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Answers and commentaries 

10 mark question (AO1) mark scheme 

Levels of response: 10 marks A-level – AO1 

Level 5 

9-10

• Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully
developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant
evidence which may include textual/scriptural reference where appropriate.

• Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of
views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated.

• Clear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 4 

7-8

• Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate and mostly relevant with
good development in breadth and depth shown through good used of
relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where
appropriate.

• Where appropriate, alternative views and/or scholarly opinion are
explained.

• Mostly clear and coherent presentation of ideas with good use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 3 

5-6

• Knowledge and critical understanding is generally accurate and relevant
with development in breadth and/or depth shown through some use of
evidence and/or examples which may include textual/scriptural references
where appropriate.

• Where appropriate, there is some familiarity with the diversity of views
and/or scholarly opinion.

• Some organisation of ideas and coherence with reasonable use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 2 

3-4

• Knowledge and critical understanding is limited, with limited development
in breadth and/or depth shown through limited use of evidence and/or
examples which may include textual/scriptural referenced where
appropriate.

• Where appropriate, limited reference may be made to alternative views
and/or scholarly opinion.

• Limited organisation of ideas and coherence and use of subject vocabulary.

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level Religious Studies Paper 2A Study of 
Religion and Dialogues: Buddhism June 2022 Question paper. 
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Level 1 

1-2 
• Knowledge and critical understanding is basic with little or no development. 

There may be a basic awareness of alternative views and/or scholarly 
opinion. 

• Isolated elements of accurate and relevant information and basic use of 
appropriate subject vocabulary. 

0 • No accurate or relevant material to credit. 

 
 

15 mark question (AO2) mark scheme 
  

Levels of response: 15 marks A-level – AO2 

Level 5 

13-15 

• A very well-focused response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Perspective discussion of different views, including, where appropriate, 

those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis. 
• There is an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning. 
• Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.  

Level 4 

10-12 

• A well-focused response to the issues(s) raised. 
• Different views are discussed, including, where appropriate, those of 

scholars or schools of thought, with some critical analysis. 
• There is an appropriate evaluation supported by the reasoning. 
• Good use of the appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 3 

7-9 

• A general response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Different views are discusses, including, where appropriate, those of 

scholars or schools of thought. 
• An evaluation is made that is consistent with some of the reasoning. 
• Reasonable use of the appropriate subject vocabulary. 

Level 2 

4-6 

• A limited response to the issue(s) raised. 
• Presentation of a point of view relevant to the issue with some supporting 

evidence and argument. 
• Limited attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary. 

Level 1 

1-3 

• A basic response to the issue(s) raised. 
• A point of view is stated, with some evidence or reason(s) in support. 
• Some attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary. 

0 • No accurate or relevant material to credit. 
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10 mark question (AO1) 
 

Question 1.1 
Examine why there are different Buddhist views about celibacy and marriage. 

[10 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response. 
  
Target: AO1.3: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief including causes and 
significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice. 
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response. 
 
Note: ‘celibacy and marriage’ may be treated as a single idea. 
 
One reason for the difference is that in Theravada Buddhism the code of discipline for monks 
requires celibacy but the code of conduct for lay Buddhists does not. For monks, all sexual 
activity is forbidden. It is seen as feeding desire and attachment which they are working to 
overcome. Lay Buddhists, however, may marry and have children. For them sex is a normal 
part of life, but they have to avoid adultery and ensure that they are not harming their partner 
in any way. 
 
Another reason is that many believe, based on the teaching of the Buddha, that all Buddhist 
teaching should be tested through experience and not taken as absolute. One should follow 
the Middle Way between self-indulgence and harmful self-denial, so it is up to each person to 
decide what is right for them in terms of sexual expression. For some people celibacy could 
be harmful, for others it may come naturally. Some may need the security of a marriage 
relationship to achieve any degree of mental peace, others may not. 
 
Buddhist attitudes may be affected by the society in which Buddhism is being practised. For 
example, Buddhism in a secular western society may accept sex before marriage, and see it as 
a natural part of growing up for many people, but in another context it may be seen as 
harmful and wrong. Marriage has a different significance in different countries, so it may be a 
positive step, giving legal rights and protection to children, but there may be valid alternatives. 
It may be judged simply according to how harmful or positive it could be. 
 
Maximum Level 2 for answers that only explain the different views. 
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This response successfully responds to all aspects of the question. The student has clearly 
explained why there are differing ideas about celibacy and marriage. They have given 
detailed examples and developed the response with good breadth and depth of 
knowledge. The student explores differences between groups of Buddhists, the lay and 
monastic sangha, as well as different ways of following the example of the Buddha. These 
points are supported with Buddhist teachings and examples. This makes this a clear Level 
5, full mark response to the question.  
 
10 marks 
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Response B 

 
 

 

This is a Level 2 response 
 
This response gives some detail about marriage and celibacy, and the student implies that 
the lay and monastic sangha might be following different rules, but this is not explained or 
developed in enough detail to achieve Level 3. The knowledge shown is limited, with 
limited development of the points which have been made. For example, the point in the 
second paragraph about attachment causing Dukkha doesn’t explain why this might be 
the case. The points about same sex marriage and relationships are a valid response to 
the question, but they are not developed enough and lack detailed examples.  
 
3 marks 
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15 mark question (AO2) 
 

Question 2.2 
‘Gautama Buddha is very important as a role model for Buddhists.’  
 
Evaluate this claim. 

[15 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response. 
  
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study.  
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response.  
 
Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following 
specification content: The Buddha: the significance the life of Gautama Buddha for Theravada 
Buddhists with reference to his relevance as a role model and his authority as ‘the 
enlightened one’; the Mahayana view that the life and teaching of Gautama Buddha was 
‘skilful means’, with reference to the parable of the burning house in the Lotus Sutra.  
 
Answers may present, analyse and evaluate some of the following arguments:  
 
Theravada Buddhists believe Gautama Buddha was an ordinary man who showed, by 
example, the way to achieve enlightenment. He can therefore be a role model, and monks 
follow his example in leaving their families and renouncing possessions, and by adopting his 
meditation practices. However, lay Buddhists do not follow his example in this way, so it may 
be of less importance to them. Life has changed so much since Gautama's time that much of 
his example may be of limited relevance today, and provide little help for Buddhists facing 
modern dilemmas.  
 
The example of Gautama, which allows him to be used as a role model, appears in scripture 
such as the Pali Canon. Some see this as an accurate record of how he achieved 
enlightenment, and so an illustration of the path to be followed. However, the accuracy of the 
record is widely challenged because it was compiled from oral tradition long after his death, 
and scriptures vary greatly between different traditions. Also, Gautama is recorded as saying 
that each individual should find their own path, which suggests that a single example cannot 
apply to all.  
 
Theravada Buddhism regards Gautama as unique. He is the human Buddha who is to be 
followed, which makes his example very important. However, for Mahayana Buddhists he is 
only one example of Buddha-nature, an example suited to his time and place, and matched 
by many other examples of different ways in which the goal can be reached. This reduces his 
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importance as a role model. In some forms of Buddhism there is much more emphasis on 
sharing the merit of heavenly Bodhisattvas rather than on earning good karma for yourself by 
doing what Gautama did.  
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Student responses 
  
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response 
 
This is a well-developed response. The student has given a clear argument for and against 
the statement, with critical analysis and a line of argument running throughout their 
answer. The points are fully explained with good detail and development, and a wide 
range of appropriate and relevant evidence used in support.  
 
15 marks 
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Response B 
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This is a Level 3 response 
 
This is a clear Level 3 response: the student gives different opinions for and against the 
statement but with no critical analysis of these points; this means the response cannot 
move to Level 4. The answer is general with some relevant information but the points are 
not developed enough for the top of Level 3. 
 
 7 marks 
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25 mark question (AO1 and AO2) 
 

Question 5.1 
‘Bentham’s way of making moral decisions is compatible with Buddhist ethics.’  
 
Critically examine and evaluate this view with reference to the dialogue between Buddhism 
and ethical studies.  

[25 marks] 
 

Mark scheme  
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response for AO1 and page 4 for levels of 
response for AO2. 

 
Target: AO1.4: Knowledge and understanding of approaches to the study of religion and 
belief. (10 marks) 
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects and approaches to religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. (15 marks) 
 
Material related to AO1 and AO2 may be presented discretely or holistically within the answer. 
Markers must read the whole of the response before either mark is awarded. 
 
Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer 
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on 
its merits according to the generic levels of response. 
 

AO1 
  
Buddhism 
Buddhist ethics may be unpacked in terms of the five precepts and the six perfections, 
including reference to the principle of ahimsa and to intention. There may be reference to the 
importance of the consequences of the action, both for the individual carrying it out and more 
widely. 
 
Ethics 
Bentham's key ideas may be identified as: how consequences of pain or pleasure determine 
whether an action is right or wrong; the goal of the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number, the hedonic calculus and the equality of pleasures. Bentham's approach may be 
identified as act utilitarianism, meaning that each situation is judged on its own merits rather 
than any moral rules or laws applied. 
 
Maximum Level 3 for answers that do not include both Buddhism and Bentham's way of 
making moral decisions. 
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AO2  
There are likely to be many issues on which both Bentham and Buddhism would reach the 
same conclusions, because the pursuit of the greatest good/ happiness of the greatest 
number is consistent with the Buddhist emphasis on compassion. However, Bentham's 
system potentially justifies any action as long as it contributes to that goal while the precepts 
and perfections of Buddhism do appear to some to be rules which prohibit certain actions 
completely, regardless of their consequences. For example, ahimsa would seem to rule out 
causing pain to a minority even if it increased the pleasure of the majority.  
 
Bentham's goal of the greatest happiness for the greatest number would appear to be 
consistent with the Buddhist emphasis on ahimsa and the ending of Dukkha. However, for 
Bentham all pleasures are equal while for Buddhism true happiness is the end of all desires, 
not the fulfilling of them in this life, which appears to be Bentham's priority. The focus of 
Buddhism could be seen as the mental adjustment needed to cope with suffering rather than 
practical steps to end it.  
 
Both Bentham and Buddhism pay great attention to the consequences of actions, making 
experience the arbiter of whether the action is 'right' or 'wrong', and requiring those 
consequences to be considered before the action is carried out. However, for Buddhism the 
intention behind the action is important, while in Bentham's view it is not, since it has no 
effect on the outcome of the action.  
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Student responses 
 
Response A 
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This is a Level 5 response for both AO1 and AO2 
 
AO1: The student has excellent knowledge of both Bentham and Buddhism. All points are 
fully developed, and evidence is appropriately chosen and fully developed. The student 
has used examples from different groups of Buddhism and a selection of appropriate 
examples from the specification.  
 
AO2: There is a developed discussion of different points and critical analysis throughout, 
with a clear line of argument and evaluation.  
 
25 marks (AO1:10 marks and AO2: 15 marks) 
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Response B 
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This is a Level 3 response for both AO1 and AO2 
 
AO1: This is a general response for both Buddhism and Bentham. The student has made 
mostly accurate and relevant points, some of which have been developed with relevant 
examples. This means that this response was awarded the top of Level 3. The points are 
not consistently developed and there isn’t the breadth that is needed to move into Level 4.  
 
AO2: This response has points for and against and there is no critical analysis. This means 
that the response cannot move into Level 4 as it is a general response. There is some 
developed discussion and as such this response awarded the top of Level 3.  
 
 15 marks (AO1: 6 marks and AO2: 9 marks)  
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