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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
 
 

    

Copyright information 

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own 
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third 
party even for internal use within the centre. 

Copyright © 2023 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Level of response marking instructions 

 

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor.  The 

descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level.  There are marks in each level. 

 

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as 

instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for.  You can then apply the mark scheme. 

 

Step 1 Determine a level 

 

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the 

descriptor for that level.  The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in 

the student’s answer for that level.  If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it 

meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer.  With 

practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the 

lower levels of the mark scheme. 

 

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in 

small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest.  If 

the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit 

approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within 

the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be 

placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content. 

 

Step 2 Determine a mark 

 

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark.  The descriptors on how to allocate 

marks can help with this.  The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help.  There will be an 

answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme.  This 

answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner.  You can compare the student’s answer 

with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example.  You can then 

use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example. 

 

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 

assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 

 

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners.  It is not intended to be 

exhaustive and you must credit other valid points.  Students do not have to cover all of the points 

mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 

 

An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Assessment criteria 

 

Each assessment objective should be assessed independently. 

 

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.  Everything that students write must 

be assessed; there is no word limit.  Students writing the recommended length have access to the full 

range of marks. 

 

AO3 

17–20 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors.  The student 
shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language 
accurately.  The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the 
task. 

13–16 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors.  The student 
shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language 
accurately.  The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the 
task. 

9–12 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors.  The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate complex 
language accurately.  The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary appropriate to the 
context and the task. 

5–8 
The language produced contains many errors.  The student shows some grasp of grammar 
and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The student uses a 
limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

1–4 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature.  The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The student 
uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 

 

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 

 

Minor errors include: 

incorrect but close to correct spellings 

incorrect genders and consequential errors of agreement 

incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning. 

 

Serious errors include: 

incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms 

incorrect use of pronouns 

missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives or past participles. 

 

Complex language includes: 

use of pronouns of all types 

tenses that support conceptual complexity (as in si sentences) 

connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 

constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 

use of present and past participles. 

 

The above examples are neither prescriptive nor exhaustive.  
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AO4 

17–20 

Excellent critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is consistently accurate and detailed.  Opinions, views and 
conclusions are consistently supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or 
film.  The essay demonstrates excellent evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and 
social contexts of the text or film studied. 

13–16 

Good critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is usually accurate and detailed.  Opinions, views and 
conclusions are usually supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  
The essay demonstrates good evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

9–12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response to the question set 

Knowledge of the text or film is sometimes accurate and detailed.  Opinions, views and 
conclusions are sometimes supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or 
film.  The essay demonstrates reasonable evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural 
and social contexts of the text or film studied. 

5–8 

Limited critical and analytical response to the question set 

Some knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated.  Opinions, views and conclusions are 
occasionally supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  The essay 
demonstrates limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of 
the text or film studied. 

1–4 

Very limited critical and analytical response to the question set 

A little knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated.  Opinions, views and conclusions are 
rarely supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film.  The essay 
demonstrates very limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 

 

Annotations for essay marking: 

 

Tick = content point considered in award of AO4 mark 

REP = repetition 

? = unclear 

IRRL = irrelevant 

SEEN = examiner has seen the page (where no other annotations appear). 
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0 1 
 

 nUrI: bUta isNG Saw 

   

0 1 
 

. 1 
 

navl we paqr qejpal we cir<qr wa ivSleSx krwe hozee ilKo ik [uh ikveM iz<k cNga pNjabI 

nOjvan hox wI [uwahrx peS krwa hE .               

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• A brief description of Tejpal’s role in the novel. 
 

• Tejpal as a sports person supported by the college. 
 

• Tejpal’s love for Noori – as an inspiration. 
 

• Being a poor but dedicated student he achieved very well in all areas. 
 

• Honesty – explaining his economic situation to Jagtar Singh. 
 

• Marrying his love in challenging circumstances. 

 

• Justification incorporates the facts and outstanding qualities of Tejpal. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 1 
 

. 2 
 

navl ivclI]A GtnavA wa ivSleSx krwe hoze ilKo ik nUrI ]qe qejpal ¥ ]apxa ip]ar 

sPl bxa[ux lzI ikhfI]A smaijk sm<is]avA wa sahmxa krna ip]a .  

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 
 

• Portrayal of Noori’s falling in love at first sight with Tejpal. 
 

• Forced engagement of Noori and Jabarjang was a step towards forced marriage. 
 

• Analysis of Noori’s idea of running away and settling somewhere else. 
 

• Reactions to Noori’s visit to college hostel to meet Tejpal. 
 

• College staff’s, particularly Professor Bhalwan’s, reaction towards Tejpal. 
 

• Charhat Singh’s intention to marry Noori forcibly. 
 

• Justification of the statement with brief conclusion. 

 
The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 2 
 

 irSiq]A we rNg: gurmel isNG bExIval 

   

0 2 
 

. 1 
 

‘khaxI]A ivclI]A GtnavA we ]aWar qe paqr pNjabI siB]acar ¥ cNga bxa[ux lzI ]apxI 

soc bwl lEMwe hn .’  

 

ikse wo khaxI]A we ]aWar qe ilKo ik qusIM izs ivcar nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ?  

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement, identifying the two stories. 
 

• Clear introduction of chosen incidents and characters in the stories. 
 

• Commenting on how relevant the incidents are to portray the culture of Punjab. 
 

• Analysis of chosen characters’ thinking in relation to the incidents. 
 

• Justify the fact that the incidents and characters are presenting day to day life in the 
villages. 

 

• Conclude how the author has portrayed Panjabi culture getting better with personal 

reaction. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 2 
 

. 2 
 

‘bExIval wI]A khaxI]A iv<c pNjab wee ipNdA wa vaqavrx iz<k ZrUrI ih<sa hE .’  

 

ikse wo khaxI]A we ]aWar qe ilKo ik qusIM izs ivcar nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ? 

  [40 marks] 

   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement, identifying the two stories to refer to in the essays. 
 

• Introduction of stories in the context of the Panjabi village environment. 
 

• Comment on the appropriateness of the places where the stories are set. 
 

• Analysis of how the author has presented the environment in the village. 
 

• Justifying, with examples from the stories, how important the environment of a village is 
as a background to the incidents portrayed. 

 

• Justifying to what extent the author has been successful in bringing his stories to life by 
using the environment and the places where the stories are set. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 

 
 
  



MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL PANJABI – 7682/2 – JUNE 2023 

10 

0 3 
 

 save p<qr: mohn isNG 

   

0 3 
 

. 1 
 

‘mohn isNG wI]A kivqavA iZNwgI wI ]slI]q ¥ bhuq hI cNge DNg nal peS krwI]A hn .’  

 

ikse wo kivqavA we ]aWar qe ilKo ik qusIM izs ivcar nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ? 

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement, identifying their two chosen poems for discussion 
on the issue. 
 

• Analysis of the incidents of daily life and their reality. 
 

• Analysis of life portrayed in the poems. 
 

• Analysis of poet’s viewpoints about the incidents. 
 

• Justification from the chosen poems about showing how the real situations are    
portrayed.  

 

• In conclusion, how successful the author has been, in the poems studied, in showing the 

reality of life in the Panjabi society. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 3 
 

. 2 
 

‘mohn isNG ne ]apxI]A weS ip]ar wI]A kivqavA iv<c pNjabI]A wI bhawrI ¥ vWI]a DNg 

nal peS kIqa hE .’  

 

izs ivcar wa ikse wo kivqavA we ]aWar qe ivSleSx kro .  

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement, identifying the two poems in which bravery of 

Panjabi people is shown such as ispahI wa iwl, weS ip]ar . 

 

• Analysis of circumstances in which poems were written. 
 

• Analysis of bravery of Panjabi people portrayed in the poems. 
 

• Analysis of how the poet has presented people’s sacrifices for their homeland. 
 

• Analysis of how the homeland is prioritised over relationships. 
 

• In conclusion, justifying their analysis of the statement as to how successful the author 

has been in portraying the bravery of Panjabi people. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 4 
 

 ]sA ¥ max vqnA wa: mnmohn isNG 

   

0 4 
 

. 1 
 

‘izs iPlm iv<c pNjab we peMdU jIvn nal jufI]A muSklA ¥ bhuq cNgI qrHA iwKaiz]a ig]a       

hE .’  

 

qusIM izs kQn nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ? 

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement with some examples from the film. 
 

• Reference to incidents showing the difficulties faced by the villagers. 
 

• Brief account of incidents showing how Panjabis are behaving in the village. 
 

• Comments on the scenes of the film and how realistically these are portrayed through 
this film. 

 

• Brief account of intentions of people in the village and their habits of talking about other 
families’ matters.  

 

• Evaluation of the extent to which the typical views of Panjabi people’s difficulties are 
presented. 

 

• In conclusion, justifying their evaluation of the statement with reference to incidents. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 4 
 

. 2 
 

‘izh iPlm pNjabI]A ¥ irSiq]A wI kwr krn wI slah iwNwI hE .’ 

 

 izs kQn wI puStI kro .    

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content  

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement with brief examples.  
 

• Reference to the relationships and the love of relatives. 
 

• Analysis of incidents in which relationships are not valued. 
 

• Portrayal of the relevant song and importance of relationships mentioned in the song. 
 

• Importance of the message that relatives cannot be divided. 
 

• In conclusion, justifying their evaluation of the statement as to the extent the incidents in 

the film encourage Panjabi people to stay together and value relationships. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 5 
 

 j<t qe jUlI]t 2: ]nurag isNG 

   

0 5 
 

. 1 
 

‘izh iPlm pNjab puils we kNm bare bfe hase Bre DNgA nal it<pxI]A peS krwI hE .’  

 

qusIM izs kQn nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ? 

  [40 marks] 
   

  Indicative content 

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement with examples in brief. 
 

• The behaviour of Punjab police officers and their honesty. 
 

• Analysis of the incidents of drinking, stealing uniforms of seniors. 
 

• Analysis of the incidents driven by different motives at all ranks. 
 

• Analysis of the views of Inspector Joginder Singh. 
 

• In conclusion, justifying their evaluation of the statement as to how the incidents and 

comedy show the behaviour of Punjab Police. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 
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0 5 
 

. 2 
 

‘izh iPlm maip]A ¥ ]apxe b<ic]A we Biv<K bare ]apxe ivcar bwlx lzI pReirq krwI hE .’  

 

izs ivcar wa mulAkx kro . 

  [40 marks] 

   

  Indicative content  

 

• Acknowledgement of the statement referring to parents’ views regarding the future of 
their children. 

 

• Analyse funny incidents in which typical thinking is challenged. 
 

• Evaluate how the choice of a partner is changed. 
 

• Discussion about the choice of profession. 
 

• Analysis of the problems young people have regarding intercultural marriages. 
 
• In conclusion, assessment of the statement as to the extent to which they agree that 

parents need to change their thinking. 

 

The above is not exhaustive.  Accept any other reasonable, valid response. 

 

 




