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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 

questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 

standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 

this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 

responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  

As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 

answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 

standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 

required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 

 

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 

expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 

schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 

assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 

paper. 

 

 

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 

 

 

Copyright information 

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own 
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third 
party even for internal use within the centre.  

Copyright © 2023 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Listening and Reading tests  

 
General principles of marking  

 

Non-verbal answers  

 

Follow the mark scheme as set out.  
 
Verbal answers (English or target language)  
 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that students should gain credit for what they know, understand 
and can do; provided their written response communicates the required message without ambiguity, it 
will get the mark.  The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking.  
 
(a)  Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without 
 ambiguity.  This applies whether the answer is in English or the target language.  A separate 
 assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required because of the nature of the 
 answers.  However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks 
 cannot be awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate 
 the required information without ambiguity.  
(b)  Where a student has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following criteria 
 should be applied: – if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea/make it ambiguous, 
 accept – if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject.  
(c)  Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for 
 correct answers, no matter which line they appear on.  
(d) Where a question has more than one section (eg (i) and (ii)), a candidate may include as part of the 
 answer to one section the information required to answer another section.  Eg, in Listening, 
 information required to answer section (ii) might be given as part of the answer to section (i).  In such 
 cases, credit should be given for having answered section (ii), provided that no incorrect answer has 
 been given for that section in the correct place on the question paper.  
 
2. In questions where students are asked to give for example a list of three items, only the first three 
items they write down should be considered for assessment purposes.  
 
3. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt, look for the key idea.  
 
4. Where a student has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible then it should 
be marked.  When part of an answer is crossed out, then only what remains should be considered.  
 
5. .../.. means that these are acceptable alternative answers in the mark scheme.  (.....) means that this 
information is not needed for full marks to be awarded. 
 
6. In questions which are T/F/? or √/X/? in either Section A or Section B, a mix and match approach 
should be tolerated and credit given where it is clear and unambiguous (eg consistent use by the 
candidate).   If candidates write ‘True’ instead of ‘স’ for সত্যি in Section B, this should also be credited 
despite the wrong language being used. 
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7. The following general principles should be applied in relation to answers in the target language in 
Section B:  
 
(a)  Incorrect personal pronouns – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 
(b)  Incorrect possessive adjectives – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 
(c) Wrong gender – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 
(d) Infinitive – will normally communicate without ambiguity, so should be accepted. 
(e) Wrong tense – accept as long as student comprehension is not in question. 
(f)  Minor spelling errors – accept as long as the answer is understandable with no ambiguity.  In Section 
 B, this means that even if the spelling error results in the creation of a word in another language, 
 including English, then provided it is a recognisable attempt at a spelling in the target language, it will 
 be credited. 
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Question Accept Mark 

01.1 18/Eighteen 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

01.2 25/Twenty-five 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

01.3 6/Six 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

02.1 River  Pond/sea 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

02.2 Shops Stores Shopping centres 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

02.3 Swimming  Going to the cinema 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

02.4 Boat race Boat competition Boat 1 
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Question Accept Mark 

03.1 

C, 1 

C (Comedy) 

1 (Increases motivation) 

2 

 

Question Accept Mark 

03.2 

A, 3  

A (Detective) 

3 (Likes problem-solving) 

2 

 

Question Accept Mark 

04.1 P (past) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

04.2 N (now) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

04.3 P (past) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

04.4 F (future) 1 
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Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

05.1 

Positive: 
Tasty food from home and abroad is 
served/live musical performances 
available 
(either one) 
 

Positive: 
Tasty world food available/live music is 
on/played  
(either one) 
 
 

Positive: 
Dance show 

2 

Negative: 
Lacking bathroom facilities/food 
takes a long time to arrive 
(either one) 
 

Negative: 
Takes too long to serve food/no bathroom/ 
washing/toilet facilities 
(either one) 

Negative: 
Good service/good facilities 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

05.2 

Positive: 
Affordable food served/attractive 
decorations  
(either one) 

Positive: 
Cheap food/well/nicely decorated 
restaurant  
(either one) 
 

Positive: 
Spicy food 

2 
Negative: 
Takes a long time to get a table/very 
noisy 
(either one) 
 

Negative: 
Long wait for a table/noisy/loud 
people/can’t hear 
(either one) 

Negative: 
No waiting/quiet atmosphere 

 

Question Accept Mark 

06.1 T (true) 1 
 

Question Accept Mark 

06.2 F (false) 1 
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Question Accept Mark 

06.3 T (true) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

06.4 T (true) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

06.5 F (false) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

06.6 NT (not in the text) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

06.7 T (true) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

07.1 P+N (positive and negative) 1 
 

Question Accept Mark 

07.2 P (positive) 1 
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Question Accept Mark 

07.3 N (negative) 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

08.1 

 
He wants to help the people in the 
slums improve their livelihoods = 1 
 

 
Help people (living in the slums) improve their 
lifestyles/livelihoods 
 

Help build accommodation 
for poor people 

2 
To educate children (in the slums so 
they can go to school) = 1 

He wants to teach/educate children (so they 
can go school) 

Help children earn money 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

08.2 Help them (young people) with IT Help them acquire computer/IT skills 
No help/young people/ 
youngsters/teenagers) get 
part-time jobs 

1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

08.3 
They (young people) will get part-
time jobs 

The youngsters/teenagers will get part-time 
jobs 

Jobless/not earning/help 
them with/acquire IT skills 

1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

09 

A, C, E  (in any order) 
A (জিম) 

C (ক্িাত্িন) 

E (লাইব্রেজি) 

3 
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Question Accept Mark 

10 

C, D, F  (in any order) 

C (ডুবসাাঁ তাি শেখা) 

D (িান্না শেখা) 

F (ইব্র াগা শেখা) 

3 

 

Question Accept Mark 

11 

C, B, A, F  (in this order) 
C (জবব্রেষ) 

B (শুব্রেচ্ছা) 

A (উপহাি) 

F (জপঠা) 

4 

 

Question Accept Mark 

12.1 C (পাব্র  শহাঁ ব্রে।) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

12.2 A (একিন োব্রলামানুষ।) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

12.3 C (বব্র া িাস্তা জিব্র ।) 1 

 

Question Accept Mark 

12.4 B (হারুবাবু শলাকটিি আত্মীব্র ি প্রজতব্রবেী বব্রল।) 1 
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Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

13.1 
সু্কল তা াতাজ  শেষ হ   
 

সু্কল িীবন বাাংলাব্রিব্রেি মব্রতা 
 

সু্কল শিজিব্রত শেষ হ   
 

1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

13.2 সু্কব্রল বাাংলা প াব্রনা হ  না সু্কব্রল বাাংলা জেক্ষক/ক্লাস শনই 
 
শুধু ক্লাে 

 

1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

13.3 োষা শেখাি সু্কব্রল জগব্র জিব্রলা ইাংব্রিজি শেখাি িনয শুধু ইাংব্রিজি 1 

 

Question Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

13.4 কাি/চাকিী কিব্রব  (সুপািমাব্রকে ব্রে) কাি কিব্রব গরমক্াল 1 
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Question  Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

14 

আজম েহব্রিি বাইব্রি থাজক। 

 

I live outside the city.              
 

I stay outside the 
town. 

I live in the city. 
1 

এলাকাো ঘনবসত্যপূর্ণ বব্রল  As the area was crowded                                                                                        
 

The neighbourhood 
was overpopulated  
 

wanted to stay back 
1 

আব্রগি েহব্রি জিব্রি শেব্রত শচব্র জিলাম। 

 

I wanted to go back to my 
previous city.                     
 
                                                 
 

so, I had a desire to 
return to the city where 
I stayed before.  

quiet area 

1 

পাজিজন  I was not able to go                 
                                                        

I could not go back went back 
1 

কািণ এখানকাি হাসপাতাব্রল here in the hospital.        
                                                                                   

in the local hospital. national hospital 
 
 

1 

বাবা বব্র া ত্িত্ক্ৎসক্ জহব্রসব্রব শোগ 

জিব্র ব্রিন। 

 

My father joined as a senior 
doctor.                                      
  
                                              

My father was 
employed as an 
experienced doctor. 

Father lost his job. 

1 

সম  শপব্রল জতজন গৃহহীনব্রিিও শিখাশুনা 

কব্রিন। 

He also looks after the 
homeless if he gets time.                           
                                                

He treats the 
homeless as well in 
his spare time. 
 

avoids the unemployed 

1 

তাাঁ ি শপোো আমাি এব্রকবাব্রিই পিন্দ ন  

 

I do not like his occupation at 
all. 
                                                                

I totally dislike his 
profession. 

very much like   
1 

বিাং ভত্বষ্িতয আজম একিন নামকিা জেল্পী 

হব্রত চাই।    

 

I would rather like to become 
a famous artist in the future.                                  
                                                 

I want to be a 
renowned artist in the 
future. 

writer 

1 

                                                                                                                                                                   
Total marks = 60                                                                                                                                                               




