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Answers and commentaries

This resource is to be used alongside the A-level Religious Studies Paper 2B Study of

Religion and Dialogues: Christianity June 2022 question paper.

10 mark question (AO1) mark scheme

Levels of response: 10 marks A-level - AO1

Level 5 | « Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully
9-10 developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant
evidence which may include textual/scriptural reference where appropriate.
e Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of
views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated.
e C(Clear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level4 | « Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate and mostly relevant with
7.8 good development in breadth and depth shown through good used of

relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where
appropriate.

e Where appropriate, alternative views and/or scholarly opinion are
explained.

e Mostly clear and coherent presentation of ideas with good use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 3 | ¢ Knowledge and critical understanding is generally accurate and relevant
5.6 with development in breadth and/or depth shown through some use of

evidence and/or examples which may include textual/scriptural references
where appropriate.

e Where appropriate, there is some familiarity with the diversity of views
and/or scholarly opinion.

e Some organisation of ideas and coherence with reasonable use of the
appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 2 | « Knowledge and critical understanding is limited, with limited development
3-4 in breadth and/or depth shown through limited use of evidence and/or
examples which may include textual/scriptural referenced where
appropriate.
e Where appropriate, limited reference may be made to alternative views
and/or scholarly opinion.
e Limited organisation of ideas and coherence and use of subject vocabulary.
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Level 1 e Knowledge and critical understanding is basic with little or no development.
12 There may be a basic awareness of alternative views and/or scholarly
opinion.
e Isolated elements of accurate and relevant information and basic use of
appropriate subject vocabulary.

0 e No accurate or relevant material to credit.

15 mark question (AO2) mark scheme

Levels of response: 15 marks A-level - AO2

Level 5 | « Averywell-focused response to the issue(s) raised.
13-15 e Perspective discussion of different views, including, where appropriate,
those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis.
e Thereis an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning.
e Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 4 e A well-focused response to the issues(s) raised.
10-12 o Different views are discussed, including, where appropriate, those of
scholars or schools of thought, with some critical analysis.
e Thereis an appropriate evaluation supported by the reasoning.
e Good use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 3 | ¢ A general response to the issue(s) raised.
7.9 e Different views are discusses, including, where appropriate, those of
scholars or schools of thought.
e An evaluation is made that is consistent with some of the reasoning.
e Reasonable use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.

Level 2 e Alimited response to the issue(s) raised.
4-6 e Presentation of a point of view relevant to the issue with some supporting
evidence and argument.
e Limited attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary.

Level 1 e Abasic response to the issue(s) raised.
1-3 e A point of view is stated, with some evidence or reason(s) in support.
e Some attempt at the appropriate use of subject vocabulary.

0 e No accurate or relevant material to credit.
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10 mark questions (AO1)

Question 02.1

Examine the significant ideas of Daphne Hampson and Rosemary Radford Ruether about the
patriarchal nature of Christianity.
[10 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response.

Target: AO1.1: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief including religious,
philosophical and ethical thought and teaching.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following
specification content: A comparison of the significant ideas of Daphne Hampson and
Rosemary Radford Ruether about the patriarchal nature of Christianity including Hampson's
view that Christianity is irredeemably sexist and Ruether’s ideas about the androgynous Christ
and her view that the female nature is more Christlike than the male.

Daphne Hampson

Hampson argues as a post-Christian theologian that Christianity is subject to patriarchal
imagery and attitudes from first century Palestine. It treats men as the norm and women as
secondary, and in this sense, Hampson describes Christianity as ‘fascist’. It is therefore so
sexist that it is unacceptable today, and people should seek to express God in other ways.

Hampson also argues that because Christians look to a patriarchal model for moral decision
making, taking instructions from a transcendent God rather than exercising moral choices
freely, Christianity is not moral. She believes that basing moral decisions on an impossible
one-off event that breaks the laws of nature, or on the teachings of a man who was
supposedly related to God differently from all other people, does not make sense.

Rosemary Radford Ruether

Ruether argues as a Roman Catholic feminist, liberation theologian that the message of
Christianity is one of liberation, where history, experience and hope all contribute to
understanding. She sees parallels between Jesus' teachings and liberation theology, and
believes that the Holy Spirit can lead people to an understanding of Jesus for the
contemporary world, so Christianity can become a religion of liberation from patriarchy.

Ruether sees Jesus as having many qualities which are traditionally considered female, for
example, he was a healer and showed love and care to the weak and outcasts, as well as the
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male qualities of authority and power. In this sense she sees him as a being who embodies all
aspects of human nature, an idea she describes as ‘androgynous Christology'.
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Student responses
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This is a Level 2 response

This response is limited. It shows very limited knowledge and understanding of the key
ideas from the Ruether-Hampson debate, and the content on Ruether’s views is

inaccurate. There is some limited development in discussion of Hampson's views. Although
there is some organisation of ideas, there is limited use of subject vocabulary.

4 marks
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This is a Level 5 response

This response shows accurate, relevant knowledge and understanding, and is sufficiently
developed, in the context of an exam, in both breadth and depth. The evidence used
includes references to the scholars’ own words and scripture, particularly in the section on
Hampson. It explains the opinion of two scholars clearly, as required by the question. The

ideas are presented clearly and coherently with good use of the subject vocabulary. Itis
not a perfect answer, being slightly weaker on Ruether than Hampson, but it is the best

that could reasonably be expected from an A Level student under exam conditions after
two years’ study.

10 marks
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Question 01.1
Examine why there are different Christian views about celibacy and marriage.
[10 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response.

Target: AO1.3: Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief including cause and
significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note: ‘celibacy and marriage’ may be treated as a single idea.

One reason for the difference depends on the fact that the Bible contains divergent teachings
which may guide views. The Old Testament teaches that marriage is good, and several New
Testament letters give positive teachings about marriage or treat the married state as normal,
but Paul is understood to say that celibacy is the preferred state and marriage is only for
those who cannot control themselves. Jesus is quoted as saying that there is no marriage in
heaven.

A second reason is that different churches have different teachings. Some churches, for
example, the Catholic Church, consider celibacy and marriage to be different holy states. The
celibate vocation of monks, nuns and priests is considered superior, but marriage between lay
people is a sacrament that is binding until death. Other churches see marriage as a desirable
social and legal arrangement which forms the basis for Christian families, and consider life-
long celibacy unnecessary.

A third reason depends on how far individual Christians follow traditional church teachings,
and how far they follow social norms in their own context. In general, all churches support
celibacy outside marriage, and marriage between a man and a woman as the context for sex.
However, many western Christians today diverge from tradition, and take a more liberal view
based on norms in society where sex before marriage and same sex marriage are acceptable,
and marriage is not considered necessary for bearing and raising children.

Maximum Level 2 for answers that only explain different views.
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This is a Level 3 response

The student has rightly focused on reasons for different views, so has avoided the cap at
Level 2. This is quite a general response. Knowledge and critical understanding is generally
accurate and relevant, but relies on superficial generalisations rather than specific
evidence in the form of examples and/or quotations to support and develop points made.

The nature of the question requires some familiarity with a diversity of views, and this is
evident in the response, but there is little explanation of these views. There is some
coherent organisation of ideas into paragraphs, and reasonable use of subject vocabulary,
but within each paragraph, clarity and coherence are less evident.

5 marks
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15 mark questions (AO2)

Question 01.2

‘Christians cannot justify the use of weapons of mass destruction.’

Evaluate this claim.
[15 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response.

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following
specification content: sanctity of life: the concept of sanctity of life; different views about its
application to issues concerning the use of weapons of mass destruction.

Answers may present, analyse and evaluate some of the following arguments:

Christians cannot support the use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) because, by
definition, they kill many people, which breaks the sixth commandment and seems to go
against the sanctity of life principle, that all life is intrinsically valuable and must be preserved.
However, other Christians argue that the exceptional use of a WMD which causes fewer
deaths than the alternative may be acceptable as the lesser of two evils, for example, the
Hiroshima bombing compared to war continuing indefinitely.

Christians cannot justify using WMD because they are called to be peacemakers. They are
taught to love their enemies and to turn the other cheek, and WMD are a feature of warfare
used to attack or retaliate on a massive scale. However, Just War Theory, as developed by
Augustine and then Aquinas, allows for Christians to engage in war under specific constraints,
and some might consider that even WMD could be considered proportional as required by
Just War Theory.

Christians cannot justify using WMD because they cause widespread suffering and death
among innocent civilians, and the results may damage the environment. Chemical, nuclear
and biological weapons do not discriminate between combatants and non-combatants, or
between civilian and military targets. However, others argue that in order to maintain peace
Christians need to be prepared to use all weapons available to them, including WMD, to
preserve their value as a deterrent.
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Student responses
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This is a Level 2 response

This is a limited response to the issue raised. It has very limited focus on the question, but
does present some relevant ideas with some supporting argument. The mention of Just
War Theory and Aristotle does not amount to a discussion of the views of ‘scholars or
schools of thought’ as required by Level 3. What argument there is does not discuss

different views, either of scholars or schools of thought. However, it is more than ‘a point
of view...with some evidence or reasons’ (Level 1). The first paragraph, which seems to be
intended as an initial evaluation, does not succeed. The final sentences of the second and
third paragraphs, although phrased as evaluations, are not consistent with the reasoning
before them (Level 3). There is some appropriate use of subject vocabulary.

5 marks
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This is a Level 5 response

This is a very well-focused response to the issue raised. There is a discussion of different
views which uses examples and refers to Fletcher and the teachings of Jesus as well as
more generally to schools of thought. There is clear critical analysis. Although this is not a
perfect essay, it shows sufficient understanding and argument to be considered

‘perceptive’ in the context of an exam answer. The response starts and ends with a
nuanced evaluation that is fully supported by the reasoning in between, and there is
precise and accurate use of subject vocabulary. This is as much as could be reasonably
expected from an A-level student under exam conditions after two years of study, and
therefore earned full marks.

15 marks
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Question 02.2

‘lesus is very important as a role model for Christians.’

Evaluate this claim.
[15 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 4 for levels of response.

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

Note that answers may, but need not, be limited to the consideration of the following
specification content, the authority of Jesus: different Christian understandings of Jesus'’
authority, including Jesus’ authority as God’s authority and Jesus’ authority as only human;
implications of these beliefs for Christian responses to Jesus’ teaching and his value as a role
model, with reference to his teaching on retaliation and love for enemies in the Sermon on
the Mount: Matthew 5:38-48.

Answers may present, analyse and evaluate some of the following arguments:

Many Christians believe Jesus is God incarnate, and therefore the ultimate role model, since,
as God on earth, Jesus exemplifies perfected human living. Humans emulate Jesus' words and
actions to become more God-like in the hope of attaining salvation. However, some Christians
might find that Jesus’ example of perfection makes him too different from fallible human
beings. This would make him less important as a role model for Christians.

For some Protestants who believe that everything necessary for salvation is contained in the
Bible, the words and actions of Jesus recorded in the gospels are part of God's direct teaching
to humankind, and he is therefore a very important role model. However, other Christians
argue that the gospels were written years after Jesus' lifetime by writers each with their own
specific agenda, and contain material inserted by the early church. This limits how far Jesus, as
portrayed in the gospels, can be seen as a role model.

Biblical literalists assume that Jesus is accurately portrayed in the Bible and therefore see him
as the most important role model for all aspects of human living today. They may make
everyday decisions based on the question ‘What would Jesus do? However, for other
Christians, Jesus' masculinity, and the fact that he was a man of his time, make him less
important as a role model for Christians today. Christians instead should follow the teachings
of the church and model their behaviour on the example of the saints.
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This is a Level 3 response

This is a general response to the issue. It explains two different views with some general
examples, but there is no consideration of detailed examples or specific schools of
thought to support the views presented. Argument for both viewpoints is clear but

superficial, and there is no critical analysis which is required for Level 4. There is a rather
general evaluation at the end, but it is consistent with some of the reasoning in the essay.
There is some reasonable use of subject vocabulary.

8 marks
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25 mark questions (AO1 and AO2)

Question 03.1

‘Philosophical arguments are irrelevant to Christian beliefs about life after death.’

Critically examine and evaluate this view with reference to the dialogue between Christianity
and philosophy.
[25 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response for AO1 and page 4 for levels of
response for AO2.

Target: AO1.4: Knowledge and understanding of approaches to the study of religion and
belief. (10 marks)

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects and approaches to religion and belief, including
their significance, influence and study. (15 marks)

Material related to AO1 and AO2 may be presented discretely or holistically within the answer.
Markers must read the whole of the response before either mark is awarded.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

AO1

Christianity

There are varying Christian beliefs about life after death including resurrection of the flesh
and spiritual resurrection. Some process thinking offers belief in objective immortality and
there are different interpretations of judgement, heaven and hell as physical, spiritual or
psychological realities.

Philosophy
There are different views about the nature of the soul and the body/soul relationship,
including Descartes' argument for the existence of the soul. The possibility of continuing

personal existence after death is broadly discussed.

Maximum Level 3 for answers that do not include both Christianity and philosophy.
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AO2

Philosophical arguments may be considered irrelevant if they fail to prove their case. For
example, the argument that there is no soul to be passed on after death, because nothing can
be detected using the five senses, fails if the soul is not regarded as something that can be
sensed in this way. However, there are philosophical arguments in favour of life after death,
or which at least show it to be a coherent possibility. There may be reference to Hick's idea of
eschatological verification and to his replica theory here. Religion may consider philosophy
relevant when it works in its favour.

Religious belief can be seen as a perspective, not itself based on evidence or reason, from
which all evidence is viewed and all experiences interpreted. This likens belief to a 'Blik'. If
belief is not based on reason it may be considered immune to rational argument. However,
not all believers accept this understanding of faith and regard their position as reasonable
and as supported by evidence. This means that philosophical challenges to the way the
evidence has been interpreted are entirely relevant.

Philosophical arguments may be considered irrelevant to religious beliefs if religious claims
are understood non-cognitively and/or as part of a religious language game in which those
within the game can converse between themselves but have no significance for those outside
the game. However, many see religion as making truth claims, such as 'there is a heavenly
realm’, which can be challenged by philosophy, and the analysis of religious language as non-
cognitive may be seen as a philosophical argument.

© 2024 AQA 24 0f 36



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES - 7062/2B - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

Student response

Response A

Chnsriouwns howe o W duwle  buig
N e Concipx '\"ha_i' Yore. & a
theck = o Yeormun,; WO~ & e
Ruggorn of God, oo ¥\ oued 00
Purgodeny. Nousr  Cordiihk  Op  Uoursedp
oxd VPWC Koy vrOm oeAsONS o
Ofter wou  cue- Trre. = o bw_c)'z-)‘.m
Hod ®Uou palelan UOUr ~X(ONOS.
QAU Y &k X0 Yeonen.

dome.  Crvisian®  wouwld oSk of  oiere
Hese wrivon vooius Aok e
Aoortrect AL s as \ife
S ok %gawchﬁm, mr&m 0
ol belfs. Woad % ko & N3
Owild  Opes do WM, for % woe  akoried
ok D ® 0 BN Or wowd ey Op
Wt A fouuly SO 2 This  islwe
hoids — BigufScont  weioyw wd%m
Chwiaiomns ownd Aaads  otkgls
WGe  ofter  clugstn.

Oegrs,

One.  prilosognicald itheo. — whnich
Ondaxionn's oeliefs  surrowcding
W ofvex Oeoth S At A AR
Hieraronwy  of  Sous, & pPropoed
oy Aderorie. Yl arosed Mok We,

© 2024 AQA 250f 36



A-LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES - 7062/2B - ANSWERS AND COMMENTARIES

08 NGNS, Gare  ox  ea  Yop  Of
the:  hieronchuy, Ard Ao s oo
Foxouopn oM cepecss  a@  foaanold gl
the  vesk O rokure, Wit Qrosa Peling
ot fhe BN m%km_&_ are
\ “oll ok ot S o
SONS, bur  wWhere  do  Yrese  TOUD
ONLa XA 2
They  caNnce 9o Fo e ouwn, -@b\r‘
e (= oy O DAl A4

o top o N Q0 = W‘d
s e NS, o8 Vuamaound. —“\x;cy:ﬂww
a raeork  ond  sgnpicant  dpdlenge o0

This is a Level 2 response for AO1 and a Level 2 response for AO2

The response demonstrates very limited knowledge and understanding of both aspects of
the question. There is a superficial outline of generic Christian beliefs about life after death
and a sketchy description of Aristotle’s concept of the hierarchy of souls. However, there is
limited development in depth, and none in breadth, of these two ideas. The mention of
Aristotle constitutes limited reference to scholarly opinion. Although it is reasonably
coherent, the ideas are not organised in a way that addresses the question, and there is
limited use of subject vocabulary.

AO1: 3 marks

The AO2 aspect of this response is also very limited. There is little focus on the issue
raised, the relevance of philosophical arguments to Christian beliefs about life after death.
The question about the fate of unborn babies in the second paragraph is not situated in
any philosophical framework. The third paragraph raises a potentially interesting
philosophical question with respect to the fate of non-human souls but does not address
Christian beliefs. The response as a whole only presents one point of view with respect to
the focus of the question, that the hierarchy of souls challenges Christian beliefs, so at
best this is ‘a point of view relevant to the issue with some supporting evidence and
argument'’.

AO2: 4 marks

Total 7 marks
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Question 04.1
‘The beliefs of all religions are equally valid.’

Critically examine and evaluate this view with reference to the dialogue between Christianity
and philosophy.
[25 marks]

Mark scheme
Please refer to mark scheme on page 3 for levels of response for AO1 and page 12 for levels
of response for AO2.

Target: AO1.4: Knowledge and understanding of approaches to the study of religion and
belief. (10 marks)

Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects and approaches to religion and belief, including
their significance, influence and study. (15 marks)

Material related to AO1 and AO2 may be presented discretely or holistically within the answer.
Markers must read the whole of the response before either mark is awarded.

Note: This content is indicative rather than prescriptive and students are not obliged to refer
to all the material contained in this mark scheme. Any legitimate answer will be assessed on
its merits according to the generic levels of response.

AO1

Christianity

There is a range of Christian attitudes to different faiths, including both pluralism and
exclusivism, which is often based on John 14:6. Diversity within Christianity is also viewed in
different ways. Some see common moral values, and any actions based on them, as more
important than the particular belief, or interpretation of a belief, that individuals might hold.
On topics such as creation and miracles some beliefs within Christianity are contradictory.

Philosophy

This can be approached in a variety of ways. For example, philosophy may challenge the
validity of all faiths. It may also point out that arguments used by one faith to support or
attack belief in miracles or religious experiences must be applied to the claims of all faiths in
relation to these topics. Mystical experiences may be seen as the common core of all faiths.
Similarly, arguments for God's existence relate to God in general, rather than God as
specifically understood by Christians, Muslims or Jews, or to Brahman or the Trikaya.

Maximum Level 3 for answers that do not include both Christianity and philosophy.
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AO2

All arguments from philosophy in favour of or against a religious belief are common to all
faiths where the belief is present, for example, beliefs about miracles, religious experiences
and life after death. An argument supporting the possibility of personal existence beyond
death, for example, supports all those religions that include that belief and arguments against
the existence of a metaphysical dimension to life challenge all faiths that believe that such a
dimension exists. This suggests that philosophy finds all faiths equally valid/invalid. However,
many of the beliefs are contradictory, which seems to show that they cannot all be valid, and
certainly some followers of individual religions claim that they alone know the truth.

The view may be supported by pluralists who see all religions/Christian denominations as
historically and culturally relative expressions of the same underlying awareness or path. The
individual faiths, on this view, are merely different ways of talking about ultimate reality which
enables individuals to deepen their understanding of it, but the one reality lies beyond these.
However, some Christians are exclusivists, often basing their view on John 14:6, and argue
that they alone have the true faith, and it is very difficult to see some other faiths as
expressions of the same underlying reality because of the great differences between them.

Tolerance of other faiths is a characteristic of much Christian teaching, and within a secular
context, freedom of religious expression is extended to all faiths. However, there are values
and practices in other faiths or denominations which some Christians find intolerable. These
vary, but may include for example, polygamy and animal sacrifice. Divisions on ethical issues
such as abortion are also evident. Beliefs that operate in the personal realm but are not
expressed in practices may be accepted as 'valid' while acting on them is not.
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This is a Level 5 response for AO1 and a Level 5 response for AO2

AO1: The AO1 aspect of this response shows accurate, relevant knowledge and
understanding that is developed as fully as can be expected within the time available
under exam conditions. Evidence and examples are used to good effect to add depth to
explanations, including textual and scriptural references. There is a good understanding of
diverse scholarly views. It is stronger on philosophical ideas within the dialogue than on
Christianity, but both elements are integral to the discussion, and there is no requirement
for a balance between the two as long as both are adequately addressed. The whole essay
is well organised, clear, coherent, and uses appropriate subject vocabulary with precision.

AO2: The AO2 aspect of this response is extremely well focused. In listing the parameters
by which validity is to be measured, the student sets a well organised agenda which
maintains the focus throughout. The discussion is perceptive and considers, in depth and
with clear understanding, a range of different scholarly views. Each segment of the
argument shows clear critical analysis and leads to an interim evaluation at the end of
every paragraph. As a result, the final evaluation is fully supported by the reasoning
through the essay.

25 marks (AO1: 10 marks and AO2: 15 marks)
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This is a Level 3 response for AO1 and a Level 3 response for AO2

AO1: The AO1 aspect of this essay is generally accurate and relevant, but is limited to the
ideas of Hick and Dawkins. Although there is some development in depth in the treatment
of these two scholars, the response lacks breadth. There is some use of evidence. The
essay shows only ‘'some familiarity’ with the views of two different scholars, but it does not
go into sufficient depth to ‘explain’ scholarly opinion, as required for Level 4. As a whole
the essay is generally organised and coherent and shows a reasonable use of subject
vocabulary.

AO2: This is a general, rather than a well-focused response. Different views are discussed,
primarily Hick and Dawkins, but there is no critical analysis, which is required for Level 4.
The student tries to demonstrate that the views of Hick and Dawkins represent different
ways of assessing the validity of religious belief, rather than a clear focus on whether or
not the beliefs of all religions are equally valid. As a result the direction of the argument is
unclear. There is a very brief evaluation at the start of the essay, and a conclusion which
appears to try and draw the reasoning together, but does not fully succeed.

Total: 13 marks (AO1: 5 marks and AO2: 8 marks)
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