives are successfully evaluated in the process of
constructing arguments (AO3).
e The answer is well organised, coherent and has a sustained analytical
focus on the question (AO2).
4 16-20 | *® Accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant political

concepts, institutions and processes are used to support analysis of
the issue under discussion, though further detail may be required in
places (AO1).

e Analysis is balanced developed, though some elements of the
analysis could be expanded and/or developed further (AO2).

e Synoptic links are relevant to the questions as set, and supported
with examples. (AO2).

e Evaluation of the above leads to conclusions that show some
substantiation and consistent with the preceding discussion (AO3).

e Relevant perspectives are evaluated in the process of constructing
arguments, although in some places there could be further
development of the evaluation (AO3).

e The answer is well organised, analytical in style and is focused on the
guestion as set (AO2).
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3 11-15 | *® Generally sound knowledge and understanding of relevant political
concepts, institutions and processes are used to support points
made, though inaccuracies will be present (AO1).

e Analytical points are made and developed in places, showing some
balance, though some points are descriptive rather than analytical
(AO2).

e Synoptic links will be made, may be supported by examples, though
explanation will lack depth (AO2).

e Evaluation of the above leads to conclusions that are consistent with
the preceding discussion, but that lack substantiation (AO3).

e Relevant perspectives are commented on in the process of
constructing arguments, though evaluation is lacking depth. (AO3).

e The answer is organised, occasionally analytical and focused on the
qguestion as set (AO2).

2 6-10 e Some knowledge and understanding of relevant political concepts,
institutions and processes are used to support points made, though
these contain inaccuracies and irrelevant material (AO1).

e Analysis takes the form of description in most places, with some
attempt at balance, though many points are unsupported assertions
(AO2).

e Synoptic links tend to be limited and undeveloped. (AO2).

e Some attempt to draw conclusions is made, but these lack depth and
clear development from the preceding discussion (AO3).

e Relevant perspectives are identified, though evaluation will be
superficial (AO3).

e The answer shows some organisation and makes some attempt to
address the question (AO2).

1 1-5 Limited knowledge and understanding of relevant political concepts,
institutions and processes, with inaccuracies and irrelevant material
present throughout (AO1).

e Analysis takes the form of description and assertion, with little or no
attempt made at balance (AO2).

e Few if any synoptic links are offered (AO2).

e Conclusions, when offered, are asserted and have an implicit
relationship to the preceding discussion (AO3).

e Little or no evaluation of relevant perspectives is present (AO3).

e The answer shows little organisation and does not address the
question (AO2).

0 0 Nothing worthy of credit.
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Question 5
‘Civil rights and liberties are more effectively promoted and protected in the US than in
the UK. Analyse and evaluate this statement.

[25 marks]

Mark scheme

Indicative content

In the analysis and evaluation of the statement students may be expected to cover areas such
as the following:

analysis and evaluation of what civil rights and liberties are and the fact that in both
countries they are expansive and designed to protect individuals from unfair treatment or
discrimination. In the UK, historically the focus has been on common and statute law,
whereas in the US the focus is on the codified constitution, including the Bill of Rights,
amendments and federalism

analysis and evaluation of how the US Constitution protects rights. Students may argue
that rights and liberties are better protected in the US. For example, when President
Trump introduced his ban on travel from seven Muslim majority countries, the federal
courts struck this down on the grounds that it discriminated against a particular religious
group, thus violating the First Amendment

analysis and evaluation of the fact that in the UK there is a negative rights culture due to
the absence of a codified constitution and no 'entrenchment’ of rights

analysis and evaluation of judiciaries in the US and UK in relation to civil rights and
liberties. In the US the Supreme Court is co-equal with the other two branches of
government. Students are likely to refer to the Court’s power of judicial review and the
positive rights culture in the US due to entrenched rights protected by the Bill of Rights
and subsequent amendments such as the Fourteenth Amendment. Students are likely to
examine landmark Supreme Court cases which have secured the legal rights of, for
example African Americans and LGBT Americans. In comparison the impact of the
Constitutional Reform Act, 2005, has resulted in more judicial activism in the UK

analysis and evaluation of the role played by legislatures in the US and UK in relation to
civil rights and liberties. Students may refer to important examples of Congress protecting
rights by law, eg Civil Rights Acts. Students may also make links to the fact that Congress
passes laws that seem to undermine rights just as Parliament can, eg the 2003 Patriot Act.
In terms of UK statutes there is a wide range of examples students may refer to which
have sought to protect and extend rights such as the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 or the
Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA). Students may argue that there is now a more ‘formal
structure’ to UK rights due to the HRA, and much more in line with the US Bill of Rights
analysis and evaluation of the role played by pressure groups in the US and UK in the
promotion and protection of rights. Students are likely to argue the US political culture
helps pressure group activity in relation to lobbying, campaigning and protesting.
Therefore, students could use examples of groups which have or do operate in the
following policy areas: abortion, gun rights, race, gender, freedom of speech. In terms of
the UK there are fewer access points but again there are many examples students can
draw upon groups such as Liberty, the Fawcett Society and ASH that have defended or
sought to promote rights in the UK.
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Synoptic links may be made in areas such as constitutions, federalism and devolution (as
access points), judiciaries, pressure groups and legislatures. Synoptic links could also be made
to the influence of John Locke and Liberalism. Any response that does not include synoptic
points cannot achieve above level 4.

Students would not need to cover each and every one of the above points to gain high marks;
equally, some may introduce further relevant points and these should be credited. The
conclusion should clearly focus on the issue in question. In their evaluation, it does not matter
what view students reach. However, their position must be supported by their arguments and
examples.

Student responses

Response A

CLou Clanks Gxe pesmsoted afd poteced |
U0 Ol yexrende. u00ws o cne Uik an
L UNE ~T\AQXC Yo I\ '
LOWULON S exC AALL CUUUA (ghasand |
02X POMNO LG Ound. Rl0te Cafl

Lloexaie

a.xiff&&xmux Al UK oung. UOA conaden |
L1008 Wi o172 aussed. On Unus €a-Ss—exsauy- L
At s uldenk mﬁwagm _
N SEOUR e Loud Gy Hae fluusan T(.A;%’L.\Ja.
Acc YQ4Ag, On. KBae LA

A coudd be afqued £NOL GO (1001NeY
Qe MOSR - - iy PrOMORA (N thao |
U tan. u Al (A AWis canpe seon

Endouan the u=L Oy O Cighcs Ocetvisis)
Dursing tig GuuUToanes UoUv@re Nt |
O US, Mostin Loxwes Wing wecotue |
o PG LONO ead. bne ik, 4
&I\:\i*jﬁ Msmmawgn%pifaﬁm-
w o . WWWWW Aol |
e oo\, yor Lxorpde ‘Mogtio Lluscaar)

© 2024 AQA 45 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

me::,ﬁ)cuj Hc}w; ae UK oo not nod |
mmtmmé wr{cam (o dos ax LNSPifa-}
SVe) ANG. eperxue an Martioluxcwer L
g Twds s yusenes eoidence £ s et

; . and. unestiex &ri{ﬁ.@m

f@amﬂj (OOt 20 and pO4+RCeed U etu]

Anotines LOGUY LA LONLEN G rigIEs and.
Ubhex tler» Ore pe@metd. OO and Gy,
Ot -rotioe ADNE L4l wn g
US Baan ot Bue UK s throtan eve
pecic Oy Auoue Llbertied on PO UL
0Qend0 - A WLS con be seexn k1 il

Bownwv MOJ mcw N (oo sn n.

teers) oA Roed todas Ludieien o

: I (oo
oMsed. OorE N A ARaenco ] T uesd |
€. MUK CRAR TUUANgA QULOUOeA MUNOT
rm@u@sm ‘Eﬁ:ﬁ@ﬁcﬁ:‘ﬁrgmﬁk hes |

DAY Ciizexs &0 0. CO \E";j'i)h*.
Qulad et HOwever, gk ..'ugh
X0 IoON S Lﬂ&D&LLﬁﬁiﬂ%Lﬁmﬂl@ﬂ% cen |
20140 A oo lon peconie (aed. oonich)
ALNONSCIOL) DAL Oy G OO (AR

UK (eas : (CNOtex Cend. |
oo ke %ﬁmw whestieas |

© 2024 AQA 46 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

A yurdtoronoy  obvwath demonseratey |
NOW) el es U0 A ULD2IHes ase prom-|
oted and P(Gtecred [Hsh-oa—tdae eppecti-|
Qe g (A brein N Al Uk Sy |
AL 2 JRCE O (RAGUAS ONA B\ aax iMPlei
LUAXOUDNS O (LouNS - Forexample., e
TauocroL Pesidant —onn- F- kennodul
;_u’\QL ﬂM}ﬂ'jﬂ = lf'{ﬂ%@ﬁ . e ‘-Qé 4
\'\_QO.U(/(H POMOERA. LA \’L%U‘_S angd Loer-|
ey, Buads 00O ealden on Al (ot |
Cloue Acx 1064 - LONLtea» on Ao
UK a > yeens (B e, e Alortion
Ace 1867 Lo CnEroduaced (2o Lsi-
m&rﬂﬁ{or\ 5 8 t'_,nquzmdw W Leta AJoft-|

¥ 'ﬁ.f {Aw Q i QAL NG AROTI-L
on un 2010, - A exT i edlnr
dlak ~Thus (s uenerc eoidence o >ud
00ES4A= DAl ébx_m (1S poyeces el |

- Len MO .Ei}ﬂCLLu‘&L{J Haen Gl |
UK doex . i 2

B o

T

This is a Level 2 response

This was awarded a Level 2 mark, at the top of the mark range. This response lacks clarity
and contains some errors, which stopped it from getting into Level 3 or above. There is

some knowledge and understanding. The analysis takes the form of description and there
are limited synoptic links.

9 marks
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This is a Level 4 response

This was awarded a Level 4 mark, just into the mark range. There is accurate knowledge

and understanding, with analysis, which has some balance and development. For higher
marks to be awarded the analysis needed to be developed further.

16 marks
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Guil ngnis and Uoer ies aue proreere thg 8
AN UK fou N SMuiar and ddeeesent wadg - (oil
ngwe ore Matnby prorecred My aigh fne consrifiidon:|
Tho Uatked States (VO has a oaiged: and
enfventiod | ngid condioon . uwhle fe WU had an
wncodised | flexthie ong amendabls  @nstituuien
Quil rglatS oo he profected futugh s Lqeiuce
Bronth, audavpressose Qioups and ofver saxces Ko-

Bon \F con b arqued Hak doil \iberries | ngis 0w

Move profcked m rine US ot thap wa e UK. T (8
due Yo the US contrifudon hewnq codifled |, yoXxihay
o uncodifed e Hae Uk . e US andtiudwon
eAround T arnides and how only had 27
aendmMonts - The U3 hod o cotifled canexl FUdtaN
MMIc\jJ Ir § oAl Wrikten document and vof &asity
apmendabla  The S andfituhon convlaunp oo billog
rghl (in winch Ciuil nghes and Uber ve! are prokecred,
Bl (e unlilely re be repoled duk o e ngid fysrem
o the odifted anShituran- n comporim jo Hi€
UK r ton e argued guil 1ghks and Ubernes ]
ok A8y prorceted) due fo PG conthifuien heng

LD, UNCodiEEed . s medng i (A5 Ham  wrrren

ond Untrirten Saarced and (8 2asily chounged. oug
amgndable fough ads ofF parlamerd UK UHzen
used o rely an the 'fillarg of Uberty "ot
proteChn o teIr g, While naw CiHzens rely

o fhe Human ygne A 199€ passedl by lobous
odter oy Bl - GHzend NG aue [ profected vie
ad in 201§ Mo conservahive gournment (nod.wed
ool thy Fhe Human ngurd ok je repce It Wit

a pU oL nOhKs -

© 2024 AQA 52 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

I cain be ouqued HOF Uuil nohts e effective
proveted pmare in the UK rhan the U8 - This § du

fo g Process of Judictou review Judictad reuiew
N the US meand thu guditoury cun ensuue e
govemment are nok undwmining Guil nghk by
Qeing heyond thatr pouwer (wtra vivey) Tha judiciany
@n ensire HWS Huaraugh deciarng tinen there
i©an eowpatibithy Wikl the Humon right& Ack.
In e case £ uSecremAffcr Sk WWar (L 0NCl pens (o
e govern ment wenk begd HRth BLLS and
whotes iached uman rig g winen i} LF Peg (e
Wwened re caWInAL 10 claah pencfts Huay mugt- haue
LLrer foole Lun poud (abads - Tou g Jowt concerns 1
Slaseny, whielr 8 grohibired n article &, and (it
wenk  bejond el poulr and was nor (gyally bingung -
I COMNOIIECN #m te e US . o do ok houe

W Judicod veuews - [ brmamcg;qumw
NOE QL congreds Que FalpINdible. par Cne e INGE (4
bk GrC Charoyes | Qumend Meindg oue Hreretae
coun e mqm:d NegFedtive n proredring aung
iononing cvil ighag and (oes e -

1t can bt argued ele trak ciul gl andl
Lipervied wt: MOrC Pravored andl proretred o the
US Mo N e UK Thud 5 due e the volo e

WA IR ond PALLE Of Presture Qroupd \in

© 2024 AQA 53 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

Whe shaxe sivior mreselld edm and drfeniprk
INFULENCe geqple in ope(Ce  Tadly Than qaun o
pOCTON W OFF|CE - Presauue Qraups Cue Unauson 0
ntevest grosgs N the U5 andl o promere

e 1n e Kavanagh reaxngs 0 2018 toneh
Jasy e capitol wos cramed - A well 63 profestng,,
pressure groupd o welience (gpSiodye - for
LxoUMPLE e ACLY hroughy Denadd Trumy

o CBU 0t + (CQAXTUNG o polic) TALMY MBS
-Q‘L—_D.BQAMJ_I&M on Musting entering the VSA .
fressure Qralpd Wnouy 080 phone  wrife or emadl
10 NS enIs YO exect pYoreCrin oy Oramerion on
civil YAQWIS - A epeod o 0bonas Mwmnm
by @NSArUoNS P 108r e vere (LA §T1) .1n
EMpOINsN 10 the UK, \~ can be argued Guil
uberties axe \o3S pyctected cad  pravioted Al Poestinge
Qioups Yo e inguoenee oue ML UKS Q8 iadie
Lanch . A BUL Yo yepaove profrest WG ngns s (8

030 peing gossed Fhaohin Hnae noude of cawnens
org  LodS , wied will fesmictr pyovoton of Civil
VOSSR U OIS vhan prenSliy

1N CONCUUSION | DEtaaaldi INE @n Ogvee udirin Yo
StoreMenr n sauging Guil (g s and |l pey rey

are more egevely promored and pyoreced pire
U8 thoan \n the UK due to e U5 codipied cOnBrinuiin,
@ndy ond pouty Of Bressure groups - i

© 2024 AQA 54 of 55



A-LEVEL - POLITICS - 7152 - PAPER 2 - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

This is a Level 3 response

This was awarded a Level 3 mark, just into the mark range. The response has a narrow
focus and there is some drift in its focus in relation to the question as set. There is some

generally sound knowledge and understanding but the points made are not developed
enough for higher marks to be awarded.

13 marks
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