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Answers and commentaries

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level Religious Studies Paper 2A Study of

Religion and Dialogues: Buddhism June 2022 Question paper.

10 mark question (AO1) mark scheme

Levels of response: 10 marks A-level - AO1

Level 5 | ¢ Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully
9-10 developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant
evidence which may include textual/scriptural reference where appropriate.
e Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of
views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated.
e C(lear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level4 | « Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate and mostly relevant with
7.8 good development in breadth and depth shown through good used of

relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where
appropriate.

e Where appropriate, alternative views and/or scholarly opinion are
explained.

e Mostly clear and coherent presentation of ideas with good use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 3 | ¢ Knowledge and critical understanding is generally accurate and relevant
5.6 with development in breadth and/or depth shown through some use of

evidence and/or examples which may include textual/scriptural references
where appropriate.

e Where appropriate, there is some familiarity with the diversity of views
and/or scholarly opinion.

e Some organisation of ideas and coherence with reasonable use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 2 | ¢ Knowledge and critical understanding is limited, with limited development
in breadth and/or depth shown through limited use of evidence and/or
examples which may include textual/scriptural referenced where
appropriate.

e Where appropriate, limited reference may be made to alternative views
and/or scholarly opinion.

e Limited organisation of ideas and coherence and use of subject vocabulary.
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Level 1 e Knowledge and critical understanding is basic with little or no development.
1-2 There may be a basic awareness of alternative views and/or scholarly
opinion.
e Isolated elements of accurate and relevant information and basic use of
appropriate subject vocabulary.
0 e No accurate or relevant material to credit.

15 mark question (AO2) mark scheme

Levels of response: 15 marks A-level - AO2

Level 5 | « Averywell-focused response to the issue(s) raised.
13-15 e Perspective discussion of different views, including, where appropriate,
those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis.
e Thereis an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning.
e Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.
Level 4 | o A well-focused response to the issues(s) raised.
10-12 o Different views are discussed, including, where appropriate, those of
scholars or schools of thought, with some critical analysis.
e Thereis an appropriate evaluation supported by the reasoning.
e Good use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.
Level 3 | ¢ A general response to the issue(s) raised.
7.9 o Different views are discusses, including, where appropriate, those of
scholars or schools of thought.
e An evaluation is made that is consistent with some of the reasoning.
e Reasonable use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.
Level 2 e Alimited response to the issue(s) raised.
4-6 e Presentation of a point of view relevant to the issue with some supporting
evidence and argument.
e Limited attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary.
Level 1 e Abasic response to the issue(s) raised.
13 e A point of view is stated, with some evidence or reason(s) in support.
e Some attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary.
0 e No accurate or relevant material to credit.
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10 mark question (AO1)

Question 1.1
Examine why there are different Buddhist views about celibacy and marriage.
[10 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response.

Target: AO1.3: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief including causes and
significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note: ‘celibacy and marriage’ may be treated as a single idea.

One reason for the difference is that in Theravada Buddhism the code of discipline for monks
requires celibacy but the code of conduct for lay Buddhists does not. For monks, all sexual
activity is forbidden. It is seen as feeding desire and attachment which they are working to
overcome. Lay Buddhists, however, may marry and have children. For them sex is a normal
part of life, but they have to avoid adultery and ensure that they are not harming their partner
in any way.

Another reason is that many believe, based on the teaching of the Buddha, that all Buddhist
teaching should be tested through experience and not taken as absolute. One should follow
the Middle Way between self-indulgence and harmful self-denial, so it is up to each person to
decide what is right for them in terms of sexual expression. For some people celibacy could
be harmful, for others it may come naturally. Some may need the security of a marriage
relationship to achieve any degree of mental peace, others may not.

Buddhist attitudes may be affected by the society in which Buddhism is being practised. For
example, Buddhism in a secular western society may accept sex before marriage, and see it as
a natural part of growing up for many people, but in another context it may be seen as
harmful and wrong. Marriage has a different significance in different countries, so it may be a
positive step, giving legal rights and protection to children, but there may be valid alternatives.
It may be judged simply according to how harmful or positive it could be.

Maximum Level 2 for answers that only explain the different views.
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Student responses
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This is a Level 5 response

This response successfully responds to all aspects of the question. The student has clearly
explained why there are differing ideas about celibacy and marriage. They have given
detailed examples and developed the response with good breadth and depth of

knowledge. The student explores differences between groups of Buddhists, the lay and
monastic sangha, as well as different ways of following the example of the Buddha. These
points are supported with Buddhist teachings and examples. This makes this a clear Level
5, full mark response to the question.

10 marks
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This is a Level 2 response

This response gives some detail about marriage and celibacy, and the student implies that
the lay and monastic sangha might be following different rules, but this is not explained or
developed in enough detail to achieve Level 3. The knowledge shown is limited, with

limited development of the points which have been made. For example, the point in the
second paragraph about attachment causing Dukkha doesn't explain why this might be
the case. The points about same sex marriage and relationships are a valid response to
the question, but they are not developed enough and lack detailed examples.

3 marks
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15 mark question (AO2)

Question 2.2
‘Gautama Buddha is very important as a role model for Buddhists.’

Evaluate this claim.
[15 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response.

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following
specification content: The Buddha: the significance the life of Gautama Buddha for Theravada
Buddhists with reference to his relevance as a role model and his authority as ‘the
enlightened one’; the Mahayana view that the life and teaching of Gautama Buddha was
‘skilful means’, with reference to the parable of the burning house in the Lotus Sutra.

Answers may present, analyse and evaluate some of the following arguments:

Theravada Buddhists believe Gautama Buddha was an ordinary man who showed, by
example, the way to achieve enlightenment. He can therefore be a role model, and monks
follow his example in leaving their families and renouncing possessions, and by adopting his
meditation practices. However, lay Buddhists do not follow his example in this way, so it may
be of less importance to them. Life has changed so much since Gautama's time that much of
his example may be of limited relevance today, and provide little help for Buddhists facing
modern dilemmas.

The example of Gautama, which allows him to be used as a role model, appears in scripture
such as the Pali Canon. Some see this as an accurate record of how he achieved
enlightenment, and so an illustration of the path to be followed. However, the accuracy of the
record is widely challenged because it was compiled from oral tradition long after his death,
and scriptures vary greatly between different traditions. Also, Gautama is recorded as saying
that each individual should find their own path, which suggests that a single example cannot
apply to all.

Theravada Buddhism regards Gautama as unique. He is the human Buddha who is to be
followed, which makes his example very important. However, for Mahayana Buddhists he is
only one example of Buddha-nature, an example suited to his time and place, and matched
by many other examples of different ways in which the goal can be reached. This reduces his
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importance as a role model. In some forms of Buddhism there is much more emphasis on
sharing the merit of heavenly Bodhisattvas rather than on earning good karma for yourself by
doing what Gautama did.
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Student responses
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This is a Level 5 response

This is a well-developed response. The student has given a clear argument for and against
the statement, with critical analysis and a line of argument running throughout their

answer. The points are fully explained with good detail and development, and a wide
range of appropriate and relevant evidence used in support.

15 marks
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R aman Buddhe. Lo deon do lo
A ey myofonk (e padad fur

Ak Budolbists, Al fadihonadb, @not  ¢n
Th HH;#‘:LT H-wciﬂfm'af—w{ﬂl
aag_ ; {r fdhean gt wn oo
. -b;.-.-. Wﬁﬁti _Counon F&uﬁ‘..cs&uﬁu_

i e ama  Pifalee tel

Pitlee  rhose (P00 o

v hﬁ;c_ erol.  hd patt te
“Thin provddsr  boe.  pusdla
G‘L..ud:‘l:w"-ﬂﬁ 2> peepls taral to N
(osle ey oot b 05 o 6T
foed oA o Fllla) bhir ar W Ya
tAmadbont  thoir aun lues.  For
. M‘, R Pladslls  FEAOLN Cot
ot M - Fo  Filis o |
reachc~s E:LLW Aot

oo tre  dargls  Auygestr.  mans
Moo ol A bouee lopld

Aarg  Hle o ST Lt 'ﬁ?{,ﬁy
einte . 0N Ja\.rétmn\. Plae f T
4, Coln, tHoma  foour Crangd
Céin_Cei Itz o~ e Baclollc,
dbrovime ,  fuftlor  AUgogratrs b
e, A wile Mmoot for
BUAMANTTS 20 many  Alew ot he dy

Thin, howeres, —« adt  alivess
S Coze  Whire  fthas  asny  nit
el QluAbUne  fruddl.. 6 bticw
i wepebuat a e il paseded
'F"f Bndolbd Tt lee crnne  ba covdot
sy = fFlon Oy o pens
to & engl t u faud  AAet
gl t(f Endliing  Fffen ng

© 2024 AQA

15 of 28



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES - 7062/2A - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

_ank fpdy  peale  watba 3
PN -V % | CUR - PO QT bow gpims®
do \ge ML?W{_ &‘ZELL @ﬂwhmn- o,
sk Hork AL lnjdiny  , re
e  prvpects  (sida AugpeteA
e wadeh ey e comns o~
\cuns W apeod rdalﬁuz:

o~ Al peadod cuual e
e g. aldly  athdrbhgentsy
s,  Qanadl e asvndaos| -
Mg b ahsd  ndY  odele = Comnant

O~ K oA aiuls  Puck o 3
adgeden  ar  Clomih s, Al ¥ dne
tdmnsr Mt uld e Azl
appusd  te  fnch  paatiterd e

Mt vk 6 Vs, “wiedle ppind!

© 2024 AQA 16 of 28



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES - 7062/2A - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

& nlumy e B Ha frvelol Lo
oAl A in A NAGH A
ealdond E?/Lh*‘r.x{'tpﬂu,ﬂ,f T«JL\&EL
o @, A oy Uty f—t:\imf £t

G\«L:;{_GLL& har L}f}i\:t‘ . Aneaniing Yol
APyt s 51,'..-_»{_;7‘["':‘—»5 tdandAgt a1
; "-.-""i.*L =7 L-“-"ll.g + £ o A j"{?t._
MDJI\L'J Y F”Lmﬁ{a”-{ﬁufﬁ'

I_L—x Con g laFrm, L~ L [T ﬁ-m M b,
L @4 Erold b L _J,L.n. oo
w’r ‘-ﬁ Ltwii«z“vv r oy ATV,

’Lﬁg‘-"‘tﬁ —r‘fL e 4 %L—Trﬁl LR

L ANG E‘{ﬁ'{:f— ig{!LiF_E Tt

Ml f?d'-f% F&Ia‘.{;{{iﬂ L~ o (Ao Tt
ALt prooted fre  Evaldlirts o,

hnnredE ., (a lnsper ;:ﬂLr{ and £

it (aad T Chouy Lo A
(re I’ij?u?{.t ANy e  Ersils [f{_u_ = ==
rble toctod J2A tﬁr Fdls So

[ f‘\_ﬂ}y\drw '?'— ._,meam-:T f,u:a_ L ujlnrr a1y

da &wLLLﬂii‘ﬂE’%@ v 51&1#"3}1?:7

i b & Aoy .

This is a Level 3 response

This is a clear Level 3 response: the student gives different opinions for and against the
statement but with no critical analysis of these points; this means the response cannot

move to Level 4. The answer is general with some relevant information but the points are
not developed enough for the top of Level 3.

7 marks
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25 mark question (AO1 and AO2)

Question 5.1
‘Bentham'’s way of making moral decisions is compatible with Buddhist ethics.’

Critically examine and evaluate this view with reference to the dialogue between Buddhism
and ethical studies.
[25 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response for AO1 and page 4 for levels of
response for AO2.

Target: AO1.4: Knowledge and understanding of approaches to the study of religion and
belief. (10 marks)

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects and approaches to religion and belief, including
their significance, influence and study. (15 marks)

Material related to AO1 and AO2 may be presented discretely or holistically within the answer.
Markers must read the whole of the response before either mark is awarded.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

AO1

Buddhism

Buddhist ethics may be unpacked in terms of the five precepts and the six perfections,
including reference to the principle of ahimsa and to intention. There may be reference to the
importance of the consequences of the action, both for the individual carrying it out and more
widely.

Ethics

Bentham's key ideas may be identified as: how consequences of pain or pleasure determine
whether an action is right or wrong; the goal of the greatest happiness of the greatest
number, the hedonic calculus and the equality of pleasures. Bentham's approach may be
identified as act utilitarianism, meaning that each situation is judged on its own merits rather
than any moral rules or laws applied.

Maximum Level 3 for answers that do not include both Buddhism and Bentham's way of
making moral decisions.
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AO2

There are likely to be many issues on which both Bentham and Buddhism would reach the
same conclusions, because the pursuit of the greatest good/ happiness of the greatest
number is consistent with the Buddhist emphasis on compassion. However, Bentham's
system potentially justifies any action as long as it contributes to that goal while the precepts
and perfections of Buddhism do appear to some to be rules which prohibit certain actions
completely, regardless of their consequences. For example, ahimsa would seem to rule out
causing pain to a minority even if it increased the pleasure of the majority.

Bentham's goal of the greatest happiness for the greatest number would appear to be
consistent with the Buddhist emphasis on ahimsa and the ending of Dukkha. However, for
Bentham all pleasures are equal while for Buddhism true happiness is the end of all desires,
not the fulfilling of them in this life, which appears to be Bentham's priority. The focus of
Buddhism could be seen as the mental adjustment needed to cope with suffering rather than
practical steps to end it.

Both Bentham and Buddhism pay great attention to the consequences of actions, making
experience the arbiter of whether the action is 'right' or 'wrong', and requiring those
consequences to be considered before the action is carried out. However, for Buddhism the
intention behind the action is important, while in Bentham's view it is not, since it has no
effect on the outcome of the action.
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This is a Level 5 response for both AO1 and AO2

AO1: The student has excellent knowledge of both Bentham and Buddhism. All points are
fully developed, and evidence is appropriately chosen and fully developed. The student
has used examples from different groups of Buddhism and a selection of appropriate
examples from the specification.

AO2: There is a developed discussion of different points and critical analysis throughout,
with a clear line of argument and evaluation.

25 marks (AO1:10 marks and AO2: 15 marks)
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This is a Level 3 response for both AO1 and AO2

AO1: This is a general response for both Buddhism and Bentham. The student has made
mostly accurate and relevant points, some of which have been developed with relevant
examples. This means that this response was awarded the top of Level 3. The points are
not consistently developed and there isn't the breadth that is needed to move into Level 4.

AO2: This response has points for and against and there is no critical analysis. This means
that the response cannot move into Level 4 as it is a general response. There is some
developed discussion and as such this response awarded the top of Level 3.

15 marks (AO1: 6 marks and AO2: 9 marks)
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