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Realising potential

Teaching notes

Holidays: the imperfect tense

This set of worksheets is designed to revise the formation and use of the imperfect tense within the
context of the holiday topic. They could be used as a booklet for students to work through
independently or for homework.

Answers

Ex A
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El guia hablaba de nuestro programa.
Mi padre hacia un crucigrama.

Mi madre leia una revista.

Mi hermana dormia.

Mis hermanos jugaban a las cartas.
Mi prima mandaba mensajes.

Mi primo escuchaba mausica.

Mis tios charlaban.

Mis abuelos veian un DVD.

. Yo comia un bocadillo.

B

Yo tomaba el sol.

Mi padre bebia una cerveza.

Mi madre nadaba en la piscina.

Mis abuelos daban un paseo.

Mi primo jugaba al voleibol en la playa.
Mi prima hablaba con sus amigas.

Mi hermana descansaba en el jardin del hotel.

Mis tios compraban helados.
Mis hermanos visitaban el parque tematico.

. Mi amigo iba de excursion en barco.

C

Nuestro hotel era comodo.

Nosotros teniamos vistas al mar.
Hacia mal tiempo.

Habia neblina.

El cielo estaba despejado.

Llovia.

Nuestro guia era simpatico.

Los péjaros cantaban.

Las montafias se elevaban a lo lejos.
El rio serpenteaba por el valle.
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

Ex D

Durante las vacaciones, ibamos normalmente a visitar a nuestros abuelos. Vivian en el campo.
Habia mucho que hacer. Cuando mis padres hacian senderismo, mi madre dibujaba el paisaje.
Mi padre observaba la fauna con sus gemelos. Yo montaba en bicicleta o paseaba al perro. jAl
perro le encantaba perseguir conejos! Mi hermana preferia montar a caballo. A mi abuelo le
gustaba ir de pesca y a veces le acompafidbamos y merenddbamos junto al rio. Si hacia calor,

naddbamos en el rio. Mis abuelos tenian un jardin precioso y cuando estabamos alli

ayudabamos con la jardineria. Mi abuela cocinaba muy bien y siempre comiamos de maravilla.
No veiamos nunca la television pero no la echabamos de menos. Eramos muy felices en
aquella época. Y tu ¢qué hacias cuando eras joven? ¢Donde pasabas las vacaciones?

Ex E

My grandparents used to live in the country.
When my parents went rambling, my mother would draw the landscape.
My father would observe the wildlife.
| used to ride a bike and walk the dog.
The dog loved chasing rabbits.
My sister preferred to go horse-riding.
My grandfather enjoyed fishing.
Sometimes we went with him and had a picnic by the river.
If it was hot we would swim in the river.
. We used to help our grandparents with the gardening.
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11. My grandmother was good at cooking.
12. We never watched television but we didn’t miss it.
13. We were very happy.
Ex F
1. lwas playing tennis when | sprained my Jugaba al tenis cuando me torci el tobillo. | 1
ankle.
2. We used to go out in the evening. Saliamos por la tarde. 3
3. My mother was driving when we had a Mi madre conducia cuando tuvimos un 1
puncture. pinchazo.
4. lused to like ice creams. Me gustaban los helados.
5. There were lots of tourists. Habia muchos turistas.
6. |was eating seafood when | began to feel | Comia mariscos cuando empecé a
unwell. sentirme mal.
7. We used to stay on a campsite. Nos quedabamos en un camping.
8. Inthose days they spent their holidays on | En aquella época pasaban las vacaciones
the coast. en la costa.
9. Did you prefer going to the beach or to the | ¢Preferias ir a la playa o al campo?

country?

10. The weather was fine.

Hacia buen tiempo.
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

The imperfect tense

To form the imperfect tense, remove the —ar, —er or —ir from the infinitive and add the
following endings:

vigjar comer salir

(to travel) (to eat) (to leave)
I viajaba comia salia
You (singular) | viajabas comias salias
He/She/lt viajaba comia salia
We viajAbamos comiamos saliamos
You (plural) viajabais comiais saliais
They viajaban comian salian

The verb ver is slightly irregular in that the normal endings are added to ve—. Otherwise,
there are only two verbs which don’t follow the regular pattern:

ver ir ser

(to see) (to go) (to be)
I veia iba era
You (singular) | veias ibas eras
He/She /It veia iba era
We veiamos ibamos éramos
You (plural) veiais ibais erais
They veian iban eran

The imperfect of hay is habia (there was / there were / there used to be). This is formed
just as you would expect from the verb haber.

The imperfect is used in three main ways.

1) To say what was going on when something else happened (in the preterite):
Tomaba el sol en la playa cuando cogi una insolacion.
| was sunbathing on the beach when | got sunstroke.

2) To give background description or set the scene when talking about the past:
El paisaje era muy pintoresco.
The landscape was very picturesque.

El sol brillaba pero hacia fresquito.
The sun was shining but it was chilly.

3) To say what you used to do or how things used to be:
Cuando era joven, veraneaba en Swanage.
When | was young, | used to spend the summer in Swanage.

Mis abuelos no podian ir de vacaciones.
My grandparents couldn’t go on holiday.
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

To practise saying what was going on when something else happened, complete the
following holiday scenarios.

Ex A As you were returning from a day trip, your coach had a minor accident. What were
the different members of your family doing at the time? Put the verbs in brackets into the
correct form of the imperfect.

Cuando ocurri6 el accidente ...

1. El guia hablaba (hablar) de nuestro programa.

2. Mi padre (hacer) un crucigrama.
3. Mi madre (leer) una revista.

4. Mi hermana (dormir).

5. Mis hermanos (ugar) a las cartas.
6. Miprima (mandar) mensajes.

7. Mi primo (escuchar) musica.

8. Mis tios (charlar).

9. Mis abuelos (ver) un DVD.

10.Yo (comer) un bocadillo.

Ex B The next day your family were all enjoying themselves around the resort when there
was a sudden storm. What were they doing at the moment it broke?

Cuando estall6 la tormenta ...

1. Yo (tomar) el sol.

2. Mi padre (beber) una cerveza.

3. Mi madre (nadar) en la piscina.

4. Mis abuelos (dar) un paseo.

5. Mi primo (jugar) al voleibol en la playa.
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

6. Miprima (hablar) con sus amigas.

7. Mi hermana (descansar) en el jardin del hotel.
8. Mis tios (comprar) helados.

9. Mis hermanos (visitar) el parque tematico.
10.Mi amigo (ir) de excursion en barco.

Ex C To practise giving background description and setting the scene, put the verbs in
brackets into the correct form of the imperfect.

1. Nuestro hotel era (ser) cémodo.

2. Nosotros (tener) vistas al mar.

3. (hacer) mal tiempo.

4, (haber) neblina.

5. Elcielo (estar) despejado.

6. (llover).

7. Nuestro guia (ser) simpético.

8. Los pajaros (cantar).

9. Las montafas se (elevar) a lo lejos.
10.El rio (serpentear) por el valle.
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

Ex D Rafa is reminiscing about the family holidays he used to go on as a child.

To practise saying what you used to do or how things used to be, put the verbs in
brackets into the correct form of the imperfect. The number tells you which part of the verb
you will need:

1 =1, 2 =you (singular), 3 = he/shelit, 4 = we, 5 = you (plural), 6 = they.
Durante las vacaciones, ibamos (ir*) normalmente a visitar a nuestros abuelos.

(vivir®) en el campo. (haber® mucho que hacer.

Cuando mis padres (hacer®) senderismo, mi madre

(dibujar®) el paisaje. Mi padre

(observar?®) la fauna con sus gemelos.

Yo (montar?) en bicicleta o (pasear?) al

perro. jAl perro le (encantar®) perseguir conejos!

Mi hermana (preferir®) montar a caballo. A mi abuelo le
(gustar®) ir de pescay a veces le (acompafiar®)

y (merendar?) junto al rio. Si (hacer®) calor,

(nadar®) en el rio.

Mis abuelos (tener®) un jardin precioso y cuando

(estar?) alli (ayudar?) con la jardineria. Mi abuela

(cocinar® muy bien y siempre (comer?) de maravilla.

No (ver?) nunca la televisién pero no la (echar?) de
menos. (ser®) muy felices en aquella época.

Y th ¢qué (hacer?) cuando (ser?) joven? ¢D6nde

(pasar?) las vacaciones?
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Holidays: the imperfect tense

Ex E Complete this summary to check that you have understood the passage from
the previous exercise.

1. My grandparents used to live in

2. When my parents went rambling, my mother would

3. My father would observe

4. | usedto and

5. The dog loved chasing

6. My sister preferred to

7. My grandfather enjoyed

8. Sometimes we went with him and had a picnic by

9. Ifit was hot we would

10.We used to help our grandparents with

11.My grandmother was good at

12.We never but

13.We were very
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Holidays: the imperfect tense
Ex F Complete the following translations with a verb in the imperfect tense. If you need
help, choose from the verbs provided in the box below the sentences.

As you complete each gap, put numbers 1, 2 or 3 in the boxes on the right of each
sentence to indicate why the imperfect is needed, using the key below.

1 = What was going on when something else happened.
2 = Background description / setting the scene.
3 = What you used to do / how things used to be.

1. lwas playing tennis when |

sprained my ankle Jugaba al tenis cuando me torci el tobillo. 1
2. We used to go out in the

evening por la tarde.
3. My mother was driving when we  Mi madre cuando

had a puncture. tuvimos un pinchazo.

4. | used to like ice creams. Me los helados.

5. There were lots of tourists.

6. | was eating seafood when |
began to feel unwell.

7. We used to stay on a campsite.

8. In those days they used to
spend their holidays on the
coast.

muchos turistas.

mariscos cuando
empeceé a sentirme mal.

Nos en un camping.

En aquella época las
vacaciones en la costa.

9. Did you used to prefer going to é ir a la playa o al
the beach or to the country? campo?
10.The weather was fine. buen tiempo.
guedabamos habia saliamos comia gustaban
hacia preferias visitabamos conducia pasaban
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