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General Comments

The performance of students this year on this paper was encouraging. The extra optionality in
Question 1 and Question 2 offered students more scope to perform well on the paper as a result of
the greater variety of questions. This provided an opportunity for all students to demonstrate their
skills and knowledge. Overall, the vast majority of students had been entered appropriately for this
tier. Students were able to refer to different time frames and to express and justify opinions, covering
the bullet points in the questions.

The quality of work seen in the overlap questions was good. In comparison with the Foundation tier,
students were better able to produce more accurate and complex pieces of work. Where students
failed to score marks, it was due to inaccuracy causing a delay in communicating the message.
Similar to past years, the usual reasons for this were incorrect word order, inaccurate character
writing which led to ambiguity, or students writing overly extended responses, far longer than the
suggested word count, creating greater scope for error. Another barrier to achievement was the
omission or misinterpretation of the bullet points in Questions 1 and 2. There were some students
who provided a piece of writing with very good quality language, but the content was totally irrelevant
to the questions.

Question 1

For this question, there are 10 marks for Content and 6 marks for Quality of Language. Students
are required to write approximately 75 characters in total about four different bullet points. All bullet
points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullet points. The quality of
answers was obviously better at this tier than at Foundation tier, and a good proportion of students
scored very high marks.

It was pleasing to see that justifications were provided in some students’ answers as well as opinions,
even though justifications were not essential for this question. For all three questions, there was a
requirement to refer to events in the past, present and future, and the majority of students were able
to do this successfully.

Content

The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: coverage of the bullet points, development of
ideas, clarity of communication and expression of opinions. A vast majority of students wrote more
than 75 characters, which enabled them to cover a lot of information and fulfil the requirements for
the higher bands for this category. Students need to be reminded that coverage of the bullet points
is key. Occasionally a bullet point seemed to have been misunderstood and therefore four marks
could not be awarded for Content. In order to score 7 marks or more for Content, information related
to all four bullet points must be conveyed. Lapses in accuracy which had a bearing on
communication could also contribute to a lower mark for Content.

Question 1.1

Students who attempted this question performed the best, despite the fact that it was the least
popular question. This contrasted with performance in the Foundation Tier. The first bullet point
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was well answered by students, with correct vocabulary to express frequency; &k and &1~ 2#
were often seen in the answers. The second bullet point, your views about your local shopping
centre, offered students an opportunity to develop a more detailed response, although students need
to be reminded that they are required to express an opinion. The more able students gave opinions
successfully, together with descriptions of the local shopping centre. However, it was noted that a
number of students were not able to recall l§4) (s, resulting in a lack of clarity in fulfilling this bullet
point. Moreover, a few students completely neglected to answer the bullet point, leading to the loss
of four marks for Content. Most students responded well to bullet points 3 and 4.

Question 1.2

This was the most popular choice with students in this section. Clearly, this was a topic with which
a vast majority of students were familiar, and they were able to produce extended pieces of writing.
Lots of good responses were seen in response to bullet point 1. Bullet point 2 seemed to be a little
more challenging; quite a few candidates only mentioned the type of weather they liked. However,
provided that the context was clear (i.e. that students were referring to the park), marks were
awarded. Most students successfully mentioned a method of transport in responding to bullet point
3. However, there was a small proportion of students who wrote about the activities they did in the
park rather than how they travelled there last time, e.g. FATEARM T or RATE AR T K4
which were not relevant to the bullet point. Students performed well on bullet point 4 and a range of
good answers were seen. For example, AR i, AR IHH Z A M —E L Ak BTk
(R AR AR, FRA BRI 26 2 — i 25 4 el i R 3K

Question 1.3

Although this was a less popular choice with students, the overall performance was good. A large
number of students demonstrated their understanding of all four bullet points and provided detailed
answers with opinions. Amongst the four bullet points, some students found bullet point 1 the most
challenging. Whilst the more able students managed to use the correct term for after-school activity
(HAME SR AME SR in their answer, some used 2L JE, SR TEERBL, which was
accepted. However, some students only mentioned an activity without referring to school, e.g. F& A/l
W —iRE Y, REARITMER. For answers like this, which did not have an explicit enough link
to school, no mark was awarded. Providing the answers clearly described a school setting, all
reasonable activities linked to schools were accepted. Similar to bullet point 1, provided that
students mentioned a teacher and an activity in the past linked to the school setting, marks for bullet
point 2 and 3 were given accordingly. Bullet point 4 also elicited some good extended responses.
However, where students were less successful was when they referred to their favourite teacher or
future career without making reference to a specific subject, which was a requirement of the task
set.

Quality of language

The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language, attempts at complexity,
time frames and accuracy. It was very encouraging that a wide range of appropriate structures were
seen, such as X7...... D HRSRER. ... /1 it as well as [F4...... BTl —id...... —i; AMELLLL 0]
H; BR.....fH&; X.....X. Comparisons like fx and Lt were used frequently too.

4 of 9



REPORT ON THE EXAMINATION — GCSE CHINESE (MANDARIN) - 8673/WH — JUNE 2022

Whilst it was pleasing to see good application of structures, not all students were able to secure the
use of time frame marks in their writing due to their confusing different characters; sentences like
AR, LT —/NFAHL for bullet point 3 in Question 1.1 were seen quite frequently. This caused
ambiguity in the intended meaning. Similar errors occurred in Questions 1.2 and 1.3 as well. For
those students who included the past time particle | or future time expressions such as %; #8,
provided that there was enough evidence to differentiate between time frames, marks were awarded.

In terms of vocabulary, {Fbu)L; A =&, G H; 771#; i, KT etc. were the most frequently used
verb-adjectives. However, not all students were secure in their use of the verb-adjective structure;
a few less able students omitted 1R before adjectives. Errors in word order, e.g. &E L AR P 7E RS )5,
T T AL LB K occurred in some students’ answers. Students who relied on the use of
pinyin in their writing were not able to secure full marks in this category.

Advice to students

Mention all bullet points.

Tick off the bullet points in the rubric once they have been covered.

Make sure you include opinions as required by the task.

Identify which bullet points target the different time frames.

Always make sure you make the time reference clear, e.g. by including the particle  in
sentences referring to past actions, or Z; 4, etc. for sentences referring to the future.
Check word order.

e Write in pinyin rather than leave a blank if you are stuck with a particular character.

Question 2

For this question, there are 15 marks for Content, 12 marks for Range of Language and 5 marks for
Accuracy. Students write approximately 125 characters in total, about two different bullet points.
Both bullet points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage. More candidates chose
Question 2.2 than Questions 2.1 and 2.3. Students’ responses were generally very good, with most
students able to cover both bullet points in detail. They demonstrated well their ability both to justify
opinions and to provide a range of language with a level of complexity. Where students were less
successful, it was because the content was not always relevant to the question, the language used
was repetitive, or it was difficult to understand the students’ intended meaning. In addition, students
need to be reminded that they should tailor their knowledge to suit the demands of the tasks, rather
than reproduce pre-learnt texts, which might not be totally relevant.

Content

The criteria for assessment focus on four elements: relevance and detail (implicit in this is coverage
of both bullet points), amount of information conveyed, clarity of communication and expression and
justification of opinions. A large number of students wrote more than 125 characters, and there were
a number of students who wrote far in excess of the required number. Unfortunately, for many of
these students, the inaccuracy of their language had a detrimental effect on the mark for
Communication as well as on the mark for Accuracy.
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As mentioned above, not all responses were relevant to the bullet points. In some cases candidates
wrote a piece of “free style” writing, either not responding to the bullet points or only partially covering
the bullet points, thereby losing Content marks. Furthermore, while some students had no difficulty
in developing ideas and expressing and justifying opinions, there were occasions when inaccuracy
led to a lack of clarity in communication, and this impacted on marks awarded.

Question 2.1

The best performances were in response to this question, despite the fact that it was chosen by the
fewest students. Lots of impressive responses were seen. Students were able to produce extended
pieces of writing, addressing positive elements of music, such as % S itF A and %k,
Wri St 2, RUAUTE SR 1EFR =%, Some students used their personal experience of learning
a musical instrument to justify their views. The second bullet point was also tackled well by many
students; many wrote successfully about a range of music events that they had been involved in,
e.g. TIRHLEE; F RS IEAELFE, 3% SR etc. showing just how successful these open-ended tasks
can be.

Question 2.2

This was the most popular choice amongst students, as holiday is a topic with which they are very
familiar. Most students were able to provide detailed and extended responses, conveying a lot of
information. For bullet point 1, more able students gave answers like i\ N AR Z 474, [HoR
FEAE AT LAk TSRy and AR FERAR %, (HJ2 BT Lk 58 478, Instead of expressing views
about holidays, quite a few students wrote about a past holiday experience, which led to their
answers being focused on a particular location, such going on holiday to China, France, Italy, etc.
In this situation marks were awarded, provided that views about holidays were covered. However,
such students did not ‘hit’ the top band for Content due to the reduced relevance. Bullet point 2,
dream holiday P48 {34, proved challenging for some students. Instead, students used & i f8 5
FIMEY; B A8 21 1E 5K ete. which worked very well. Overall, opinions were expressed in covering
both bullet points, but not all students gave justifications, which had a negative impact on marks
awarded for Content.

Question 2.3

Most students found this question demanding and performances were weaker than for the other two
questions in this section. Responses to bullet point 1 were more successful than bullet point 2.
Typical good answers included expressions such as: #5341 248 i BT XKk X AR B
PrEBERA, HARIH, mHIBEKHBEAZL. A lot of special events directly linked to libraries were
mentioned, such as EZK 7 B H1E; £ EIHIE S, BIHBIEA 5. Answers like 7EEIHIEE
5 AR B B 2 M AE B e 4 H, which related to students’ experiences in the library, were
accepted if appropriate. However, it was noted that some candidates struggled to recall vocabulary
items such as EI131E or &5, using instead phrases such as AN A% 5%, which had no
connection to libraries, thereby affecting the Content mark.
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Range of language

The key features of the criteria for assessment here are variety of language and a confident ability
to produce complex sentences. It is worth noting that reference is not made to time frames or tenses
in the criteria, but their correct use is accepted as an example of a complex structure. In terms of
variety of language, a very good range of structures were seen: fll...... FHEE; B —. W...... ;
Al R BRI ... B T (BAAE)..38; L e, oS mlt; /2. 19 and the co-verbs Xif; 44;
ilr as well as those which were mentioned in Question 1. Expressions for sequence and summary
e T ES RGBS EEIRE R, BRI were seen in students’ responses.

A number of students were sometimes unsure about the vocabulary they used, leading to answers
that were contradictory, e.g. BAE KRAEE, HEREILW, TENELER, FANXGILEE,
AE AL N LR FAR TEW, W HARBR.  Furthermore, some students mixed structures together
incorrectly, such as &= W EARTE L X HLifFii1R £ 7. Word order errors were common; answers like
PIRAT T AR E 51 X FRATTHE R EEAH M A3 K% caused confusion. In addition to the above,
those students who relied on the use of pinyin in their writing were not able to meet all criteria
required for this category.

Accuracy

It was pleasing to see that the majority of students were able to produce work worthy of 3 marks and
above. Quite a lot of outstanding work was seen this season, with students producing pieces of
writing which were free of errors even when attempting complex structures. The most common
errors were mainly in the accuracy of characters, word order, incorrect time words, inaccurate use
of verb-adjectives and errors in sentence structures. Where candidates scored 2 and below, this
normally reflected in poor performance across all areas of the marking criteria, resulting in very
limited and poor writing.

Advice to students

¢ Read the bullet points and the scene setting carefully, ensuring you know exactly what is
required in terms of response.

e Ensure that what you write relates to the bullet points in some way.

e Try not to say things that are really difficult or for which you do not know the vocabulary. It is
better to be simple and clear than complex and unclear.

¢ When you give an opinion, make sure you justify it. Ensure there are at least two opinions
and two justifications in your writing.

e Write in pinyin rather than leave a blank if you are stuck with a particular character.

Question 3

For this question, there are 6 marks for Conveying key messages and 6 marks for Application of
grammatical knowledge of language and structures. Given that the level of demand of the key
messages to be conveyed was aimed at covering Grades 4 through to 9, this question differentiated

well, with the vast majority of students able to score some marks.

The passage was divided into 13 key messages, as shown in the table below.
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Conveying key messages

Last Saturday

Well answered. A number of students wrote T instead of _I-.

was my friend’s birthday.

This was answered well. A few students missed & or were not sure
how to write the characters 4 H.

| went with my friend to

Nicely done. A few students added —jiZ and this was accepted.

a Chinese restaurant.

This was answered well. A few students wrote E instead of 1H.

We drank tea.

Maijority performed well. Some were not sure how to write the
characters "5 and 7%. Not everyone used | .

Tea tastes better than
coffee.

This was done well. A few struggled with characters.

Tea tastes better than
coffee.

This was answered well. A small number of students found the
characters demanding.

| study Mandarin at
school.

This was very well answered. No mark was given for Hi#.

| think

This was very well translated.

Chinese lessons are more
and more interesting.

This was quite demanding. Quite a few students used expressions
like 54 & /., which were not accepted, and some were not sure how
to write the character k.

In five years,

The answers were mixed. Common errors included 7L 4MF, 7F FL4F

H, NI

| would like

The most successful response in this section.

to teach English in China.

Quite a few students wrote % H[E 242 ili, which was not accepted

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Minor errors, such as small inaccuracies in character writing, provided that they do not change the
meaning of the phrase, do not on their own prevent the award of a tick for the key message.
However, an accumulation of such errors has an overall effect on accuracy, which could be reflected
in the mark for this category. Excessive use of pinyin also has a negative effect when awarding

marks for this category.

Advice to students

e Practise high frequency words and phrases, especially connectives.

e Check carefully that you do not miss out any parts of the translation by accident.

¢ Always include the time frame particle or future time expression where appropriate.

e If you are not sure about how to write a character, write the pinyin rather than leave a blank.
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Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Resulis Statistics
page of the AQA Website.
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