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Part 1 — General marking guidance for MFL Writing Tests

Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within
the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be
placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be an
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. This
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’'s answer
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You can then
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner's mark on the example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks.
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Marks will be allocated in the following way at Higher Tier:

Content | Quality of | Range of | Accuracy | Conveying | Application of | Total
Language | language key grammatical
messages | knowledge of
language and

structures
Question 1 10 6 16
Question 2 15 12 5 32
Question 3 6 6 12
Total 25 6 12 5 6 6 60

Higher Question 1/Foundation Question 4
10 marks for Content + 6 marks for Quality of Language (16 marks in total).

Candidates write approximately 90 words in total about four different bullet points. All bullet points must
be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullets.

When deciding a particular mark, it is advisable to identify the band of marks first, and then decide
whether you are tempted by the band above or the band below. This will enable you to award an
appropriate mark within a mark range.

The question is marked for Content and for Quality of language, according to the following criteria:

(NOTE THAT THESE CRITERIA ARE DIFFERENT FROM FOUNDATION QUESTION 2):

Content

Marks | Response

A very good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is clear and a lot
of information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is mostly clear but
7-8 perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of information is conveyed. Opinions are
expressed.

A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task. Communication is

5-6 generally clear but there are likely to be lapses. Some information is conveyed. An
opinion is expressed.

A basic response covering some aspects of the task. Communication is sometimes clear
3-4 but there are instances where messages break down. Little information is conveyed. An
opinion is expressed.

A limited response covering some aspects of the task. Communication is often not clear
1-2 and there may be frequent instances where messages break down. Very little
information is conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

9-10

0 The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.

The candidate’s response must be relevant to the bullet points. Any information which cannot be
deemed relevant in the broadest sense must be ignored when awarding the mark for Content.
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A minimum number of bullet points must be covered for the award of marks for Content, as follows:

7-10 marks: 4 bullet points
5—6 marks: 3 bullet points
3—4 marks: 2 bullet points
1-2 marks: 1 bullet point

The information that the candidate gives must be clear. If what is written is unclear, this will have a
bearing on the mark for Content. For example, the candidate may convey information in relation to all
four bullet points, but lapses in clarity may mean that a mark lower than the 9 or 10 band is more
appropriate. The more lapses in clarity that there are, the lower the mark is likely to be. All of the
information that a candidate attempts to give in relation to a particular bullet point may be unintelligible,
in which case that bullet point will not have been covered, meaning that the maximum mark will be 6.

You must accept any information which is a plausible response to the bullet point, even if it does not
explicitly mention, for instance, a time or place. For example, if the bullet asks what the candidate did
last weekend, and he/she writes ‘I went to see my grandparents and then went to a theme park’, this can
feasibly be an account of what happened last weekend, even though ‘last weekend’ is not mentioned.
Equally, if the student is asked to say what he/she does on a typical visit to a shopping centre and they
write ‘I bought some clothes and went to see a film’, this is also an acceptable fulfiiment of the task, even
though ‘shopping centre’ is not mentioned.

The bands refer to the amount of information that is conveyed, as follows:

9-10: a lot
7-8 quite a lot
5-6: some
3-4 little
1-2 very little

All of these have to be considered with reference to the suggested number of words, which is
approximately 90. In other words, a candidate who writes approximately 90 words, clearly
understandable and relevant to all four bullet points, will be able to achieve 10 marks, provided the other
criteria are met. Conversely, a candidate may write much more than 90 words, but the language is so
inaccurate that little or very little information is conveyed successfully and the mark will be much lower.
If a candidate writes considerably fewer than 90 words, ‘a lot of information’ will not be conveyed.

The candidate must give opinions in order to have access to certain marks, as follows:

7-10: two opinions

3-6: one opinion

This is not an automatic mark and the other criteria within a particular band must be met. If there is no
opinion, the maximum mark is 2. An opinion may be expressed simply, for example: ‘I like going
shopping’. Any positive or negative adjective (‘interesting’; ‘boring’, etc) is classed as an opinion. A
neutral or descriptive adjective is only classed as an opinion if it is preceded by something like ‘I think
that’. For example: ‘| think that my town is big’.
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Quality of language

Marks | Response

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and sentences are
attempted. There are references to three time frames, which are largely successful.
5-6 Errors are mainly minor. Some more serious errors may occur, particularly in complex
structures and sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The style
and register are appropriate.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some attempt at
complex structures and sentences. There are references to at least two different time
frames, although these may not always be successful. There may be some major
errors, and more frequent minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and register may not
always be appropriate.

The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or inappropriate to the needs of
the task. Sentences are mainly short and simple or may not be properly constructed.
There may be frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.

The whole of the response must be assessed when awarding the mark for Quality of Language, even if
some of it is irrelevant to the bullet points.

Once you have decided on the mark for Content, you should read through the response once more and
decide on the mark for Quality of language. A mark of 0 for Content automatically results in a mark of 0
for Quality of Language but, apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of
language. However, a short piece is unlikely to demonstrate sufficient variety for a high mark for Quality
of language.

e Each band has five strands: variety of vocabulary; complexity of structures and sentences; reference
to time frames; accuracy of the language; style and register. Sometimes it will be necessary to adopt
a ‘best fit’ approach, because the five strands will not be consistently demonstrated. Whether it is the
top or bottom mark in the band will depend on whether the criteria are nearer to those of the band
above or below.

¢ In order to score in the 5—6 band there must be reference to all three time frames (past, present and
future). For the 3—4 band, there must be reference to at least two time frames. Reference to a
particular time frame may be demonstrated with one example. The verb used to refer to a particular
time frame need not be totally correct, provided the message is clear. These marks are not awarded
automatically and the other criteria in the band are equally important. Notice that references are to
time frames, not tenses. So, for example, the present tense usage in the following sentence is a
reference to a future time frame: ‘I'm going to the concert next week’.

e When considering the complexity of the language, you should bear in mind that a) this is the overlap
question and is attempted by both Foundation and Higher candidates; b) that the criteria for Quality of
language in this question are not as demanding as the language criteria for Higher Question 2.
However, for a mark of 5 or 6, complex structures and sentences are attempted. They may not
always be successful and this may lead to serious errors because of the complexity of the structure or
sentence which the candidate attempts. Complexity may be shown in some of the following ways:
different tenses; intensifiers; time markers; connectives; subordinate clauses; infinitive constructions.
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This should not be seen as a ‘tick list’, but rather as an indication of the definition of complexity at
GCSE level.

¢ The setting and bullet points are likely to mean that the style and register of the writing will be
appropriate. If informal address is used when the task is in a formal setting, or vice versa, there is no
need to penalise the candidate merely for that. It may, however, be a contributory factor in the award
of the overall mark if there are other weaknesses.

¢ There is no requirement for candidates to present their piece of writing in a particular way because of

the context, eg a blog or email does not need to look like a blog or email. It is the content which is to
be marked.

Higher Question 2
15 marks for Content + 12 marks for Range of Language + 5 marks for Accuracy (32 marks in total).

Candidates write approximately 150 words in total about two different bullet points. Both bullet points
must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullets.

When deciding a particular mark, it is advisable to identify the band of marks first, and then decide
whether you are tempted by the band above or the band below. This will enable you to award an
appropriate mark within a mark range.

The question is marked for Content, for Range of Language and for Accuracy, according to the following
criteria:

Content

Marks | Response

An excellent response which is fully relevant and detailed, conveying a lot of

13-15 | information. Communication is clear with little or no ambiguity. Opinions are
expressed and justified.

A very good response which is almost always relevant and which conveys a lot of
10-12 | information. Communication is mostly clear but there are a few ambiguities. Opinions
are expressed and justified.

A good response which is generally relevant with quite a lot of information conveyed.
7-9 Communication is usually clear but thereare some ambiguities. Opinions are
expressed and may be justified.

A reasonable response with some relevant information conveyed. Communication is
4-6 sometimes clear but there may be instances where messages break down. An
opinion is expressed.

A basic response which conveys a limited amount of relevant information.
1-3 Communication may not be clear and there are instances where messages break
down. An opinion may be expressed.

0 The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.

The candidate’s response must be relevant to the bullet points. Any information which cannot be
deemed relevant must be ignored when awarding the mark for Content. However, as the bullet points
are much more open-ended, there is scope for candidates to include information which is still relevant
but not in direct response to a bullet point. For example, when addressing a bullet point requiring a
response about a memorable holiday, candidates may refer to where they might go on a future holiday.
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Any information which cannot be deemed at all relevant must be ignored when awarding the mark for
Content.

As with the overlap question, you must accept, as an accomplishment of the task, any plausible
response to a bullet point, even if an element such as time or place are missing.

¢ In order to score a mark of 13 or more for Content, both bullet points must be covered. However,
there is no requirement for an equal coverage of both bullet points.

¢ A candidate who conveys information in relation to one bullet point only can score a maximum of 12
marks for Content.

¢ Provided at least some coverage of both bullet points is evident, candidates will have access to full
marks where the other criteria are met.

e The bands refer to the amount of information that is conveyed, as follows:

13-15: a lot
10-12: a lot

7-9: quite a lot
4-6: some
1-3: a limited amount

All of these have to be considered with reference to the recommended number of words, which is
approximately 150. In other words, a candidate who writes approximately 150 words, clearly
understandable and relevant to both bullet points, will be able to achieve 15 marks provided the other
criteria are met. Conversely, a candidate may write much more than 150 words, but the language is so
inaccurate that only a limited amount of information is conveyed successfully. If a candidate writes
considerably fewer than 150 words, ‘a lot of information’ will not be conveyed.

¢ The candidate must give and justify opinions in order to have access to certain marks, as follows:

10-15: at least two opinions are expressed and justified
7-9: at least two opinions are expressed
4-6: at least one opinion is expressed

This is not an automatic mark and the other criteria within a particular band must be met. If there is no
opinion, the maximum mark is 3. An opinion may be expressed simply, for example: ‘I like going
shopping’. Any positive or negative adjective (‘interesting’; ‘boring’, etc) is classed as an opinion or a
justification of an opinion. A neutral or descriptive adjective is only classed as an opinion or a
justification if it is preceded by something like ‘I think that’. For example: ‘| think that my town is big’
(opinion); or a neutral adjective can be given as a justification of an opinion: ‘I like my town because it is
big’ (opinion + justification).

¢ Once the correct band has been decided upon, the middle mark in the band will be given to a
candidate whose writing fits the band well. If the band above was a consideration, then award the
higher of the three marks; if the band below was a consideration, then award the lower of the three
marks.
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Range of language

Marks | Responses

Very good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences
10-12 | are handled with confidence, producing a fluent piece of coherent writing. The style and
register are appropriate.

Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences are
7-9 regularly attempted and are mostly successful, producing a mainly fluent piece of
coherent writing with occasional lapses. The style and register are appropriate.

Some variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Longer sentences are
4-6 attempted, using appropriate linking words, often successfully. The style and register
may not always be appropriate.

Little variety of appropriate vocabulary. Structures are likely to be short and simple.
Little or no awareness of style and register.

The range of language produced does not meet the standard required for a mark at this
tier.

The whole of the response must be assessed when awarding the mark for Range of language, even if
some of it is irrelevant to the bullet points.

Once you have decided on the mark for Content, you should read through the response once more and
decide on the mark for Range of language and for Accuracy. A mark of 0 for Content automatically
results in a mark of O for Range of language but, apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the
Range of language mark. However, a short piece is unlikely to show sufficient variety for a high mark for
Range of language.

e Each band has five strands: variety of vocabulary; variety of structures; complexity of sentences;
fluency of the writing; style and register. For a mark of 12, there will be good evidence that the criteria
for all five strands have been met comfortably. Sometimes it will be necessary to adopt a ‘best fit’
approach, because the five strands will not be consistently demonstrated. Once the correct band has
been decided upon, the middle mark in the band will be given to a candidate whose writing fits the
band well. If the band above was a consideration, then award the higher of the three marks; if the
band below was a consideration, then award the lower of the three marks.

e There must be more complex sentences for the candidate to score 7 marks or more. For a mark in
the 10-12 band, the complex sentences are produced confidently, with few errors in structure; for a
mark in the 7-9 band, the attempts at complex sentences are mostly successful. Complex sentences
may be formed in some of the following ways across the languages: use of subordinate clauses; use
of relative clauses; use of infinitive constructions; the use of object pronouns within a sentence to lend
greater fluency. This should not be seen as a ‘tick list’, but rather as an indication of the definition of
complexity at GCSE level.

¢ The setting and bullet points are likely to mean that the style and register of the writing will be
appropriate. If informal address is used when the task is in a formal setting, or vice versa, there is no
need to penalise the candidate merely for that. It may, however, be a contributory factor in the award
of the overall mark if there are other weaknesses.

e There is no requirement for candidates to present their piece of writing in a particular way because of
the context, eg a blog or email does not need to look like a blog or email. It is the content which is to
be marked.
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Accuracy
Marks | Response

5 Accurate, although there may be a few errors especially in attempts at more complex
structures. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4 Generally accurate. Some minor errors. Occasional major errors, usually in attempts at
more complex structures. Verbs and tense formations are nearly always correct.

3 Reasonably accurate. There are likely to be minor errors and there may be some major
errors, not only in complex structures. Verb and tense formations are usually correct.

5 More accurate than inaccurate. The intended meaning is generally clear. Verb and
tense formations are sometimes correct.

1 There may be major errors and frequent minor ones, and the intended meaning is not
always clear. There is only limited success with verb and tense formations.

0 The accuracy does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.

The whole of the response must be assessed when awarding the mark for Accuracy, even if some of it is
irrelevant to the bullet points.

A mark of 0 for Content automatically results in a mark of 0 for Accuracy but, apart from that, the Content
mark does not limit the Accuracy mark. However, a short piece is unlikely to show sufficient evidence for
a very high mark for Accuracy.

e For the award of 5 marks, the writing need not be perfectly accurate. There may be errors in attempts
at more complex language and the occasional minor error, but these will be infrequent. A minor error
is one which has no bearing on communication (for example, incorrect gender), whereas a major error
is one where communication is affected.

e For a piece of writing that contains a good number of errors, a useful starting point will be to decide
whether overall it is more accurate than inaccurate. If it is, then the minimum mark will be 2.

e A major consideration in awarding marks for accuracy is correctly formed verbs and tense formations.
All verbs and tense formations should be considered here but as there are only two bullet points in this
question, only two time frames will be elicited. While some candidates will develop their ideas and, in
so doing, use a third time frame and different tenses, there is not the same requirement as there is in
Foundation Question 4/Higher Question 1 to refer to all three time frames.

Higher Question 3

6 marks for Conveying key messages + 6 marks for Application of grammatical knowledge of language
and structures (12 marks in total).

Candidates translate into the target language a passage in English, totalling at least 50 words. The
translation is marked for Conveying key messages and for Application of grammatical knowledge of
language and structures, according to the following criteria:

10
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Conveying key messages

Marks | Response
6 All key messages are conveyed.
5 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.
4 Most key messages are conveyed.
3 Some key messages are conveyed.
2 Few key messages are conveyed.
1 Very few key messages are conveyed.
0 The content does not meet the standard

required for level 1 at this tier.

The translation is divided into 13 key messages. A tick will be awarded for each key message that is
communicated, despite any minor inaccuracies. The total number of ticks awarded equates to a mark

according to this table:

Total ticks Mark

13

6

11/12

8/9/10

5/6/7

3/4

1/2

RINW|~|OT

When deciding on whether a key message is conveyed, you should ask yourself the question: ‘Would a
native speaker understand the target language version without reference to the original English?’ If the

answer is ‘yes’, award a tick.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Marks | Response
6 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and structures; virtually faultless.
5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.
4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.
3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate than inaccurate.
2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally inaccurate.
1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly inaccurate.
0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

11
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Once you have decided on the mark for Conveying key messages, you should read through the
translation once more and decide on the mark for Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.

This mark is not limited by the Conveying key messages mark, unless the mark for Conveying key
messages is 0, in which case the mark for Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures must also be O.

There is no direct correlation between the two marks, but your first thought should be to see if the
same mark is appropriate. For example, a candidate may have been given 7 ticks and you have
awarded a mark of 4 for Conveying key messages. You may have had to hesitate when deciding on
one of the ticks but just decided against it. This may then encourage you to give a mark of 5, rather
than 4, for Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures.

If a candidate leaves gaps, you must assume that any attempt would have been highly inaccurate and
award a mark accordingly. Not to do so will penalise unfairly those candidates who make an attempt
but commit serious errors in so doing.

Perfection is not required for full marks. For example, occasional missing accents and minor spelling
errors do not preclude a top band mark. However, if there are numerous minor errors and incorrect
use of accents which change the meaning of a word, this is likely to have an impact on the mark for
Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures.

12
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Appendix 1
Notes on the use of language

The following notes are a guide to the kind of language that may help to fulfil the criteria for higher bands
of marks in the Quality of Language and Range of Language categories. They should not be seen as a
checklist.

Variety of vocabulary
Consider particularly:

¢ use of synonyms, eg preferisco, amo and mi piace molto rather than just mi piace. Si puod
trovare/vedere/visitare rather than just c’é, ¢i sono. Fantastico, emozionante, stupendo, meraviglioso,
rather than just buono, bene etc

¢ the appropriate endings of conjugated verbs and accurate auxiliary verbs which used incorrectly may
change the meaning of the sentence is eg mia madre ho mangiato...

e the correct use of e and e

¢ use of more sophisticated vocabulary — though the emphasis is on avoiding a lot of conspicuous
repetition.

Variety of structures
Consider, for example:

¢ use of infinitive constructions introduced by prepositions (prima di, per, di, senza, dopo aver),
adjectives (& facile/é necessario), nouns (ho intenzione di) and after verbs (preferisco andare, mi
piace studiare and the modal verbs dovere, potere, volere)

use of object pronouns lo faccio, la vedo

use of disjunctive pronouns (con lui/lei, per me, etc)

use of indefinite pronouns/adjectives such as qualcosa, qualcuno, tutti(e), etc

use of connectives such as non soltanto ... ma anche ..., da una parte ... dall’altra..., oltre a, quindi....
use of adverbs and adverbial phrases such as comunque, a causa di, anche, per esempio, invece,
fortunatamente, sfortunatamente

use of negatives (non...nessuno/mai/piu, non..né..né, etc)

use of da constructions and constructions such as sono 5 anni che studio I'italiano

use of comparative expressions (cosi...come, tanto...quanto, piu...di/che, meno..di/che...)

use of demonstrative adjectives and pronouns (questo, questa, questi, queste, quello, quella, quegli,
quelle etc)

use of possessive pronouns ((il) mio, (la) mia etc)

¢ use of il/la + superlative adjective (il piu.. /la piu.. /il meno../la meno../il peggiore/ la migliore etc)

e use of complex sentences and a range of tenses.

Use of complex/longer sentences
Consider:

¢ use of subordinate clauses introduced by se, quando, dove, perché, come, mentre, visto che, che, con
cui, quello che etc

¢ use of relative clauses introduced by che, con cui, quello che etc

¢ use of the present subjunctive after verbs of wishing, command, request, emotion and after penso che,
credo che

13
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and, when considering use of longer sentences:
¢ use of co-ordinating conjunctions: e, pero, ma, perché.
Use of time frames/tenses

e The criteria for Quality of Language in Foundation Question 4/Higher Question 1 include ‘references to
two/three time frames’. If a candidate refers to three time frames, it may well be through different
tenses, but equally it could be through the present tense: Vado spesso al cinema, almeno una volta al
mese (present); Sabato, vado in piscina (future); Fra due anni spero di andare all’universita (future);
suono la chitarra da tre anni (past).

e The criteria for Accuracy in Higher Question 2 refer to ‘tense formations’. In this question, a candidate
can impress by showing that he/she can use a good range of tenses, thereby adding to the range and
complexity of language.

14
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Appendix 2

A glossary of terms used in the Writing assessment criteria

NB This alphabetical list corresponds to all questions on both Foundation and Higher papers.

A problem with immediate communication caused by grammatical

ambiguity inaccuracy or a contradiction (eg, ‘I love it because it's boring’).
appropriate Language which is suitable for the requirements of the task.
coherent Language which is easy to follow with a logical sequencing of ideas.

See ‘fluent’.

complex sentences

Sentences which contain a subordinate clause or clauses.
See Appendix 1 for examples.

complex structures

See Appendix 1 for examples.

confidence

Accurate use of language.

delay in communication

A problem with immediate communication caused by grammatical or
lexical inaccuracy.

fluent

Language which is easy to follow with a logical sequencing of ideas.
See ‘coherent’.

grammatical structures

Structures which are listed in the specification.

justified

The reason for holding a stated opinion.

key messages

With reference to the translation questions on both papers, these are
the key messages as identified in the mark scheme.

lapses

A problem with communication caused by grammatical inaccuracy.

linking words

Words such as perché, e, pero, purtroppo used to create longer
sentences.

longer sentences

These may be complex, with more difficult subordinations, or more
simple through the use of linking words such as ma, perché.

major errors

Errors which impair communication eg e and e.

minor errors

Errors which do not have a bearing on communication.

A positive/negative verb or adjective used to give an opinion; or a

opinions neutral adjective, such as ‘big’, preceded by something like ‘I think
that’. For example ‘I think that my bedroom is very small’.

secure Accurate.

structures See ‘grammatical structures’.

style and register

The style of writing. Usually this will be determined by the nature of
the task, requiring informal or formal register.

The use of tenses, with or without time markers, which refer to past,
present or future events. A present tense may be a future or past time

time frames . : . . .
frame, eg Il finesettimana prossimo vado al cinema (future time
frame); studio l'italiano da cinque anni (past time frame).

, Use of different verbs’ nouns and adjectives which avoid a lot of
variety

conspicuous repetition.
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Part 2 — Marking guidance for June 2021 series

Question 01

For this question, there are four compulsory bullet points which are assessed for Content (10 marks)
and Quality of language (6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The maximum mark is 16. The
student is expected to produce approximately 90 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and you must mark all work produced by the student.

[16 marks]
Content
Level | Marks | Response

5 9-10 | A very good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is clear
and a lot of information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

4 7-8 | A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is mostly
clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of information is
conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

3 5-6 | A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task.

Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses. Some
information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.

2 3—-4 | A basic response covering some aspects of the task. Communication is
sometimes clear but there are instances where messages break down. Little
information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.

1 1-2 | Alimited response covering some aspects of the task. Communication is often
not clear and there may be frequent instances where messages break down.
Very little information is conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the four compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where the
other criteria are met.
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Quality of language

Level | Marks | Response

3 5-6 | A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and sentences
are attempted. There are references to three time frames, which are largely
successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more serious errors may occur,
particularly in complex structures and sentences, but the intended meaning is
nearly always clear. The style and register are appropriate.

2 3-4 | Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some attempt
at complex structures and sentences. There are references to at least two
different time frames, although these may not always be successful. There
may be some major errors, and more frequent minor errors, but overall the
response is more accurate than inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually
clear. The style and register may not always be appropriate.

1 1-2 | The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or inappropriate to the
needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short and simple or may not be
properly constructed. There may be frequent major and minor errors. Little or
no awareness of style and register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

@) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Quality of language.
Apart from that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Quality of language.

General rule for this question:
¢ the use of an infinitive in place of a finite verb is acceptable for conveying a message. It would not,

however, count as a reference to a present/past/future event (ie no annotation of Pr/P/F).

Question 01.1 Content

Bullet Comments

¢ la tua famiglia Accept one statement referring to a description of any
type of family set up.

¢ la tua opinione su un membro della famiglia | Accept one opinion about any family member,
step/half/adopted/fostered siblings/step-parents/carers
or extended family. An opinion must be expressed for
the bullet point to be covered.

e com’eri fisicamente da piccolo/a Accept one statement about physical description.
Reference to the past is needed for the bullet point to
be fulfilled.

e i tuoi progetti futuri di matrimonio Accept one statement referring to the student’s own

future family prospects. Reference to the
future/conditional is needed for the bullet point to be
fulfilled.
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Question 01.2 Content

Bullet

Comments

e |latua casa

Accept one statement referring to any realistic
description of a student’s dwelling.

e cosa pensi della tua camera da letto

Accept one opinion about the student’s bedroom. An
opinion must be expressed for the bullet point to be
covered.

¢ che cosa hai fatto per aiutare in casa
recentemente

Accept one activity. Reference to the past is needed
for the bullet point to be fulfilled.

Must refer to a chore that can be carried out in the
household.

¢ |atua casa ideale

Accept one statement. Must include a description of a
dwelling, not just the town/city/country where the
house would be. Reference to the future/conditional
is needed for the bullet point to be fulfilled.

Question 01.3 Content

Bullet

Comments

e un lavoretto che fai

Accept one statement referring to any realistic
description of a part-time/weekend/evening
job/chore(s) at home.

e cosa hai fatto con i soldi

Accept one activity. Reference to the past is needed
for the bullet point to be fulfilled.

Must refer to anything which requires payment to carry
out the activity which can be subtly implied.

¢ la tua opinione di lavorare il weekend

Accept one opinion about working during the
weekend. An opinion must be expressed for the bullet
point to be covered.

e il lavoro che farai in futuro

Accept one statement. Can include reference to
voluntary/non-paid jobs. Reference to the
future/conditional is needed for the bullet point to be
fulfilled.
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The following indicative content is an example of the response that students may give to this question.
It demonstrates a balanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points.

Either | Question | This is a possible response (indicative content):
01.1
La mia famiglia € composta da quattro persone, mia madre, mio padre, mia
sorella gemella e io. Mia madre & molto simpatica.
Vado molto d’accordo con mia sorella perché abbiamo tante cose in comune,
per esempio ci piace lo stesso attore e gli stessi film.
Da piccola avevo i capelli biondi, lisci e corti, ora sono lunghi e castani. Ero
bassa e abbastanza magra. Non portavo gli occhiali pero’ mi servono adesso.
In futuro, mi piacerebbe sposarmi perché vorrei avere tre figli. Mi piacciono
molto i bambini perché sono divertenti. (90 words)
[16 marks]
or Question | This is a possible response (indicative content):
01.2
Vivo in un appartamento in citta con mia madre. E molto piccolo e ci sono solo
due camere da letto e un bagno.
Mi piace la mia camera da letto perché é carina e c’é un televisore, un armadio
a destra della porta e un letto molto comodo.
leri ho pulito la cucina perché era sporca. Inoltre, ho lavato i piatti perché la
lavastoviglie non funzionava. Odio fare questo perché & noioso.
Quando saro piu grande, mi piacerebbe avere una casa grande con piscina e
tre camere da letto. (90 words)
[16 marks]
or Question | This is a possible response (indicative content):
01.3
Ogni sabato lavoro per sette ore in un supermercato per guadagnare un po’ di
soldi. Inoltre, aiuto i miei genitori che mi pagano per fare varie pulizie in casa.
Con i soldi, sono andato al cinema domenica sera con i miei amici e abbiamo
visto un film storico. La storia era stupenda.
Non mi piace tanto lavorare il fine settimana perché non ho molto tempo per
fare i compiti o uscire.
Comunque spero di poter superare gli esami in estate, cosi posso diventare un
pilota perché mi piacciono gli aerei. (90 words)
[16 marks]

However, there may be some imbalance in the coverage of the compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will still have access to full marks where the
other criteria are met.
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Question 02
For this question there are two compulsory bullet points, which are assessed for Content (15 marks),
Range of language (12 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The
maximum mark is 32. The student is expected to produce approximately 150 words over the whole
guestion. The number of words is approximate, and you must mark all work produced by the student.
[32 marks]

Content

Level | Marks | Response

5 13-15 | An excellent response which is fully relevant and detailed, conveying a lot of
information. Communication is clear with little or no ambiguity. Opinions are
expressed and justified.

4 10-12 | A very good response which is almost always relevant and which conveys a lot
of information. Communication is mostly clear but there are a few ambiguities.
Opinions are expressed and justified.

3 7-9 | A good response which is generally relevant with quite a lot of information
conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are some ambiguities.
Opinions are expressed and may be justified.

2 4-6 | A reasonable response with some relevant information conveyed.
Communication is sometimes clear but there may be instances where
messages break down. An opinion is expressed.

1 1-3 | A basic response which conveys a limited amount of relevant information.
Communication may not be clear and there are instances where messages
break down. An opinion may be expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the two compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of both bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where the
other criteria are met.
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Range of language

Level | Marks | Response

4 10-12 | Very good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex
sentences are handled with confidence, producing a fluent piece of coherent
writing. The style and register are appropriate.

3 7-9 | Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex
sentences are regularly attempted and are mostly successful, producing a
mainly fluent piece of coherent writing with occasional lapses. The style and
register are appropriate.

2 4-6 | Some variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Longer sentences are
attempted, using appropriate linking words, often successfully. The style and
register may not always be appropriate.

1 1-3 | Little variety of appropriate vocabulary. Structures are likely to be short and
simple. Little or no awareness of style and register.

0 0 The range of language produced does not meet the standard required for Level
1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Range of language. Apart from
that, the Content mark does not limit the mark for Range of language.

Accuracy
Level | Marks | Response

5 5 Accurate, although there may be a few errors especially in attempts at more
complex structures. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4 4 Generally accurate. Some minor errors. Occasional major errors, usually in
attempts at more complex structures. Verbs and tense formations are nearly
always correct.

3 3 Reasonably accurate. There are likely to be minor errors and there may be
some major errors, not only in complex structures. Verb and tense formations
are usually correct.

2 2 More accurate than inaccurate. The intended meaning is generally clear. Verb
and tense formations are sometimes correct.

1 1 There may be major errors and frequent minor ones, and the intended meaning
is not always clear. There is only limited success with verb and tense
formations.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for Content automatically results in a mark of zero for Accuracy. Apart from that, the
Content mark does not limit the mark for Accuracy.
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General rule for this question:

¢ the use of an infinitive in place of a finite verb is not acceptable for conveying a message nor as a
reference to a present/past/future event (ie no annotation of Pr/P/F).

Question 02.1 content

Bullet

Comments

¢ ivantaggi e gli svantaggi di usare
Internet

Accept any reference to the Internet or what one can do
on the Internet. The bullet point allows for the present
tense to be used, however other tenses are acceptable
as long as the piece as a whole contains reference to
two different tenses.

e |l futuro dei cellulari

Any reference to how future mobile technology could be
like, is acceptable for coverage of the bullet point. The
use of the future/conditional/the present tense with a
future intention or the present is sufficient for
coverage of the bullet point.

Question 02.2 content

Bullet

Comments

¢ |a tua opinione sui problemi ambientali
nella tua zona

Accept any reference made to environmental problems.
Accept answers which do not directly mention the word
‘ambiente’ or ‘ambientale/i’ however are clearly related
to the environment eg traffic, pollution. General
environmental problems also accepted.

¢ quello che dovremmo fare per ridurre
'inquinamento

Accept solutions offered to what can/should be done to
reduce pollution. Accept the present tense as a future
reference where appropriate. Future and conditional
tenses accepted.

Question 02.3 content

Bullet

Comments

¢ le tue passate esperienze scolastiche

Accept any reference to a school experience in the past
— home schooling/an experience in a foreign school. It
could be something that happened in the recent past as
well as primary school. Reference to the past is
necessary for the bullet point to be fulfilled.

¢ |a tua opinione della vita dopo gli esami

The use of the future/conditional/the present tense
with a future intention or the present is sufficient for
coverage of the bullet point. Any reference to immediate
plans after exams is also acceptable for coverage of the
bullet point.
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The following indicative content is an example of the response that students may give to this question.
It demonstrates a balanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points.

Either

or

Question
02.1

This is a possible response (indicative content):

Internet € una cosa molto utile. Con Internet si pud avere accesso a tante
applicazioni. Le applicazioni possono aiutare con delle ricerche a scuola. Ci
sono delle app per ripassare il vocabolario delle varie lingue straniere. Si
possono anche leggere le ultime notizie su Internet e anche vedere dei film.
Non so come hanno fatto in passato senza Internet!

Sfortunatamente, c’é anche qualche svantaggio associato con Internet
perché ci possono essere delle persone sconosciute che possono ingannare i
bambini e fargli credere di essere qualcuno della loro stessa eta. Inoltre i dati
personali possono essere rubati sui vari siti che usiamo per comprare diverse
cose.

Il cellulare del futuro sara un po’ diverso da quello di adesso e ci rendera la
vita piu facile. Secondo me, potremmo accendere il forno con un’app, cosi
possiamo trovare la cena pronta quando arriviamo a casa. Il frigo sara
collegato con il cellulare per dirci quello che dobbiamo comprare. (155 words)

[32 marks]

Question
02.2

This is a possible response (indicative content):

Nella mia zona, ci sono tanti problemi ambientali. C’é l'inquinamento dell’aria
a causa del traffico. Ogni mattina, quando mia madre mi accompagna a
scuola, non posso mai aprire il finestrino a causa dei gas di scarico. Vedo
anche tanti rifiuti per terra perché la gente preferisce usare il marciapiede
come bidone della spazzatura. Sembra che a tanta gente non interessi il
futuro del pianeta e la sitauzione sta peggiorando.

Per ridurre l'inquinamento, dobbiamo riciclare di piu, usando dei contenitori
appositi per il metallo, la carta, il cartone e il vetro. Dovremmo anche usare
meno confezioni di plastica soprattutto le bottiglie di plastica. A scuola e
vietato I'uso delle bottiglie usa e getta e dobbiamo invece usare bottiglie
riutilizzabili. Cosi aiuteremo gli oceani e miglioreremo I'ambiente in cui
vivono i pesci. Quando usciamo, dobbiamo andare a piedi o usare i mezzi
pubblici invece di chiedere ai nostri genitori di accompagnarci sempre in
macchina. (158 words)

[32 marks]
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or

Question
02.3

This is a possible response (indicative content):

Quando ero piccola, andavo a una scuola abbastanza grande. Studiavo dieci
materie incluse la matematica, le scienze e la storia, la quale era la mia
materia preferita. Inoltre mi piaceva anche la musica perché l'insegnante ci
faceva ballare mentre cantavamo.

Dopo gli esami, non vedo l'ora di andare in vacanza con i miei amici. Sono
mesi che studio e vorrei rilassarmi per un paio di mesi prima di cominciare a
studiare per gli A-level. Dopo esser andata in vacanza, mi piacerebbe
andare a fare delle lunghe passeggiate con il mio cane. E molto carino e a lui
piacciono molto le camminate. Tuttavia, sarebbe bello andare a trovare i miei
nonni. Non li vedo spesso perché vivono in campagna a tre ore di distanza
da casa mia.

A meta agosto, ricevero i risultati degli esami. Al sixth form vorrei studiare
musica, arte e storia perché vorrei lavorare in un museo. (157 words)

[32 marks]
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Question 03

The translation is assessed for Conveying key messages (6 marks) and Application of grammatical
knowledge of language and structures (6 marks) as specified in the criteria below. The maximum
mark is 12. When awarding marks, the student’s response across the passage should be considered
as a whole.

[12 marks]
Conveying key messages
Level | Marks | Response
6 6 All key messages are conveyed.
5 5 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.
4 4 Most key messages are conveyed.
3 3 Some key messages are conveyed.
2 2 Few key messages are conveyed.
1 1 Very few key messages are conveyed.
0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Level | Marks | Response

6 6 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and structures; virtually faultless.

5 5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.

4 4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate than
inaccurate.

2 2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally inaccurate.

1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly inaccurate.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this

tier.

Notes A mark of zero for Conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for
Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures, but apart from that, the Conveying
key messages mark does not limit the mark for Application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.

Key messages

The translation is divided into 13 key messages (see below). As a general rule, the wrong person or
wrong tense of a verb will not receive a tick. Minor inaccuracies, such as incorrect gender or adjectival
agreement, will not on their own prevent the award of a tick.
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Message Accept Reject
My school is situated in | La mia scuola si trova/é (situata) in . e R
1 e S omission of ‘mia’— non in citta
the suburbs. periferia/fuori citta.
. . . .| any other adjective or the
. | prof/gli insegnanti/professori/maestri ) : o
2 | The teachers are nice . S negative with an adjective eg
sono simpatici/carini L
non sono antipatici
but they give us lots of | ma/pero riceviamo/abbiamo/ci danno

3 . . . present tense only

homework. molti/tanti compiti.

4 | In summer, In estate/d’estate omission of in / d. or the use of
any other preposition
divertente/mi piace

5 | enjoy playing tennis mi diverto/piace giocare a tennis fuori/ | gioco/preferisco giocare/any

outside. all’aperto. reference to an outside place eg
in giardino/al parco etc
Comunquel/tuttavia/pero, in inverno
6 | However, next winter I'anno prossimo/l'inverno prossimol/il omission of inverno
prossimo inverno
| would like to go straniero — mention of a specific

7 | abroad mi piacerebbe/vorrei andare all’'estero | country — use of immediate

future
it alw rain & qui pi i S

8 because it always rains pe_rchg qui piove sempre/piove sempre La pioggia/piovere wrong tense

here. qui/qua.

9 | Last Wednesday Mercoled! scorso/lo\scorso any other day of the week

mercoledi/mercoledi passato

10| I played the violin, ho suonato il violino, ho giocato for | played

after which my friends dopo_dl c_he/(_jopo io e i miei amici/i miei !oast participle on its own, an

11 and | went amici ed io siamo andati (perfect tense | incorrect part of the auxiliary

only) verb or an incorrect auxiliary

12 | to an ltalian restaurant. | in/a un ristorante italiano. use of thg def!n!te article rather
than the indefinite

E stato/era

13| It was really enjoyable! | davvero/veramente/proprio/molto present tense

divertente/stupendo/piacevole!

Other reasonable alternative translations will also be accepted.
A tick will be awarded for each key message that is communicated, despite any minor inaccuracies. The
total number of ticks awarded equates to a mark for Communication according to this table.
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Total ticks Mark

13 6
11/12 5
8/9/10 4
5/6/7 3
3/4 2

1/2 1

0 0
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