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− organise information clearly 
− use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
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 Define the term ‘material deprivation’. 
[2 marks] 
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 Using one example, briefly explain how streaming may affect pupil achievement in 
schools. 

[2 marks] 
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 Outline three criticisms of Marxist views of the role of education in capitalist society. 
[6 marks] 
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 Outline and explain two ways in which government educational policies may reflect the 
needs of the economy. 

[10 marks] 
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 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows. 
   

  Item A 
 
There is a gap in educational achievement between girls and boys.  This gap is present 
in primary school and carries on through to university.  Some sociologists see factors 
outside of school as the main cause of gender differences in educational achievement. 
One factor is the change in the roles of men and women in society.  Girls now have a 
wider range of female role models in society to aspire to than before.   
 
Other sociologists suggest that factors inside the school, such as the presence of 
laddish anti-school subcultures, may have a greater effect on gender differences in 
educational achievement. 

   
  Applying material from Item A and your knowledge, evaluate the impact of external factors 

on gender differences in educational achievement. 
[20 marks] 
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 Read Item B below and answer the question that follows. 
   

  Item B 
 

Investigating pupils’ experiences of bullying in schools 
 

Bullying is a sensitive problem for schools.  Schools have procedures and policies in 
place to deal with bullying.  If a school is perceived to have high levels of bullying, it 
could prove damaging to their reputation within the community.  Bullying can take a 
number of different forms.  When researching bullying, sociologists often look at pupil 
peer groups in school and at power differences between pupil groups.  
 
Sociologists may use unstructured interviews to study bullying.  Using unstructured 
interviews enables the researcher to build up a level of trust between themselves and 
the interviewee and as a result gain richer and more detailed responses.  However, such 
interviews are often time consuming and can generate large amounts of data to analyse.  

   
  Applying material from Item B and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate the 

strengths and limitations of using unstructured interviews to investigate pupils’ experiences 
of bullying in schools. 

[20 marks] 
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