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CHINESE (MANDARIN)

Higher Tier Paper 3 Reading

  Time allowed: 1 hour

Materials
You will need no other materials.

Instructions
 You must not use a dictionary.
 Use black ink or black ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page.
 Answer all questions.
 You must answer all the questions in the spaces provided.  Do not write 

outside the box around each page or on blank pages.
 If you need extra space for your answer(s), use the lined pages at the end of 

this book.  Write the question number against your answer(s).
 In Section A, answer the questions in English.
 In Section B, translate the passage into English.
 Do all rough work in this answer book.  Cross through any work you do not 

want to be marked.

Information
 The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
 The maximum mark for this paper is 60.
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Section A

Questions and answers in English

Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

0 1  Travel

Adam is studying Chinese at a Beijing university and his friend is coming to 
visit him.

Read Adam’s message to his friend. 

Answer the questions in English.

 
Options Exit

0 1 . 1  When will Adam’s friend arrive in Beijing?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

0 1 . 2  Where is Adam going to take his friend?  Name two places.
[2 marks]

1  ________________________________________________________________________________

2  ________________________________________________________________________________
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0 1 . 3  Why has Adam suggested that his friend stays at his home? 

Give two reasons.
[2 marks]

1  ________________________________________________________________________________

2  ________________________________________________________________________________

____
5

Turn over for the next question
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0 2  A novel

 Read this extract adapted and abridged from the novel

by Bing Xin (  ).

 Write T if the statement is true.
  F if the statement is false.
  NT if the statement is not in the text.

This extract not reproduced here due to third-party copyright restrictions.

 Glossary:

 Yaqian – a Chinese name

 wife

 street

 elderly servant

0 2 . 1  Yaqian went to the writer’s house yesterday.
 [1 mark]

0 2 . 2  The writer visited Yaqian after lunch.
 [1 mark]

0 2 . 3  The writer walked to Yaqian’s house.
 [1 mark]
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0 2 . 4  There are schools on Yaqian’s street.
 [1 mark]

0 2 . 5  The elderly servant asked for the writer’s surname.
 [1 mark]

0 2 . 6  The writer sees Yaqian very often.
 [1 mark]

0 2 . 7  Yaqian and the writer were classmates for six years.
 [1 mark]

____
7

Turn over for the next question
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0 3  Remote learning

Three teenagers are talking about online lessons.

(Yueyue)

(Tiantian)

(Jingjing)

 Write Y for Yueyue.
  T for Tiantian.
  J for Jingjing.

 Write the first letter of the correct name in the boxes below.

You can use each letter more than once.

0 3 . 1  Who can’t hear the teacher because they have an old device?
 

[1 mark]

0 3 . 2  Who washes their hands before breakfast?
 

[1 mark]

0 3 . 3  Who is distracted by their sibling during lessons? 
 

[1 mark]
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0 3 . 4  Who likes to do something active after class?
 

[1 mark]

0 3 . 5  Who thinks it is more interesting to have lessons at home than at school?
 

[1 mark]

____
5

Turn over for the next question
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0 4  My day

This is a post from the blog of a famous pop singer.

Read the post.

Write the correct letter in the boxes.

 

0 4 . 1  What did the pop singer do last month in China?

A chatted with local people

[1 mark]

B studied Chinese songs

C went to parties

0 4 . 2  What is the pop singer not planning to do this morning?

A go to the studio

[1 mark]

B go to the gym

C have breakfast with her family
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0 4 . 3  How does the pop singer practise her language skills?

A by attending a course

[1 mark]

B by having a private tutor

C by watching the news

0 4 . 4  What is the pop singer going to do in the evening?

A take photos

[1 mark]

B meet her fans

C perform

0 4 . 5  What question does the pop singer ask near the end of the blog?

A What type of song should she sing?

[1 mark]

B What colour outfit should she wear?

C Which clothes should she wear?
____

5

Turn over for the next question
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0 5  Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Two friends are talking about what they want to do in the future.

Answer the questions in English.

(Beibei)

(Lanlan)

0 5 . 1  What negative aspect of the countryside does Beibei mention?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 2  Why does Beibei want to do this job?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 . 3  Why does Lanlan not want to be a businesswoman like her grandma? 

Give two reasons.
[2 marks]

1  ________________________________________________________________________________

2  ________________________________________________________________________________

____
4
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0 6  Summer holiday

Read about John’s summer plans this year.

Answer the questions in English.

0 6 . 1  What is John’s ideal job?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

0 6 . 2  What does John hope his parents will agree to?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

0 6 . 3  What do his parents want him to do this summer?
[1 mark]

 __________________________________________________________________________________

____
3
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0 7  Holiday experience

Read Dawei ( )’s email to the hotel manager about his recent stay.

Write down two positive aspects and two negative aspects mentioned in the letter.

Answer in English.

 

 Glossary:
 manager

0 7 . 1 Positive aspects

1 2

[2 marks]

0 7 . 2 Negative aspects

1 2

[2 marks]

____
4
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0 8  Moonlight over the Lotus Pond 

 Read this extract adapted and abridged from  Moonlight over the 

Lotus Pond by Zhu Ziqing ( ).

Choose the correct answer for each question.

Write the correct letter in each box.

Glossary

 flows out

 lotus pond

0 8 . 1  What did the writer do after he put on his coat?

A closed the window

[1 mark]

B turned the light off

C shut the door

0 8 . 2  Who did the writer see on the road?

A lots of people

[1 mark]

B no one

C his family
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0 8 . 3  What did the writer love?

A going abroad

[1 mark]

B swimming

C the quiet

0 8 . 4  What surrounded the pond?

A roads

[1 mark]

B flowers

C trees
____

4

Turn over for the next question
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0 9  School

Two friends are talking about problems with school.

What do they say was a problem in the past and what will be a problem
in the future?

Complete the table in English. 

 (Wang Long)

 (Liu Hong)

0 9 . 1  

Past problem Current problem Future problem

Wang Long I don’t like my 
classmates.

[2 marks]

0 9 . 2  

Past problem Current problem Future problem

Liu Hong The lessons are 
too difficult.

[2 marks]

____
4
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1 0  Friendship

Two friends are talking on WhatsApp.  They are talking about what they do in their 
free time.

Which four statements are correct? 

Write the correct letters in the boxes.

(Taotao)

(Ranran)

(Taotao)

(Ranran)

A Taotao and Ranran will do sport together this weekend.

B Ranran is going fishing with her grandad this weekend.

C It’s Ranran’s birthday this Sunday.

D Taotao is invited to have dinner with Ranran and her grandad.

E Taotao and Ranran have been friends since they were young.

F Taotao and Ranran are going shopping on Sunday.

G Taotao loved Ranran’s grandad’s chicken noodles.

H Taotao and Ranran will meet at the gym.

         [4 marks]
____

4
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1 1  My house

Wenwen ( ) is texting an interior designer about the redecoration of her house.

Write the correct letter in each box.

Glossary

 window

1 1 . 1  Which colour does Wenwen prefer in the living room?

A white

[1 mark]

B green

C blue

1 1 . 2  How does Wenwen describe her kitchen?

A bigger than the living room

[1 mark]

B both warm and bright

C well furnished
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1 1 . 3  Where does Wenwen like to do her schoolwork?

A in her bedroom

[1 mark]

B in the living room

C in the kitchen

1 1 . 4  Why does Wenwen want a new door in her bedroom?

Because...

A the bedroom door is broken.

[1 mark]

B she doesn’t like the colour of her current door.

C her room doesn’t have a door.

1 1 . 5  Which room is on the top floor?

A the bathroom

[1 mark]

B her parents’ bedroom

C Wenwen’s bedroom

1 1 . 6  Why does Wenwen like to read in the study?

Because...

A it is quiet.

[1 mark]

B she can see the mountains.

C it is nice and warm.
____

6
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Section B

Translation into English

1 2  Your Chinese friend sent you a letter about her exciting life. 

Translate the letter into English for your family.
[9 marks]

 

____
9

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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