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Youth Unemployment

The House of Commons Library provides impartial information and research services for Members of
Parliament and their staff in support of their parliamentary duties.

One of the main products of the Library is the research briefings which are published on the
parliamentary website.

In January 2016, a briefing paper about youth unemployment was published on the House of
Commons Library’s website. Part of the briefing paper is shown below.

Youth unemployment statistics

628 000 young people aged 16—24 were unemployed in September—November 2015, down 56 000
from the previous quarter and down 136 000 from the previous year.

The unemployment rate (the proportion of the economically active population who are unemployed)
for 16—24 year olds was 13.7% , down from 16.9% a year ago.

Excluding young people in full-time education, 415 000 people aged 16—24 were unemployed in
September—November 2015, a decrease of 37 000 from the previous quarter and 105 000 from the
same period last year.

The unemployment rate for 16—24 year olds not in full-time education was 12.2% , compared to
15.1% a year ago.

Annual change in economic activity to September—November 2015
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Unemployment by age

The unemployment rate for people aged 18—24 was 12.3% in September—November 2015, down
from 15.1% the year before.

502 000 18—24 year olds were unemployed, while 1.66 million were economically inactive (not in
work and not looking or available for work).
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126 000 16-17 year olds were unemployed, compared to 973 000 who were economically inactive
(up 5000 compared to the previous quarter). The unemployment rate for 16—17 year olds was
estimated at 25.7% , down 6.4% points on the previous year.

Long term youth unemployment

126 000 people aged 16-24 had been unemployed for over 12 months at August—October 2015,
down 23 000 on the previous quarter and down 93 000 on the previous year.

20% of unemployed 16—24 year olds had been unemployed for over 12 months.
Men and women

362 000 men aged 16—24 were unemployed in September—November 2015, down 67 000 compared
to a year earlier. The unemployment rate for men in this age group was 15.2%

265 000 women aged 16—24 were unemployed, down 69 000 compared to a year earlier. The
unemployment rate for women aged 16-24 was 12.1%
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