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Answers and commentaries 
 

 
 

10 mark question (AO1) mark scheme 
  

Levels of response: 10 marks A-level – AO1 

Level 5 

9-10 
• Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully 

developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant 
evidence which may include textual/scriptural reference where appropriate. 

• Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of 
views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated. 

• Clear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the 
appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 4 

7-8 
• Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate and mostly relevant with 

good development in breadth and depth shown through good used of 
relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where 
appropriate. 

• Where appropriate, alternative views and/or scholarly opinion are 
explained. 

• Mostly clear and coherent presentation of ideas with good use of the 
appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 3 

5-6 
• Knowledge and critical understanding is generally accurate and relevant 

with development in breadth and/or depth shown through some use of 
evidence and/or examples which may include textual/scriptural references 
where appropriate. 

• Where appropriate, there is some familiarity with the diversity of views 
and/or scholarly opinion. 

• Some organisation of ideas and coherence with reasonable use of the 
appropriate subject vocabulary.  

Level 2 

3-4 

• Knowledge and critical understanding is limited, with limited development 
in breadth and/or depth shown through limited use of evidence and/or 
examples which may include textual/scriptural referenced where 
appropriate. 

• Where appropriate, limited reference may be made to alternative views 
and/or scholarly opinion. 

• Limited organisation of ideas and coherence and use of subject vocabulary. 

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level Religious Studies Paper 1 Philosophy of 
Religion and Ethics June 2022 Question paper. 
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Level 1 

1-2 
• Knowledge and critical understanding is basic with little or no development. 

There may be a basic awareness of alternative views and/or scholarly 
opinion. 

• Isolated elements of accurate and relevant information and basic use of 
appropriate subject vocabulary. 

0 • No accurate or relevant material to credit. 

 
 

15 mark question (AO2) mark scheme 
  

Levels of response: 15 marks A-level – AO2 

Level 5 

13-15 

• A very well-focused response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Perspective discussion of different views, including, where appropriate, 

those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis. 
• There is an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning. 
• Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.  

Level 4 

10-12 

• A well-focused response to the issues(s) raised. 
• Different views are discussed, including, where appropriate, those of 

scholars or schools of thought, with some critical analysis. 
• There is an appropriate evaluation supported by the reasoning. 
• Good use of the appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 3 

7-9 

• A general response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Different views are discusses, including, where appropriate, those of 

scholars or schools of thought. 
• An evaluation is made that is consistent with some of the reasoning. 
• Reasonable use of the appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 2 

4-6 

• A limited response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Presentation of a point of view relevant to the issue with some supporting 

evidence and argument. 
• Limited attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary. 

Level 1 

1-3 

• A basic response to the issue(s) raised. 
• A point of view is stated, with some evidence or reason(s) in support. 
• Some attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary. 

0 • No accurate or relevant material to credit. 
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Philosophy of Religion 
  

10 mark question (AO1) 
 

Question 2.1 
Examine both realist and anti-realist understandings of miracles. 

[10 marks] 
 

Mark scheme 
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response. 
  
Target: AO1.1: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief including religious, 
philosophical and ethical thought and teaching. 
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in the mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response. 

 
Realist understandings of miracles hold that miracles are a real part of what happens in the 
world. They are brought about by God, or somebody empowered by God, such as great 
religious figures in history. Miracles are seen as evidence of God’s existence and of God’s care 
for the world. Further, a realist holds that these things are true despite the fact that people do 
not understand everything about miracles, such as how they relate to the laws of nature. 
 
Anti-realist understandings of miracles reject realist understandings on the grounds that 
people can have no knowledge of a world that is independent of their minds, so what some 
class as a miracle by God is just their interpretation of what has happened. Miracles are 
events that lift the spirit or transform a community of people. When anti-realists talk about 
miracles, they are saying something about the state of their minds, and are not making a 
claim about the event itself. 

 
Realists may, for example, understand extraordinary coincidences of a beneficial nature as 
miracles brought about by God. Realists often see such acts as violations of natural law. David 
Hume takes a realist approach to miracles and uses it to insist that miracles do not happen. 
The anti-realist approach of Maurice Wiles understands miracles as being about the fight 
against evil: miracles are events from which people learn something about God’s intentions 
for the world. 
 
Maximum Level 3 if only one aspect is covered. 
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This is a well-focused response to the question asked. The answer provides a clear and 
coherent examination of realist and anti-realist understandings of miracles. Knowledge 
and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and developed. The development is 
supported by appropriate use of exemplification and clear reference to scholarly opinion. 
With further development of either the realist views of Hume against miracles, and/or the 
anti-realist views of Wiles, the answer could be awarded full marks. As it stands, the answer 
meets the criteria for the threshold of Level 5 = 9 marks, rather than sitting at the top of 
Level 4. 
 
9 marks 
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Response B 
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This is a Level 3 response 
 
This is a typical example of a midrange response to the question asked. Knowledge and 
critical understanding is generally accurate and relevant and there is an attempt at some 
development of realist and anti-realist views. The opening paragraph correctly identifies 
the two differing understandings of miracles in a general way. The second paragraph 
attempts some development to explain the anti-realist position with reference to Maurice 
Wiles. The final paragraph focuses on Hume’s realist approach against miracles again with 
some development. To get into the next level, Level 4, there would need to be greater 
development of both understandings of miracles, and greater exemplification. As it stands 
the response constitutes more than a limited response, the criteria for Level 2, and thus 
sits at Level 3.  
 
6 marks 
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Response C 

 

 
 

 

This is a Level 1 response 
 
This is a basic response to the question set. Knowledge and critical understanding is basic 
and there is no relevant development. The answer does not provide an ‘examination’ of 
either understanding of miracles. The concept of miracle is stated in the opening 
paragraph as is the idea of differing understandings from realist and anti-realist positions. 
Subsequent paragraphs provide little more than a basic summary of these positions. The 
final paragraph merely repeats the simple points that have already been made. The 
response is a statement of two simple summary points and therefore Level 1. 
  
2 marks 
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15 mark question (AO2) 
  

Question 2.2 
‘The falsification principle shows that religious language is meaningless.’  
 
Evaluate this claim.       

[15 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response. 
  
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and 
belief, including their significance, influence and study. 
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in the mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response. 
 
Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following 
specification content: The challenge of the falsification principle to the meaningfulness of 
religious language; responses to these challenges. 
 
The falsification principle claims that meaningful language must be falsifiable in principle. 
Since religious statements are about a metaphysical/heavenly realm there can be no evidence 
against them, so they are in principle unfalsifiable and therefore meaningless. However, a 
religious believer can argue that all claims about the universe are metaphysical, including 
scientific claims, so falsificationism fails its own test because there is no evidence to count 
against it. 
 
Falsificationists claim that religious believers will allow nothing to falsify their beliefs: they 
ignore or qualify every factual challenge to their claim that ‘God is love’, for example, by saying 
that God’s love is different to human love, but in effect this makes such claims meaningless. 
However, Hare rejects this by arguing that religious claims are non-cognitive ‘Bliks’; Bliks are 
deeply meaningful to those who have them but are not factual claims, so the falsificationist 
challenge is irrelevant. 
 
Falsificationists may argue that unless religion ultimately asserts something factual, then its 
claims are meaningless. For example, the Parable of the Gardener illustrates this: an invisible, 
intangible, eternally elusive God is in effect no different from no God at all. However, believers 
can reply with reference to Wittgenstein’s language game theory that meaning is governed by 
use, and religious statements are ultimately meaningful for those who adopt the religious 
language game. 
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This is a very well-focused response to the issue raised in the question. It provides a 
perceptive discussion of differing views and accurate reference to a variety of scholarship 
with good development. There is evidence of critical analysis throughout the answer. The 
evaluation made is also fully supported by the reasoning evident throughout the answer. 
There is also precise and mature use of appropriate subject vocabulary. The answer meets 
all the criteria for a top Level 5.  
 
15 marks 
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Response B  
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This is a Level 3 response 
 
This is a general response to the issue raised by the question. The answer provides some 
accurate evidence of differing views and there is some discussion of various scholarship 
which is mostly relevant and accurate. This makes the answer more than a ‘limited 
response’ and places it above the criteria for Level 2. There is an attempt at an evaluation 
consistent with some of the reasoning. However, the response lacks any critical analysis 
and is not ‘a well-focused response to the issue raised,’ so it does not meet the criteria 
required for Level 4. The answer is therefore a Level 3 response and it sits at the lower end 
of that level.  
 
7 marks 



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – 7062/1 – ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES 

 

© 2024 AQA  17 of 33  

 

Response C 
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This is a Level 1 response 
 
This is a basic response to the issue raised by the question; a point of view is made with 
some basic evidence in support. No understanding of the falsification principle is evident 
and there is no attempt to engage with it or make an evaluation of it. What is here is very 
general and basic. The opening paragraph merely restates the statement about the 
falsification principle and adds nothing to the answer. The second and longest paragraph 
is confused. There is some evidence of vaguely relevant and creditable material in the 
penultimate paragraph by way of general reference to symbols as a form of language with 
meaning.  
 
2 marks 
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Ethics 
 

10 mark question (AO1) 
 

Question 4.1 
Examine the approaches of libertarianism and hard determinism to free will. 

[10 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response. 
 
Target: AO1.4: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including approaches to 
the study of religion and belief. 
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in the mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response. 
 
Libertarianism is the view that human beings are free moral agents. This approach is usually 
taken by mind-body dualists who hold the Cartesian view that the mind is a separate 
substance which interacts with the brain to enable free decisions for thought, action and 
morality. By contrast, hard determinists generally agree that there is only one substance, and 
this substance is material: the brain is a physical structure which produces the mind, so all 
thought must be physically determined. 
 
Libertarians do not assume that humans are completely free, since heredity, social situation 
and the physical environment incline people to act in some ways rather than in others. 
Nevertheless, behaviour is not compelled by external causes, and humans are essentially free. 
Scientific hard determinism assumes the opposite: free will is an illusion produced by brain 
processes. Psychological hard determinism holds that all behaviour is conditioned by genetic 
and environmental conditions. 
 
Libertarians generally hold that free will is necessary for society to function, since if 
determinism is true, then it would seem pointless to punish or reward people for what they 
cannot avoid doing. Psychological determinists may argue that free will is an illusion, so 
people should be conditioned to avoid behaviours that have bad consequences, and to repeat 
behaviour where the results are beneficial. 
 
Maximum Level 3 if only one aspect is covered. 
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This answer deals with both aspects of the question in a clear and developed way. The 
knowledge and critical understanding shown is relevant, accurate and well developed with 
clear and accurate reference to a diversity of views and scholarly opinion (for example the 
references to Descartes, Spinoza and Calvin). This answer provides a good examination of 
both aspects of the question. It is, for the most part, fully developed in breadth and depth 
and supported by accurate use of relevant evidence and exemplification.  
 
9 marks 
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Response B  
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This is a Level 3 response 
 
The answer is generally accurate and relevant. However, there is greater understanding of 
hard determinism shown compared to libertarianism. There is some valid development of 
both scientific and theological determinism. The section on libertarianism is weaker and 
would require more development for the answer to reach the next level. Both aspects of 
the question are covered thus the answer is more than a limited response and goes above 
Level 2.  
 
6 marks 
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Response C  

 

 
 

 

This is a Level 2 response 
 
This answer just meets the criteria for limited rather than a basic response, so goes beyond 
Level 1. It is an example of an answer that sits on the borderline of Level 1 and Level 2. The 
lower mark of Level 2 was awarded. Both aspects of the question are dealt with but in a 
very limited and superficial way. There is only limited knowledge and critical understanding 
evident and a very limited development of either aspect.  
 
3 marks 
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15 mark question (AO2) 
  

Question 4.2  
‘Virtue ethics is not a good way of making moral decisions.’ 
 
Evaluate this claim. 

 [15 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response. 
 
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study.  
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in the mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response.  
 
Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following 
specification content: virtue ethics with reference to Aristotle.  
 
Some argue that virtue ethics gives no real guidance on matters of right and wrong. Other 
ethical theories, such as natural moral law, have clear rules and principles to follow. Those 
who prefer this type of ethics are left in no doubt as to what they should do. However, virtue 
ethics does have helpful guidelines of a different kind. For example, people can copy the 
behaviour of the wisest people in a community. People can also follow the doctrine of the 
mean.  
 
Some argue that virtue ethics is not good at dealing with modern moral issues, particularly 
those to do with medicine. For example, virtue ethics finds it difficult to decide what is 
virtuous in relation to voluntary euthanasia and assisted suicide. However, some moral 
theories may give advice that could be inappropriate, for example by forbidding voluntary 
euthanasia, whereas virtue ethics could allow voluntary euthanasia in some situations.  
 
Virtue ethics can be criticised on the grounds that the virtues can conflict with each other. For 
example, situations often arise in which it is not clear whether it is better to be honest with 
somebody or to be kind. Also, virtues can differ between societies. However, others think that 
it is possible to develop a broad set of virtues to include all people, for example a concept of 
what makes all humans flourish. A set of virtues of this kind may be seen as absolute, giving 
clear guidance.  
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Student responses 
 
Response A  
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This answer provides a very well-focussed response to the issues raised. There is a 
perceptive discussion of a variety of views and there is clear evidence of critical analysis. 
The answer provides an accurate discussion of virtue ethics and makes valid and relevant 
comparisons with other ethical systems. There is good exemplification of ideas which are 
used appropriately. The evaluation made is fully supported by the reasoning evident 
throughout the answer.  
 
14 marks 



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES – 7062/1 – ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES 

 

© 2024 AQA  30 of 33  

 

Response B  
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This is a Level 3 response 
 
This is a general response to the issue raised by the question. Different views about the 
issue are discussed, contrasting virtue ethics with natural moral law. There is an attempt at 
some development of each of these views. There is a vagueness about the understanding 
of virtue ethics compared to the contrasting understanding of natural moral law. The 
answer also lacks any critical analysis. The evaluation in the final paragraph is consistent 
with some of the reasoning shown in the answer. This is a typical example of a low mid-
range response to an AO2 question, there are different views stated and there is some 
attempt at developing them.  
 
7 marks 
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Response C  
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This is a Level 2 response 
 
This answer is best described as a limited, rather than a basic response to the issue raised 
by the question, therefore goes above Level 1. The knowledge and understanding 
demonstrated is weak but there is some creditable material. The first paragraph makes a 
simplistic presentation of a point of view relevant to the question asked. The second 
paragraph is extremely confused but there is some very limited relevance to the point of 
view stated. There is very limited attempt to offer some contrasting evidence in the third 
paragraph; “…. because it can make you a better person…”. The penultimate and final 
paragraphs return to the point of view expressed at the start.  
 
4 marks 
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